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Introductory Letter 

 

Dear Students, 

Accept our congratulations on joining the second semester of B.A. I. You know that your 

book is the same as it was in the first semester, English @ Work. We are attaching the syllabus 

for your ready reference. Please go through it carefully and also the study material being sent to 

you. The material being sent to you is in the self-learning mode. This will enable you to learn 

and study the prescribed texts in a better manner. Carefully note the contents of both the sections 

and also make sure that you do plenty of exercises for your individual practice of the items listed 

under grammar. Numerous examples and exercises have been provided as models in every 

lesson. In case of any doubts, please do not hesitate to visit the Department. 

Yours Sincerely, 

           Department of English 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson -1 

 

TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 

Wole Soyinka 

Structure 

1.1 Objectives 

1.2 About the Poet 

1.3 About the Poem 

1.4 A Note on Irony 

1.5 Exercises 

1.6 Short Answer Type Questions 

1.7 Long Answer Type Questions 

1.8 Language Development Activities 

1.9 Guided Composition 

1.10 Further Reading 

1.11 Model Questions  

 

1.1 Objectives: 

Reading this chapter will enable you to 

• Understand the central idea of the poem. 

• Critically analyze the poem. 

1.2 About the Poet 

Winner of the 1986 Nobel Prize, Wole Soyinka (born 13 July 1934) is a Nigerian writer, 

poet and playwright. He is a man with a wide cultural perspective. Soyinka has played 

an active role in Nigeria's political history. In his poems, plays and other writings, he has 

often dealt with questions of existence and social issues. Collections of Soyinka's 

poems include "Idanre and Other Poems", and "A Shuttle in the Crypt". 

1.3 About the Poem 

The "Telephone Conversation" by Wole Soyinka has two main obvious themes; these 

are racism and the lack of education and understanding that some people may have. It 

records a telephone conversation between a White landlord and a prospective Black 



tenant. Instead of discussing price, location, amenities, and other information significant 

to the apartment, they discuss the speaker's skin color etc. Soyinka uses irony to bring 

out the absurdity of racism. The landlady is described as  a polite, well-bred woman, 

even though she is shown to be shallowly racist. We can see that the speaker is an 

intelligent person by his use of high diction and quick wit,  not the savage that the 

landlady assumes he is because of his skin color. All of these  discrepancies between 

what appears to be aod what really is create a sense of  verbal irony that helps the 

poem display the ridiculousness of racism.  

Since this poem is in the form of a telephone conversation, it is important to know 

something about these conversations. Telephone conversations can be formal or  

informal. These days telephone is used for many purposes including tele-marketing  

which is sometimes conducted by interactive voice machines. Apart from friendly  

chatting, telephone is used for more formal, business purposes too. Such formal  

conversations follow a pattern. Usually one introduces oneself, asks whether this  would 

be the right time to call and only then proceeds. Cfce has to be polite, patient  and brief 

in such conversations. 

1.4 A Note on Irony : 

Irony is a literary technique, or situation in which there is a sharp difference 

between the apparent and the real. The simple and evident intention of words or actions 

is  thus qualified. Ironic statements (verbal irony) typically imply a meaning in opposition 

to their literal meaning. A situation is often said to be ironic (situational irony) if the 

actions taken have an effect exactly opposite from what was intended. In literature, such 

irony is often used by writers to achieve different effects. 

1.5 Exercise : 

Imagine a conversation between the warden of a hostel and a girl trying to get a  

room in that hostel. This is how it would probably begin : 

Girl : Good morning, sir. I am Simran, a student of your college. Can you spare 

a few minutes? 

Warden : What is this about? 

Girl : This is about the allotment of a room in Hostel No. 1.  Warden: What do 

you want? 



(Now continue the conversation) 

Hints : The warden seeks details. The girl gives those details. The warden tells 

about the shortage of rooms. The girl explains her difficulties. The warden promises to 

considerthe request. The conversation ends on a polite note.  

Comprehension Exercises 

 These exercises should be done after reading the poem with the help of the 

glossary  in the textbook and. if need be, a dictionary. 

1.6 Short Answer Type Questions 

1. What is the poem about? 

Answer : Telephone conversation' is about an African man who wishes to rent an 

apartment and so has phoned the landlady to inquire. He knows that White         

people don't usually want to rent out their houses to Black people. So he decides 

to confess, as if he has committed a crime, about his nationality in order to get 

the fact out of the way. However, unaware of the extent of the landlady's 

ignorance, he is shocked and annoyed by her cold, impersonal and demeaning 

approach to his confession. She asks bluntly, "HOW DARK?" The African then 

becomes satirical.  Ultimately the landlady puts down the receiver with a bang. 

2. What does the poem tell us about the landlady and the speaker? 

Answer : The landlady, a White woman, is ignorant racist. She doesn't even pretend to 

be polite in response to the speaker's question and asks him "how dark" he is. 

Although she is a well-to-do woman, she behaves boorishly. The African,        on 

the other hand, is gentle, humble and intelligent. He understands the        

unjustness of the Woman's attitude but remains polite. 

3. How does the speaker express his resentment at the landlady's questions? 

Answer : Though the speaker is gentle and patient, he resents the landlady's question 

about his skin colour as if that would be the deciding factor in her decision-taking. 

He is an educated man. So instead of directly expressing his anger, he uses 

sarcasm. He starts describing various shades of the parts of his body. His face is 

brunette, his palm is peroxide blond, his bottom, raven black, and so on. When 

the lady bangs the receiver, he wonders, "Madam,  wouldn't you rather see for 

yourself?" 



4. Do you find the tenant's response justifiable? 

 Try to write an answer to this yourself. Hints for an answer : 

       Aware of racial prejudice - 'confesses'.. his colour straightaway - yet asked        

insulting questions - so his anger justified - the lady's total insensitivity        

increases his anger. 

5. List the colours mentioned in the poem. Why do you think the poet uses so         

many colours? 

