FORENSIC PSYCHOLOGY 

What You Will Learn in a Forensic Psychology Program

Forensic psychology is an exciting field that marries psychology with the legal field. The major prepares students for a career in analyzing criminal behavior, the mental state of suspects and victims, and the psychological fitness of offenders. To become experts in this field, forensic psychology majors take courses in psychology within the legal system, the psychology of criminal behavior, the psychology of victims of crime, ethical issues involved with forensic psychology, and testifying in forensic psychology. After this, most programs will also require students to take several additional courses in specific subjects like general counseling, substance abuse counseling, sex offender evaluation, and correctional psychology. These additional courses will help students to hone their expertise in a particular niche of forensic psychology.

What You Can Do With a Forensic Psychology Degree

The field of forensic psychology invites degree holders to pursue a variety of different occupations. Degree holders can work in the court system as expert witnesses, whose duties are to testify about a defendant’s mental state at the time when they committed a crime as well as evaluating a defendant’s competency to stand trial, or as a jury consultant, whose duties are to help attorneys on jury selection and trial strategies. Other jobs for forensic psychology degree holders include working to evaluate whether or not a convicted criminal is likely to become a re-offender, counseling victims of crime and substance abuse, and helping past criminals reintegrate into society upon their release.

Why a Forensic Psychology Degree Is in Demand

The psychology field will experience a healthy growth within the next decade, particularly for those with master’s and doctoral degrees in the field, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics. Those with degrees in forensic psychology are no exception to this trend. As the population increases, there will be a greater need for forensic psychologists who can counsel at-risk populations and communities in order to curb crime rates and make the community a safer one. In addition, an increase in the number of people inevitably means an increase in the number of criminals, which will also cause the demand for forensic psychologists to increase. For students, there are also financial rewards associated with the forensic psychology degree. Psychologists earned an average salary of $64,140 in 2008, according to the Bureau.
