The following are some generic samples of admission essays for MBA applications, the topics are purely for illustrative purpose

and are not to be considered as standardized formats or templates.

Essayl
What are your short-term and long-term post-MBA goals? How will .................... School help you achieve these goals?

My Philosophy about my career

It is common wisdom that winners and leaders are people who approach life in a different spirit than the multitude. But my
experience tells me that life tends to make skeptics of most people, who feel they have been singled out by fate and given a raw

deal. | know it is the easiest trap to fall into, and it is what | have guarded against throughout my life.

It would be hypocritical to say that | do not crave for the mundane things in life like money and fame, but there is a tangible and
intangible aspect to every career aspiration. | have realized that though in the initial phases of one’s career one tends to give
importance to the tangibles, but they cannot be the sole motivating factor throughout, with years it is often the later which

gains more importance.

My life till date has taught me that achieving the tangibles are but a consequence of the final goal of achieving the intangibles,
which | know is a far more difficult task. At the risk of sounding slightly philosophical and vague, | have set myself a series of
short term objectives wherein - at every step and every stage of my professional career - | would like to leave things around me
a bit different -and preferably a bit better - than when | arrived. And it is only in retrospect - when | look at the cumulative effect

of my efforts - that | will judge my extent of success as a member of this global community.

Specific short term & long term career goals

Though | do have a long time perspective of my career goals | have broken them down into a series of short term achievements.

For example - My goal as of now- is to secure an admission to the MBA program in your university.

My immediate goal on completion of my masters is to continue where | left of, i.e. join at the managerial level of a renowned
financial consultancy. This will provide me with the opportunity to interact with leading conglomerates and business houses,
thus contribute in expanding my real life knowledge base by helping me get a better understanding of the strengths and
weaknesses of the existing financial models prevalent in business. Though my experience with reputed financial consultants like
..................... and corporate bankers like........... has to a certain extent served this purpose, but till date my perspective was strictly

operations oriented.

Within a span of ten years | plan to rise through the echelons of the management to the position of a partner. After having
worked in the uppermost echelons of a top financial consultancy for some time, when | feel | have gained the requisite amount
of knowledge pertaining to every aspect of an established firm, | plan to start my own consultancy. One of the most important
aspects | would look forward to developing during this span of time, is my networking with established as well as upcoming

business houses, for | feel it is the later who are a more potential client base.

| wish to experiment and implement various financial business models, and | look to finally developing a business model without
the inherent flaws of the existent ones, which will be standardized enouh to absorb the impact of future technological

revolutions, yet provides enough flexibility to be adapted to various cultural, financial structures.
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How my experiences till date contribute to the achievement of long term goals

It is with this final goal in mind that | have till date during and after the completion of my..................... concentrated on
developing a strong foundation in implementing theoretical financial principles in a real world business scenario. For to be a
successful leader in the world of finances it, | understood, was imperative that | have a perspective from every aspect of the

business.

In the first company ................ At where | did my articleship for ........... during my Bachelors degree | had valuable exposure to

providing Assurance services to various national companies.

This included Statutory Audits, Project Monitoring which included doing a cost benefit analysis of a project and verify its viability
from a financial institution’s perspective, Internal Audits, Concurrent Audits of companies liKe .......cccceveveeeninece s

etc.

| had joined .................. with a view towards developing a strong background in Corporate Taxation and have over the years
worked with some of the biggest and reputed companies pertaining to corporate tax Cross-Border Transactions, Corporate
restructuring including developing Entry Strategies, Mergers, De-mergers, Acquisitions, Business Reorganizations Tax Due
Diligence Inbound and Outbound Investment Structuring and Foreign Investment Consulting Establishment of Joint Ventures,

Corporate Laws and other Regulatory Laws.

My stint with ............... was an especially educational one, since it not only exposed me with the world of high rolling finances but
also brought home to me the sometimes derided wisdom of sticking to the basics and ethics. It succeeded in honing and
molding my critical, evaluative and analytical skills on a larger and more competitive financial plane. | understood how easy it
was to loose ones perspective of things and loose sight of the ultimate goal, inspite of being one of the oldest financial houses

and seen almost all.