Answer: The colours mentioned in the poem are various shades of dark, from light         

dark to raven black. There are chocolate and milk chocolate shades, sepia (a         

shade of brown with a tinge of red), brunette, peroxide blond. The reference         

to colours brings out the racial theme of the poem and reminds us that this         

world is full of variety which should be respected. 

6. Why does the caller initially find the accommodation attractive but         

subsequently think that he would have a wasted journey? 

Answer: The caller thinks the rent expected is reasonable, the location of the         

apartment is also not bad and the landlady doesn't live on the premises. He         

likes this. But he is aware of the racial prejudice that White people have         

against Black people. So he wonders whether he would be accepted. He        

thinks without getting the colour question out of the way, it would be useless         

to make a journey to the landlady's place. 

1.7 Long Answer Type Questions 

1. How does the poet draw the reader's attention to the central idea of the         

poem? 

Answer: Wole Soyinka's "Telephone Conversation" is packed with subtleties. It         

shows the ridiculousness of racism. The conversation we observe is comical,         

as is the entire notion that a man can be judged based on the colour of his         

skin. The poet uses verbal irony to draw the reader's attention to this. He         

begins with a 'self-confession' about his skin colour, as if he has committed a 

crime. But he is shocked and annoyed by her cold, impersonal and         

demeaning approach to his confession. On hearing her reply, he realizes that         

she is a,pretentious snob. She asks bluntly, "HOW DARK?" Soyinka chooses         



to use capital letters to capture the Simplicity and idiocy of her thought         

process. Dumbfounded by the woman's reply, the man is left in silence, but the 

woman pursues her inquiry. The man replies cryptically, "West African Sepia". 

This confuses the woman. The speaker then sarcastically continues         to 

describe himself, trying to simplify it for her, telling her that his face is "brunette", 

his hands and feet are a "peroxide blond" and his bottom is "raven black". This 

frustrates her simple desire to categorize him. She hangs up the phone. With an 

empty telephone line the man pleads to her sense of decency "Wouldn't you 

rather see for yourself?" leaving his question to the reader. 

2. Attempt a character sketch of the speaker in the poem. 

Answer: The speaker in this poem is a Black man. But he is a well-educated, gentle        

and sophisticated man. He is aware of the widespread prejudice the White        

people have against the Blacks. However, unlike the landlady, whose        

sophistication is only skin-deep, he is tolerant and reasonable. Still the        

landlady refuses to rent an apartment to him. She thinks that because of his 

African heritage he would behave in a savage manner. But the speaker is clearly 

a well educated individual. Words like "pipped," "rancid," and  

"spectroscopic" are not words that a savage brute would have in his vocabulary. 

The speaker's intelligence is further shown through his use of sarcasm and wit in 

response to the landlady's questions. Although he pretends politeness the entire 

time, he includes subtle meanings in his speech. He outwits the white woman 

and make her seem foolish. There is however silent anger within him at being 

discriminated against. He clearly dismisses the idea that skin colour can 

determine a man's worth. 

3. Comment on the use of satire in this poem. 

Answer: Satire uses irony and sarcasm to hold up human vices and follies to ridicule or 

scorn. In this poem the object of satire is the White people's prejudice against the 

Black people. The poem expresses the speaker's anger but does so in a calm 

and ironic voice. Though the poem is about the limited understanding of the 

landlady, she is described in nothing but positive terms. The speaker mentions 

the landlady "swore she lived off premises", thus        making her appear to be 



neutral and sensible. He also mentions her "good        breeding", "lipstick-coated 

voice"; these qualities suggest the woman is a        dignified and respectable 

woman. But this is ironic, for the lady's behavior         shows that she is anything 

but respectable. She rs not only prejudiced, she        also has limited 

understanding. She finally hangs up the phone only vaguely         aware of the 

speaker's ironic tone. The satire reaches its peak when, the lady having hung up, 

the speaker asks, "Madam, wouldn't you rather see for yourself?" This seemingly 

simple question has wider meaning. This is question addressed not only to the 

landlady but also to the reader. It vividly expresses the Black man's anger at 

being stereotyped. 

Self-Assessment Questions 

1. Wole Soyinka belongs to the ………………………….. country. 

2. He was awarded the ………………………………..in 1986. 

3. The poem “Telephone Conversation” expresses two themes (a) 

…………………and (b) ……………………….. 

4. The poem is a telephone conversation between 

(a)……………………….and (b)…………………………………..  

 

1.8 Language Development Activities 

Exercise 1: Identify the scientific/technical words used in the poem. 

Answer: Here are some, of the words taken from the poem: transmission, wave-length, 

sepia, friction, gold-rolled, passport, brunette. Now, find at least five more such 

words used in the poem. You will find the answer in Key to Answers. 

Exercise 2 : Give five words from legal and journalistic jargon and use them in  

sentences : 

Answer: Here are five words from legal jargon with their meaning and illustrative use in 

sentences : 

i) Prosecute - (conduct legal proceedings) He was prosecuted in a court of law. 

ii) Bail - (security amount against which a prisoner is released) He was released on 

bail. 



iii) Decree - (authoritative order) By a government decree, holding         

demonstrations on this street has been banned. 

iv) Adjourn - (to temporarily suspend proceedings) The case against him was         

adjourned. 

v) Judgment - (legal document containing the legal decision) He wanted to have         

a certified copy of the judgment.  

Now look at these five words from journalistic jargon : 

 Edit, sting operation, report, fourth estate, book review. Edit means to prepare  

anything for publication after correction and revision. Sting operation is under-cover  

gathering of news. Report is a dispatch by a journalist for publication. Fourth Estate  

refers the journalistic profession or journalists as a whole. A book review is an  

examination of, and commentary on a book. 

Now try to use these words in sentences of your own.  

Exercise 3 : Match the  following words with their meanings : 

Words : blonde, brunette, sepia, rancid, confess 

Meanings : admit a wrong doing, a light yellowish brown, stinking, a dark reddish  brown 

colour, a woman with a dark brown hair. 

You will find the answer in the Key to Answers. 

