
Canadian Co keen to'S
invest in State oil sector
STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Nov 19 -Herb Dhaliwal, former Cana-
dian Minister, todaymet Chief
Minister ThrunGogoi inhis of-
fice chamber and said that his
company East-West fttroleum
Corporation was keen enough

to explore shale oil and shale
gas inAssam.

Fifty-nine-year-oldDhaliwal,
who was the first Indian-Cana-
dian to become Cabinet Minis-
ter inCanada, saidthathiscorn-
pany wanted to invest in a big
way in the explorationof shale

oil and shale gas in which As-

sam had huge potential. This
wasstated in an officialrelease.

"Assam has huge reservesof

shale oiland gas. We havecome
here to explore and invest.We
want tobe partners in progress

withGovernmentofAssam.We
want the support and coopera-
tion of your Government to-
wards this end," said Dhaliwal.

Dhaliwal pointed out that
North America had produced

20 percent of oiland gas from

shale by adopting latest tech-
nology. 'As Assam possesses

huge potentialwe can rope in

new technology to extract oil
and gas from shale. This will
open up the floodgates of in-
vestments and employment
avenues inAssam," he said.

The Canadian politician-

turned-business magnate ap-
prised the Chief Minister that

he had been in talks with Oil
India, ONGC and GAILtoadopt
state-of-the-art technology for
exploration ofoil and gas.

Dhaliwalurged the ChielMin
isterto take up with the Union
Ministry of I'troleum and the
Prime Minister to framea poli-

cy for shale oiland shale gas.
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ThAPURAM,Novfl:
Kerala Government has
promised GAIL (India) Ltd
totake steps to remove
hitches on the way of
laying natural gas pipeline,
including the apprehen-

slons expressed by
people in some parts of the
state—PTI


