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Graduate Program Test Requirements

Many of our graduate programs require that applicants take a standardized test before they may be admitted to the program. Refer to the following list to check whether the program you are applying to requires a particular test and what the specific score requirements are:

GRE | GMAT | TOEFL | IELTS

If you have additional questions, please contact the graduate advisor for that program. Our ETS code for the TOEFL and GRE is 4687.

NOTE: If your name is different from the name you listed on your university application, please notify our offices by emailing admissions@sjsu.edu and include an explanation.

GRE Preparation

While there are numerous reputable companies that specialize in aiding prospective graduate students in their preparation for the GRE, we recognize that choosing the best among them can be challenging.  So, we have provided a link to a Reviews.Com analysis that highlights the best aspects of seven of the highest rated GRE preparation course companies. If you would like to see their recommendations, please click on their link here (http://www.reviews.com/gre-prep-courses/).

Programs that Require the GRE (Graduate Record Examination)

Aerospace Engineering

Only required if undergraduate degree is not from an accredited U.S./Canadian university. Old Exam: Combined score in Verbal and Quantitative must be equal to or greater than 1100, and Analytical Writing Score must be 3.5 or above. New Exam: Combined score in Verbal and Quantitative must be equal to greater than 312, and Analytical Writing Score must be 3.5 or above.

Biomedical Engineering

Only required for applicants whose major GPA is less than 3.0. Tests taken prior to Aug 1, 2011: Combined score in Verbal and Quantitative must be equal to or be higher than 1100, and Analytical Writing Score must be 3.5 or above. Tests taken after August 1, 2011: Combined score in Verbal and Quantitative must be equal to or be higher than 315, and Analytical Writing Score must be 3.5 or above.

Biotechnology

All students must take the GRE General Test for admission to the Masters of Biotechnology program. International students will need to take either the TOEFL or IELTS test in addition to the GRE.

Chemistry

General test required.

Child and Adolescent Development

General test required.

Computer Engineering

GRE scores are used by the MS Computer Engineering program as an evaluation factor, on a competitive basis.

Computer Science

Check the Computer Science webpage for current requirements.

Electrical Engineering

There are no hard cut-offs on the general GRE scores but the scores will be used along with applicants' degree and GPA to rank the candidates for admissions.

Journalism and Mass Communications

Old Exam: Combined minimum score of 1000 and at least a score of 550 on the verbal section required. New Exam: Combined minimum score of 297 and at least a score of 5156 on the verbal section required.

Kinesiology

General test required. Minimum scores: 150 - verbal; 141 - quantitative

Mechanical Engineering

Only required if undergraduate degree is not from an accredited U.S./Canadian university. Old Exam: Combined score in Verbal and Quantitative must be equal or greater than 1000, and Analytical Writing Score must be 3.0 or above. New Exam: Combined score in Verbal and Quantitative must be equal or greater than 310, and Analytical Writing Score must be 3.0 or above.

Meteorology

General test required.

Nutritional Science 

Old Exam: Combined minimum GRE score of 1000, minimum GRE verbal score of 450, and minimum writing score of 3.5. New Exam: Combined minimum GRE score of 297, minimum GRE verbal score of 150, and minimum writing score of 3.5. 

Occupational Therapy

Combined minimum GRE score of 297, minimum GRE verbal score of 153, and minimum writing score of 4.5 is desired. As an alternative to the GRE exam, a minimum score of 400 or above on the Miller Analogies Test (MAT) is required.

Psychology (Experimental)

General test required.

Psychology (Industrial/Organizational)

General test required.

Public Health

General test required.

Quality Assurance

Old Exam: Combined minimum score of 1000 required. New Exam: Combined minimum score of 297 required.

Speech Pathology (Communicative Disorders Department)

General test required.

Software Engineering

Check the Software Engineering webpage for current requirements.

Statistics

General test required.

Urban and Regional Planning

General test recommended for all applicants but required of those whose cummulative undergraduate GPA was below 3.0 (but above the university graduate-school minimum of 2.5).
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Programs that Require the GMAT (Graduate Management Admission Test) or the GRE:

MS in Accountancy - Scores at the 50th percentile in both the quantitative and verbal sections of the exam.

MBA - Scores at the 50th percentile in both the quantitative and verbal sections of the exam.

MS in Taxation - Scores at the 50th percentile in both the quantitative and verbal sections of the exam.

MS in Transportation Management - Scores at the 50th percentile in both the quantitative and verbal sections of the exam.

^top

Programs with Higher TOEFL Requirement than the University Minimum

The following website contains free practice tests, including TOEFL, customized according to the format and syllabus of the respective tests listed. For free TOEFL practice tests, please visit www.examfocus.com for more information.  

University Minimum

550 (Paper Based), 213 (Computer Based), 80 (Internet Based)

Biotechnology

250 (Computer Based), 100 (Internet Based)

Business Programs

MS Accountancy: 90 (Internet Based TOEFL score) and 75 (Pearson's Test of English)

None of the Lucas graduate programs will accept the paper-based TOEFL - MS in Accountancy, MBA, MS in Taxation, and MS in Transportation Management. 

Chemical Engineering

575 (Paper Based), 240 (Computer Based), 90 (Internet Based)

Communicative Disorders and Sciences

90 (Internet Based).

Economics

575 (Paper Based), 240 (Computer Based), 90 (Internet Based)

English and Comparative Literature

610 (Paper Based), 253 (Computer Based), 102 (Internet Based)

Environmental Studies

580 (Paper Based), 237 (Computer Based), 92 (Internet Based)

French

580 (Paper Based), 237 (Computer Based), 92 (Internet Based)

Geology

575 (Paper Based), 240 (Computer Based), 90 (Internet Based)

School of Information 

600 (Paper Based), 250 (Computer Based), 100 (Internet Based)

Linguistics

577 (Paper Based), 233 (Computer Based), 90 (Internet Based)

Music and Dance

590 (Paper Based), 243 (Computer Based) and 5 (Writing Section), 96 (Internet Based).

Occupational Therapy

573 (Paper Based), 233 (Computer Based), 89 (Internet Based)

Psychology(MA Experimental, MS I/O, MS Clinical) 

570 (Paper Based), 240 (Computer Based), 96 (Internet Based)

Public Administration

577 (Paper Based), 233 (Computer Based), 90 (Internet Based)

Speech Pathology (Communicative Disorders Department)

610 (Paper Based), 250 (Computer Based), 100 (Internet Based)

TESOL

577 (Paper Based), 233 (Computer Based), 90 (Internet Based)
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Programs with Higher IELTS Requirement than the University Minimum

Please request your scores be sent to:

Graduate Admissions and Program Evaluations

San José State University 

One Washington Square 

San José, CA 95192-0017

University Minimum* (Effective Fall 2016) 

6.5

Accountancy

7.5

Chemical Engineering

7.5

Communicative Disorders and Sciences

8.0

Biotechnology

8.0

School of Information 

8.0
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Programs with Higher PTE Requirement than the University Minimum

University Minimum*(Effective Fall 2016) 

53

School of Information 

68