Exercise 4 : Distinguish between the following pairs of words: Soul and sole, novel  and 

novel, book and book, story and storey. Then find five similar pairs of words and  

distinguish between them.  

Answer :  

Soul - Saints are more interested in the soul than the body. 

Sole - He is the sole proprietor of this business 

Novel - This is an interesting novel to read. 

Novel - He adopted a novel (new) method to deal with the situation. 

Book - He is reading a book. 

Book - He booked a room for me in a hotel 

Story - The story of Ram is told in Ramayana 

Storey - His apartment is on the third storey. 

Bridal - Her bridal dress was very expensive. 



Bridle - The horse-rider controlled the horse by pulling at the bridle. 

Idol - Hindus are idol-worshippers. 

Idle - He is lazy and remains idle all day 

No - He has no idea about this. 

Know - He is not known to me. 

Male - She gave birth to a male child. 

Mail - I sent the letter by air mail. 

Lone - He is the lone survivor of the accident. 

Loan - He is unable to repay his bank loan. 

Comprehension of a Passage 

Look at this passage related to the theme of the poem. 

Read it carefully and then try to give answers to the questions given at the end :  

The telephone often colloquially referred to as a phone, is a telecommunications  

device that transmits and receives sound, most commonly the human voice.  

Telephones are a point-to-point communication system whose most basic function is  to 

allow two people separated by large distances to talk to each other. It is one of the  

most common appliances in the developed world, and has long been considered  

indispensable to businesses, households and governments. The word "telephone"  has 

been adapted to many languages and is widely recognized around the world. All  

telephones have a microphone to speak into, an earphone which reproduces the  voice 

of the other person, a ringer which makes a sound to alert the owner when a  call is 

coming in, and a keypad (or in older phones a telephone dial or no manual  device) to 

enter the telephone number of the telephone being called. The microphone  and 

earphone are usually built into a handset which is held up to the face to talk. The  

keypad may be part of the handset or of a base unit to which the handset would be  

connected. A landline telephone is connected by a pair of wires to the telephone  

network, while a mobile phone or cell phone is portable and communicates with the  

telephone network by radio. A cordless telephone has a portable handset which  

communicates by radio with a base station connected by wire to the telephone  network, 

and can only be used within a limited range of the base station. Although, originally 



designed for voice communication, the system has been adapted for data  

communication such as Telex, Fax and dial-up Internet communication.  

Q 1. What is a telephone? 

Q 2. What are the parts of a telephone ? 

Q 3. What is the difference between a landline phone and a mobile phone? 

Q 4. Give the meaning of these words: colloquially/ device/ indispensable/ adapted 

Answers : 

1. A telephone is a device to enable us to communicate with people at a         

distance. It does this through the transmission and receiving of voice. 

2. The parts of a telephone are a microphone, an earphone, a ringer and a keypad 

or a dial (in older phones). The microphone and earphone are usually         built 

into a handset which is held up to the face to talk. 

3. Landline phones are connected by wires to the telephone network. A mobile 

phone or cell phone is portable. It connects to the network through radio        

waves. 

4. Colloquially means in a speaking manner. Device means instrument. 

Indispensable means unavoidable. Adapted means adjusted. 

1.9 Guided Composition 

1.     Build a telephone conversation between an executive trying to rent an        

apartment advertised in the classified column of a newspaper and the flat owner. 

Executive = Ex 

Flat Owner = FO 

Ex : Hello. Good morning, sir. I am Ganesh. May I talk to you for a few minutes? 

FO : Good morning. What is this about? 

Ex : This is about your flat advertised in today's Indian Express. I wish to rent it. 

FO : Oh, thank you. Who do you need the flat for? 

EX : For myself. I am a senior executive working with the Tatas. I have been posted 

here recently and am looking for suitable accommodation. 

FO : But this is a small two-bedroom flat. I wonder if it will suit your needs. 

Ex : That is OK with me. I am single. So two bedrooms is all I need. 

Fo : Single? But in this colony, singles are not given flats on rent. 



Ex : Oh but I am a mature grown-up man and my parents sometimes visit me. 

FO : Well, it is still going to be a problem. My neighbours would frown if I rent out my 

flat to a single. 

Ex : Please reconsider this. I really need the flat. 

FO : Oh! Why don't you come overlo me and we can discuss things. Ex: Fine. But 

what would the rent be? 

FO : Ten thousand rupees per month excluding electricity and water charges. I would 

want a security deposit equal to three months' rent. 

Ex : So when can I come to have a look and talk to you? 

FO : Can you make it on Saturday, 6 PM? 

Ex : That suits me. I will come. 

FO: Please give me a ring before you come. 

Ex : OK. Thank you. 

FO : Thank you. Have a nice day! 

2. Now imagine the same conversation again. Imagine the flat owner to be a 

quarrelsome, nasty fellow having a much stronger prejudice against singles and 

not in a mood to oblige the executive. Rewrite the above conversation 

accordingly. 

Key to Answers 

Language Development Exercises 

Exercise 1 : The words are peroxide, spectroscopic, friction, thunderclap, receiver 

Exercise 3: blonde means a light yellowish brown 

Brunette means a woman with a dark brown hair 

Sepia means a dark reddish brown colour 

Rancid means stinking 

Confess means admit to wrong-doing 

Answer to Self-Assessment Questions 

1. Nigeria 

2. Nobel Prize 

3. (a) Racism (b) lack of education 

4. (a) A white landlord (b) A black tenant  



 

1.10 Further Reading 

M. H. Abrams. Glossary of Literary Terms. 

W. J. Long. History of English Literature.  

Biodun Jeyifo. Wole Soyinka: Politics, Poetics, and Postcolonial.  