My current profile in ......... is more managerial in nature. In my current role, as a resource of a highly networked work
environment, | have successfully undertaken the challenge of blending efforts of the various support teams seamlessly into one

common platform from which a customer would be serviced to his utmost satisfaction.

How | feel an MBA from ............... will help me

The purpose of doing my MBA is to form a sound theoretical base, which will allow me to analyze my professional experiences
till date, so as to implement them at a macro level. | had topped my college in my Bachelors program and .......ccccecevvenees | have
realized that these aspects f my academic life have played a major role in giving me an edge over my contemporaries and gave
me a head start in crucial career forays - though in many cases they were as capable as | was. | understand the value of creating
a perception. The intangible credibility factor - just as important as the tangible qualitative value - that an MBA from an Institute

of your reputation commands will go a long way in smoothening the road for the long adventure ahead.
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Essay-2

If you could change one decision you have made, what would it be and why?
Fortunately or unfortunately my biggest regret in life happens to be something totally unrelated to my professional area.

I have always aspired to be the best. | have never pursued anything that | wasn’t passionate about. Conversely come what may |

have never given up my passions. Except on one particular occasion.

| had always professed a great interest in classical music, and till my tenth grade | had taken extensive lessons in.............. , a
standard accompaniment in all vocal and instrumental recitals of ............ classical music. | had played with many professional
groups and it was my dream to give solo recitals and gain recognition as one of the best armature musicians. Unfortunately just
as | was getting ready for my advanced level examinations in music, my father was struck with.............. The combined pressures
of academics and helping my mother out with the family business, forced me to put my musical pursuits on hold. | had every
intention of taking up the pursuit at a future date. But | kept on procrastinating on the pretext that | would do so once my
career was on the right path. However with the passage of time the intense drive | had felt for pursuing my passion gradually
waned. Today my tryst with the music world is something | use to impress my friends, prospective employers and admission

committees!! And come across as a man of versatile talents.

I do not blame circumstances for this turn of events, and | believe that “the absence of choice” is a non-existent scenario. Deep
down - | probably lacked the decisiveness and dedication required to achieve the kind of acclamation | was looking for. Though

it is never too late, but the burning passion is not there anymore.

Given a chance once again, | would continue my musical pursuits no matter what the odds. Maybe | still would not have
achieved the fame and acclaim | was looking for, but at least | would not have had any regrets today that for me is the most

important thing
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Essay-3

What do you feel makes a person a good leader?

As Napoleon said “There are no bad soldiers only bad generals”. The true test is of leadership is always at the time of crisis. |
have observed that the hallmark of a good leader, apart from the other standard qualities like a commanding presence and
setting an example, is a genuine concern for his subordinates. A good leader should be willing to go out on a limb for his or her
subordinates or in other words should be willing to put himself in the firing line if anything goes wrong. This attitude ensures
that the people working under him give it their best and are willing to take the few risks that often mark the difference between
success and failure of a project. More importantly it encourages people to take on additional responsibility and lays the
foundation for grooming future leaders — one of the key attributes associated with leadership. Such an attitude also encourages

a degree of personal loyalty, which is often stronger than institutional, or organizational loyalty as .

| realized this at a very early stage in my life, when | was doing my article ship in the financial co ................. There was an
extremely important audit of............. bank that | was scheduled to assist a senior partner in. However the day before the audit
the partner quit. | was in for a shock when my then boss asked me to take over the audit. He asked me to give it my best as he
was confident | could handle the job, and assured me that he would back me up at every step. This vote of confidence did
wonders for me. | was a novice at taxation, and knowing this, every one at the bank was initially indifferent or downright
uncooperative. But the knowledge that | was allowed to make mistakes, gave me a sense of freedom, and | was determined not
to be intimidated irrespective of the situation, and went about my task with dogged determination. The entire audit was a hue
learning experience for me. More importantly | was confident of handling future tax audits entirely on my own, which was a

tremendous gain for the company in terms of billable hours.