1.11 Model Questions 

1. What is the theme of the poem “Telephone Conversation”? 

2. Is this poem a satire? Illustrate by using suitable examples from the poem. 

3. How does the issue of racism reflect in this poem? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson - 2 

DOVER BEACH 

Mathew Arnold 

Structure 

2.1  Objectives 

2.2  About the Poet 

2.3  About the Poem 

2.4  Short Answer Type Questions 

2.5  Long Answer Type Questions 

2.6 Post-Reading Activities  

2.7 Language Development Activities 

2.8 Further Reading 

2.9 Model Questions  

 

2.1 Objectives 

After reading this chapter you will be able to understand: 

1. The central idea or theme of the poem. 

2. How Arnold has responded to the rapidly changing nature of his society. 

2.2 About the Poet 

Let me introduce you briefly to the poet, Mathew Arnold. He combines in himself many 

of the qualities of the Victorian age. Thus he is known as the representative poet of the 

age. Arnold did not like the mid-nineteenth century scene when England had advanced 

industrially but was lacking on the moral front. The English nation was lacking in the 

basic foundations of culture as the faith of mankind in religion had been completely 

shaken. Their confused state of mind is reflected in the poem Dover Beach as 

"confused alarms of struggle and flight". Arnold preached his social philosophy of 

culture, of sweetness and light as the only cure for the moral problems of society. He is 

primarily concerned with the effect of poetry in shaping the inner lives of the people. 

2.3 About the Poem  

In the present poem the poet is deeply concerned about the shaking of man's faith in 

religion and this can only be compensated for by sincerity in relationships. The poem 



talks about the changing nature of Victorian society due to industrialization and all other 

developments. But this change robbed the people from moral values. The poem is 

deploring this change 

2.4 Short Answer Type Questions 

Q1. How does the sea "look" and "sound" on a full moon night? 

 On a full moon night, the sea looks beautiful and its waters are in high tide      

because of the gravitational pull of the moon. The sea waves make a lot of noise 

when they spread towards the land and take along with them whatever is there 

on the sea-shore. When the sea is in low tide, it throws back whatever it had 

carried on the shores. 

Q2. Have you heard of the English Channel? Which two countries does it separate? 

 The English Channel is very famous as it separates England and France. 

Q3. The Sea is associated with many things. List some of the associations of the sea 

in the English language or in your language. 

 The sea is a symbol of vastness, adventure and freedom from the limitations      

associated with the land. It is a symbol of God's power and it is fierce in its fury. 

In many languages of the world, the sea is associated with depth and in many 

religions there are various gods and goddesses associated with the sea. 

Q.4 Do you know which great scientist described himself modestly as just a child      

picking pebbles on the sea-shore? 

 It was Sir Issac Newton who described himself as a child picking pebbles on the 

sea-shore. 

Q.5 Where is Dover? 

Ans. Dover is a major port and town in the county of Kent, in South-east England. 

Dover is separated from the French town of Calais by the English Channel by       

only twenty one miles. From Dover it is possible to see the opposite coastline,       

the shoreline buildings and also the lights with the naked eye. 

Q.6 What is the state of the tide?  

Ans. The tide as described by the poet is full. This is because of the gravitational pull 

of the full moon and the rotation of the earth.  

Q.7 What is the effect of the moon on the Straits? 



Ans. A strait is a channel of water that lies between two land masses. It is the English 

Channel that separates England and France. The moon light is falling on the 

narrow strip of the sea and also making visible the French Coast from Dover 

Beach. 

Q.8 What does the poet point to by mentioning "the grating roar of pebbles"? 

Ans. The poet is actually pointing to the loud noise made by the receding waters of the 

tide when they throw back the pebbles. The noise is due to the friction        

caused between two surfaces the pebbles being thrown back on the sea-       

shore. 

Q.9 Who heard the eternal sound of sadness long ago? 

Ans. It was Sophocles, who thought about the sorrows of the world while standing         

on the shores of the Aegaean sea and listening to its sounds. He was one of         

the great writers of ancient classical tragedy in the fifth century. This playwright         

wrote that sorrows are due to human fate and follies. The tragic insight or         

wisdom of Sophocles proves that the vision of one age can be true of other         

ages too. 

Q.10 Whom does the poet call to the window? 

Ans. The poet calls his beloved to the window as he was supposed to be         

honeymooning on the Dover beach when he wrote this poem. 

Q.11 What is the appearance of the world? 

Ans. The world appears to the viewers like a place of new and beautiful dreams which 

would soon be fulfilled. 

Q.12 How is the world in reality? 

Ans. In reality the world is a place where there is no joy, love or peace. There is an 

absence of religious faith. Hence there is no happiness and spiritual comfort. 

Q.13 What is the proposed solution to human misery? 

Ans. It is human attachment and loyalty towards one another that is the only        Q. 

solution for the removal of human misery. 

Q. 14 What does the poet hear in "the grating roar/of pebbles? What thoughts does        

it bring to his mind? 



 The poet hears unpleasant notes of conflict or friction between the land and        

the sea. The pebbles when thrown back by the waves on the sea-shore strike        

the land surface creating a grinding sound. It is in these sounds that the poet        

hears continuous notes of sadness and they bring thoughts of human misery        

and the loss of religious faith to his mind. 

Q. 15 Why does the poet refer to Sophocles and the Aegean Sea? 

 Arnold refers to Sophocles and the Aegean Sea because the great writer of         

classical Greek tragedy heard similar sounds of human misery being         

expressed by the Aegean- the sea separating Asia Minor and Greece. It was         

this sea which brought the thoughts of the flow of sadness and unhappiness         

in human life. These thoughts inspired him to write tragedies such as Antigone, 

King Oedipus and Electra. 

Q. 16 What, according to the poem, was the state of Faith at one time? 

        The state of faith is described in terms of the metaphor of the sea of Faith. 

Religious faith at one time was a source of strength for everyone. The poet         

explains this by describing the sea as an outer garment which surrounds all         

the continents and islands and protects them. Similarly religious faith was a 

foothold for everyone, protecting them from the confusion of conflicts and doubts. 

Q. 17 Pick words which refer to the sea. 

 The words which refer to the sea are: tide, straits, bay, ebb, grating roar,         

waves, strand, ebb and flow, bright girdle, roar 

Q 18 List words which relate to sadness. 

        Tremulous, turbid, misery, melancholy, pain darkling, confessed, clash. 

Q. 19 List expressions which raise hope. 

 Light, gleams, tranquil, sweet, at the full, true, dreams,, so various, so beautiful, 

so new joy, love, peace 

Q. 20 How many parts do you find in the poem? 

        The poem is divided into four parts and all the four are irregular in length.  

2.5 Long Answer Type Questions 

Note: - Answers given here exceed the word limit for providing better understanding. In 

the examination, please stick to the word-limit. 



1. What is the poem about? 

 The poem is about the decline in man's faith in religion. The poet uses the 

metaphor of "The sea of faith" to describe its protective influence on mankind. 

This sea of religious faith, spread around the shoes of the earth, was like the 

folds of an outer garment which made man safe from all kinds of dangers. The 

sea of faith which once roared with joy and hope for mankind (gave him strength) 

is now retreating and its weak and withdrawing tone is that of sadness and 

misery. The poet is pointing towards the emptiness created by the absence of 

faith. Unhappiness is humanity's eternal fate but the loss of faith in Christianity or 

religion is true of modern man. In such circumstances, sincerity or love is the only 

enabling factor. 

2. Is the poem a descriptive or a meditative one? 

 In the opening stanza, the poet begins by describing the beauty of the landscape 

at night as witnessed from the shore of the English ferry port of Dover in Kent. 

From the Strait of Dover, the poet can see the French coastal town of Calais in 

the moonlight. But the moon soon changes its position and the cliffs of England 

obstruct his view. The poem begins in the present but shifts to the classical age 

of Greece on account of the poet's meditative temper. From Greece, the poet 

turns to Medieval Europe where he laments man's loss of religious faith. He then 

finally returns to the present. The poem is thus more meditative than descriptive 

as three stanzas of the poem represent the poet's thoughts. 

3 What does the scene at Dover Beach look like? 

 The opening lines of the poem are a description of the sea-shore of the English 

port of Dover which faces Calais - a French coastal town. The Strait        of Dover 

connects the English Channel on the south to the North Sea on the        north. 

Since the poet is on Dover beach, he can see the light gleaming on and        off 

on the French Coast. The Sea is described as calm and the moonlight can        

be seen in the body of water separating England and France. Besides having        

a glimpse of the lights on the French coast, the white cliffs of England made        

of limestone are also shining in the moonlight. The poet invites his wife to        

come to the window to experience the beauty of the landscape at night. The        



calmness of the scene is disturbed with the pebbles being thrown back by the        

receding tide on the sea-shore. This alternating between the sea-waves        

sucking things from the sea-shore and then throwing them back brings within        

its continuous rhythm the notes of sadness. The scene at Dover beach        

though beautiful, has elements of sadness present within it. 

4 Discuss the main issue that makes Arnold so melancholic in this poem. 

In Mathew Arnold's world of mid-eighteen hundreds, the pillar of faith  supporting 

society was seen as shaking under the weight or the influence of new  Ideas. These 

new ideas were seen as the evolutionary theory of the English  physician Erasmus 

Darwin, the revolutionary ideas of Karl Marx and Sigmund Freud.  Moreover Victorian 

England saw great expansion of wealth, power and culture.  Institutional Christianity 

was shaken on a large scale and the Victorians experienced  a great age of doubt. It 

was the shaking of the foundations of religious faith which  makes Arnold so sad in the 

poem. This faith had wrapped itself around the Victorians  and saved them from despair 

and doubt. It was like the Sea wrapping itself around  the continents and islands of the 

world. The sea of faith has now become a sea of doubt. The progress made by science 

has led to a questioning attitude and challenging the fundamentals of religion. Thus the 

sea of faith is now retreating and the poet can hear it's sad withdrawing roar. 

What is now left, according to Arnold is a callous (uncaring) modern world in  

which hopes and prayers of people remain unanswered. The world only appears to  be 

a land of dreams but in reality there is no joy, love, peace in the absence of the  light of 

faith. Arnold explains the situation in the contemporary world through the  phrase "a 

darkling plain". The beautiful or the Romantic world as portrayed in the  opening stanza 

is a deception or a lie. Without the light of faith, we are living in the  darkness of our 

contemporary life style where our doubts and conflicts make us clash  with each other in 

the darkness of the night.  

5 Is the poem pessimistic or optimistic? Give reasons for your answer. 

The poem seems to open up on an optimistic note with the poet laying stress  on 

the Romantic features of the nightscape as viewed from Dover beach. The  moonlight is 

reflected in the waters of the Dover Straits separating England from  France. The 

distance between Dover and the French town of Calais being just twenty one miles, the 



poet can see the lights gleaming off and on the French coast. Captivated by the beauty 

of the night, the poet invites his beloved to feel the soothing effects of the night air. The 

visual beauty of the scene is captured in phrases such as 'fair', "gleams', 'glimmering' 

and 'moon-blanch'd sand' which fully conveys the effect of the full moon on the sand 

lying on the sea-shore. The note of sadness sets in the very first stanza in the auditory 

images (images related to sound) used by Arnold. The "grating roar" of the pebbles 

striking the sea-shore brings with them the ever-lasting notes of sadness. 

These notes transport the poet from the present to the classical Age where the 

Greek writer Sophocles was prompted to write about human tragedy under the influence 

of the ebb and flow of the sea sounding the notes of human misery. Like Sophocles, 

Arnold too was saddened by the indifference of nature towards the suffering of mankind. 

The pessimistic note in the poem which began towards the end of the first stanza 

continues in the rest of the poem. 

The poet is greatly pained to experience the retreating sea of faith which once 

protected and strengthened mankind in the middle of the nineteenth century. With its 

withdrawing roar and weakening strength, the sea of faith hardly has any life of breath 

left in it. With no light of faith to guide humanity, human beings are just groping 

(wandering) in the dark with nothing to protect them in times of despair. They are like 

the unprotected naked sands scattered on the sea-shore bereft of (i.e. without) the 

protective layer of religious faith. 

The pessimism reaches its peak in the last stanza and Arnold's Central 

statement is that we are 'on a darkling plain'. This metaphor sums up the maze (web) of 

confusion engulfing the contemporary world. Thus he appeals to his beloved to be 

sincere in love in a world which appears to be a land of dreams but is actually lacking in 

the light of faith and the associated virtues of joy, peace and compassion. With no 

stability experienced in life, human beings are engaged in endless struggles and 

conflicts in their ignorance of their ultimate destiny. 

Self-Assessment Questions 

1. Matthew Arnold is considered the representative poet of ……………………age. 

2. The poem “Dover Beach” reflects the ………………… state of mind. 

3. In this poem the poet is concerned with shaking of man’s belief in …………….. 



4. Arnold uses the name of ………………………….., a famous Greek dramatist, in 

this poem. 

 

2.6 POST-READING ACTIVITIES 

Write a composition or paragraph on the topic "The World appears attractive but 

the reality is distressing." 

You have often heard of the proverb, "All that Glitters is not gold". Many a times 

in life we come across situations where what appears on the surface is not the reality. 

Thus what appears as attractive may usually be deceptive or fake. People who are 

excessively polite and humble are the ones who really harm others. Politicians with their 

sugary speeches and tall promises are the really corrupt people in life. One should 

never be taken in by the surface layers of reality and strive to find out the distressing 

truth lying underneath them. However the world of today is dominated by the media and 

the World Wide Web which represent the outer reality as flashy and alluring. It is a world 

full of colour, sound and fascinating images. It is the copy of the real objects which sells 

more than the original. The world of advertising thrives on the flashy literature 

surrounding materialistic objects. The consumerist world of today is flooded with models 

of the real object which in fact is nowhere to be found. Every copy of the real is replaced 

by a better copy or an imitation implying that every object has a limited time span. In 

such a world the real has lost its value as the copy sells much more than the original. 

This is very true of the world of fabrics and cosmetics. Every imitation is so perfect that 

it is impossible to discriminate between the true and the false. 

2.7 Language Development Exercises  

Comprehension is a useful activity to test your understanding. You must read the 

passage twice before answering the questions. The first passage has been done 

for you. 

Unseen Passage-I 

Situated at about 10,000 ft, the Sangla valley is the place where Himachal 

Pradesh greets Tibet. The Chinese border is 30km away. Sangla is a picturesque drive 

through winding mountain roads. The topography changes constantly with the Sutlej 

hurtling across the valley. Normally the first hint of snow-clad Himalayan peaks is visible 



near Karcham- just 12km short of the Sangia valley. The valley offers a few camps, 

nestling on the banks of the Baspa river, in the backdrop of some dramatic peaks. 

Tucked away in the craggy folds of the- Himalayas, Sangia is a land that few people 

know about. Today, after centuries of being shrouded in mystery, the veil has been 

lifted, allowing tourists a chance to commune silently with nature and gods. The 

picturesque Sangia lies on the banks of the enchanting Baspa river in Kinnaur district. 

Ringed by the high Dhauladhar ranges, Kinnaur lies on the ancient trade route, the old 

Hindustan-Tibet road linking India with Tibet. 

Read the above passage carefully. Now, answer the following questions: 

(i) At what height is the Sangla Valley situated? 

(ii) What is the name of the river which flows across the valley? 

(iii) What is the exact location of the Sangla Valley? 

(iv) Why has Sangla Valley been shrouded in mystery? 

(v) Use the underlined words in sentences of your own. 

Answers : 

i) The Sangla Valley is situated at a height of 10,000 feet on the border between 

Himachal Pradesh and Tibet. 

ii) The Sutlej river flows across the Sangla valley. 

iii) The Sangla Valley lies on the banks of the Baspa river in Kinnaur district, on the 

border between Himachal Pradesh and Tibet, only 30 km. away from China. 

iv) Since Sangia Valley is situated in the far away corner of Himachal Pradesh,         

only 30km away from China, very few people knew of its existence. It is only         

very recently that the veil of mystery has been lifted and the tourists have         

started visiting it. 

v) Picturesque - I can only admire a beautiful sight, but cannot give a         

picturesque description of it to others. 

 Topography - When you visit a new place, get hold of a map showing the         

topography of the place. 

 Craggy - The sight of snow on the craggy peaks was breath-taking. 

 Shrouded - His family history is shrouded in mystery. 

 Enchanting - I got an enchanting view of the sea from the top of the hill.  



Unseen Passage II 

It is a matter of much satisfaction that the Union government has  responded to 

the public outrage over rampant ministerial and bureaucratic corruption  by announcing 

specific measures to tackle the menace. There were too many  discretionary powers 

that ministers enjoyed which were being routinely misused. By  scrapping most of these, 

the Group of ministers appointed by the prime minister has taken a major step forward. 

Having got used to wielding such extraordinary powers which, in the first place should 

never have been there, it would be interesting to see whether the ministers actually give 

up these privileges or find ways to circumvent the new ban on these quotas through 

some ingenious jugglery. This would therefore require strict vigil on the government's 

part. It is widely accepted that electoral malpractices form the fulcrum of corruption. If 

electoral reforms are duly brought about, there would indeed be much to gain. The 

package of measures laid out by the Group of Ministers to curb corruption is impressive 

indeed. But so often in the past, reforms have remained only on paper due to vested 

interests sabotaging well-meaning policies. The government must ensure this time 

around that good intent is backed by action that is durable and strong. 

Read the above passage carefully and answer the following questions : 

i) What major decision has been taken by the Group of Ministers to tackle the  

 problem of corruption? 

ii) Why is a constant vigil required on the government's part? 

iii) Why are electoral reforms necessary? 

iv) What is our past experience regarding reforms? 

v) Use the underlined words in sentences of your own so that their meaning 

  becomes clear. 

 (i)outrage (ii)rampant (iii) menace (iv) circumvent (v)fulcrum (vi)sabotaging 

Answers to Self-Assessment Questions: 

1. Victorian 

2. Confused 

3. Religion 

4. Sophocles 

 



2.8 Further Reading 

M. H. Abrams. Glossary of Literary Terms. 

W. J. Long. History of English Literature.  

Douglas Bush. Matthew Arnold: A Survey of His Poetry and Prose. 1971. 

2.10 Model Questions 

1. Critically discuss how Arnold dealt with the changes which were taking place in 

Victorian life with special reference to the prescribed poem. 

2. Is the poem “Dover Beach” a critical commentary upon the Victorian life? Prove it 

with examples from the poem. 

3. What is the universal message which Arnold gives / teaches through this poem?  
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3.1 Objectives 

After reading this chapter you will be able to: 

• Understand the central theme of the poem “Anthem For Doomed Youth”. 

• Critically analyze Owen’s poem on thematic and formal aspects. 

3.2 About the Poet 

Wilfred Owen(1893 - 1918) is a well-known English poet of World War I. He  was 

inspired by his experiences as a soldier to write about the morbid absurdity of  war. 

Before becoming a soldier, he was a teacher. When the war broke out, Owen  enlisted 

and was eventually sent into combat in France. Soon after, he was  declared unfit. In 

1917 he was sent back to the United Kingdom with a case of  neurasthenia ("shell 

shock"), and ended up meeting poets Siegfried Sassoon and  Robert Graves at a 

hospital in Edinburgh. With Sassoon's encouragement, Owen  began writing naturalistic 

poems about the horrors of war, while experimenting  with poetic forms. 



After he recovered, In 1918, he returned to military service and participated  in 

the war. He was killed by a German counter-attack on 4 November 1918, just  seven 

days before ceasefire was declared. 

Most of his poems were published only after his death. In the post-war mood of 

repulsion against the death and destruction that war brings, Owen's reputation grew in 

the 1920s and '30s. His poems include "The Last laugh" (which begins with the line "Oh, 

Jesus Christ, I'm hit. (he said, and died") and "DulceEt Decorum Est," in which he 

mocks "the old lie" that it is honorable to die for one's country. Other well-known poems 

of his are Insensibility", "Anthem for Doomed Youth", "Futility", and "Strange Meeting". 

His poems have a shockingly realistic quality and bring out the horrors of warfare. 

3.3 About the Poem  

The poem is in the sonnet form, containing fourteen lines - two quatrains of four 

lines each, followed by a sestet of six lines. The theme is the futility and brutality of war 

which so tragically cuts short young lives. It is not only young men who are affected by 

war. Even non-combatant girls suffer enormously. If young men "die like cattle", young 

girls mourn for their dear ones and the pallor of their brows is like a pall. 

The poem is rich in audio-visual imagery. It begins with a series of sound images 

which are followed by visual images. Thus through the resource of language, it 

becomes a truly evocative experience. 

3.4 Pre-reading Activities  

Let us learn something in general about the thematic context of the poem before 

reading it. 

Q. 1 : Look at the title of the poem and guess what the poem is about. 

Ans : The word "anthem" is usually used in a celebratory sense, as in "national        

anthem". It is a joyous word and refers to songs of national or religious 

importance. But the other words in the title, "Doomed Youth", prepare us for the 

tragic tone and tell us that something solemn and sad is involved. 

Q. 2 : How is war depicted in epics like the Ramayana and the Mahabharata? 

Ans : While war's destructive potential is hinted at in most epics, the stress        usually 

is on the great heroism and prowess of fighters. Questions of moral goodness 

and badness of the fighters is often very important. 



Q 3 : How is war depicted in Indian cinema? 

Ans : In Indian cinema, war is usually reduced to a spectacle where the hero performs 

often impossible feats of power and glory. 

Q. 4 : What is your own attitude towards war? 

Ans : War is destructive. Not only soldiers, but also ordinary people suffer immensely. 

Individual acts of bravery may be heroic, but the over-all effect is negative. War 

rarely solves any problem. 

Q. 5 : Do you think war is ever justified? 

Ans : It is difficult to say. May be there are times when war becomes inevitable. But 

considering the destruction it brings about, it usually creates more problems than 

it solves. 

Comprehension Exercises : 

 Answer the following questions in a word or a sentence each. (You should do this 

after trying to read the poem with the help of the glossary given in the book) 

Q 1 : Who dies as cattle? 

Ans : It is the young men and boys fighting as soldiers who die like cattle. 

Q 2 : What sounds are described as prayers ('orisons') by Owens? 

Ans : The sounds produced by "the stuttering rifles' rapid rattle", i.e. the quickly        

repeating gunfire, are ironically likened to prayers. 

Q 3 : Which sounds are likened to "choirs"? 

Ans : The choirs literally are choruses that sing as part of a religious ceremony;        

but the poet here refers to the frantically shrill sounds of war like those of the 

shells, and the faint sounds of distant and 'sad' bugles. 

Q4 : What is described Owen as the 'pall'? 

Ans : The pallor on the girls' brows while they mourn the young men's death reminds 

the poet of the pall (burial garment in which a corpse is wrapped). 

3.5 Short Answer Type Questions  

Q 1 : What is an anthem? Is the word suitable for the poem? Why? 

Ans : The word anthem is usually used for a song of praise (to God or to a saint or        

to a nation) or a song of devotion or loyalty. It is a joyous affirmation of the        

greatness of a nation or institution. But the poet uses the word ironically and 



satirically. The scene the poem describes is one of death and destruction, much 

of it pointless. No bells are tolled for the dying soldiers, nor are they given proper 

burials. The word, therefore, brings out the tragedy of the situation rather than 

greatness or any grand heroism. 

Q 2 : What elements comprise a homage to the dead soldiers? 

Ans : The dead soldiers do not get the homage of a proper, dignified burial. No 

religious ceremonies are performed. No bells toll for them, no prayers are 

offered. They simply die 'like cattle'. However, the poet likens the sounds of 

gunfire to prayers and the gun-shells swishing past their bodies to religious 

choirs. This is the only immediate homage they get. 

3.6 Long Answer type Questions  

Q1: Is this a sad poem or a celebratory poem? Does youth refer to young men        

only? How does war affect young women? Explain with detailed reference to the 

poem. 

Ans : It is basically a sad poem. It does not think of war as anything heroic to be        

celebrated. The poet is appalled by the very large number of young deaths in the 

First World War (1914-1918) in which he himself had participated and was later 

killed. 

 The poet does not glorify war or the idea of war-heroism or martyrdom. His        

tone is blunt and straightforward. The soldiers, he believes, are killed like        

cattle, rather pointlessly. There is something pathetic about it. There is no time or 

occasion for niceties like burials and religious services, there is not even a 

pretension of these things. The only prayers are the rattle of the guns and the 

shells speeding past. There are no candles to mark good-bye. The only 

unspoken farewells are the glimmers In their dying eyes. No bells are rung for 

them. As they lie dead on the ground, no mournful cries are heard. No one thinks 

of even mock-ceremonies for them. No one thinks of raising monuments. When 

the news of their death reaches their respective shires, no more than the 

sounding of a bugle is performed. Thus the poet finds nothing glorious in being 

killed in the war. Apart from the soldiers who get killed, the war also affects 

.others who don't directly take part in the war. The word 'youth' used in the title of 



the poem refers not only to young men but also the girls and women who suffer 

equally in losing their dear ones. They don't die physically but something 

precious within them dies when they learn of the soldiers' death. The only 'pall' or  

shroud they can offer them is the pallor (paleness) of their faces. This paleness - 

caused by tension, pain and grief - is the silent tribute they give to the soldiers. 

There are no proper burials, so there are no flowers. The only flower the women 

can offer is the anguished 'tenderness of patient minds', or loving resignation to 

fate. They sadly draw the blinds on the windows as evening falls to be alone with 

their grief. There is an emptiness in these bereaved women's lives that is even 

worse than death because it is a life-long source of pain.  

Q 2 : Pick the last word of each line and arrange them in the same order as the         

lines. Mark the words which rhyme with letters a, b, c, d, e, f, g. You will a         

definite plan. Comment on this. 

Ans : On careful reading, we find the rhyme scheme is ababcdcd, effe, gg. This makes 

the poem a sonnet. It contains fourteen lines, consisting of three quatrains 

(groups of four rhyming lines) and a concluding couplet. This scheme connects 

the lines as well as ideas. The first two quatrains or eight lines present images of 

battlefield in terms of sounds - passing-bells, booming guns, rattling rifles, 

muttered prayers, 'shrill, demented choirs' of gun-shells, 'bugles from sad shires'. 

Cumulatively they build a sad  image of cacophonous chaos and question the 

value of war in which young soldier meet futile death. 

 Then in the third quatrain and the concluding couplet, visual images dominate: 

candles, glimmers of good-bye in the eyes, the pallor on the women's face, 

flowers, dusk, drawn curtains. This last image of drawn-down curtains is 

especially poignant as it not only concludes the poem but hints at the women's 

suffering which outlives the conclusion of the war. 

 There is a gradual shifting of emphasis which is logically connected. The first 

eight lines focus on the death of the soldiers and rather noisy conduct of war - 

the noise ironically stressing the pointlessness of war. The last six lines focus on 

the quieter but even more intense grief of the women which a direct 

consequence of the noisy war.  



3.7 Post-reading Activities 

Q 1 : Write a short paragraph on The Futility of War 

Ans : All through history people have fought wars. Wars were fought even in tribal 

times for various reasons but mostly for annexation and control of territory. With 

the rise of the nation-state and the idea of militant patriotism, the danger of war 

increased. In modern times wars have become much more destructive than 

before. With the coming of nuclear weapons, wars threaten the very existence of 

mankind. History should teach us that wars always create more problems than 

they. are supposed to solve. There are sometimes wars thrust upon us and there 

is no choice but to fight back. But mostly wars are caused by ignoble motives of 

greed and jealousy and power politics. In our own times, wars sometimes 

become an end in itself. It brings no wealth or honour to anyone except to the 

armaments industry. Governments often cynically use wars for internal political 

ends. In some military-ruled states, wars and the fear of wars become a tool of 

power for  the ruling establishment. As far as the common people are concerned, 

war can only bring misery and untold suffering. Two World Wars have been 

fought in recent history with catastrophic consequences. They left behind a trail 

of blood and gore, desolated fields and factories. The psychological after-effects 

of the wars left whole generations angry and anguished. For a  while, the mood 

of the world remained anti-War but things are again changing for the worse. This 

is in spite of the fact that recent wars fought by even the mightiest nation on 

earth, America, have been counter-productive. One shudders to think what would 

happen if a full-fledged world war breaks out now and the fiercely destructive 

nuclear weapons are used. Wars never solve any problem. Perhaps mankind will 

have the good sense to realize that. 

Q 2 : Look at this passage related to the theme of the poem. Read it carefully and then 

try to answer the questions given at the end: 

Ans. A Russian soldier VasilyMishninonce wrote to his pregnant wife: "We go to        

the depot to get our rifles. Good Lord, what's all this? They're covered in        

blood; black clotted lumps of it are hanging off them. ... It is frightening even        

to sit or lie down here — the rifle is shaking in my hands. My hand comes down 



on something black: it turns out there are corpses here that haven't been cleared 

away. My hair stands on end. I have to sit down. There is no point in staring into 

the distance — it is pitch dark. All I can feel is fear. I am so frightened of the 

shells that I want the ground to open up and swallow me........ Suddenly a 

screeching noise pierces the air, I feel a pang in my heart, and something 

whistles past and explodes nearby. My dear Lord, I am so frightened — and I 

hear this buzzing in my ears. I leave my post and climb into my dugout. It is 

packed; everyone is shaking and asking again and again, "What's going on? 

What's going on?" One explosion follows another, and another. Two lads are 

running, shouting out for nurses. They are covered in blood. It is running down 

their cheeks and hands, and something else is. dripping from underneath their 

bandages. They're soon dead, shot to pieces. There is screaming, yelling, the 

earth is shaking from artillery fire and our dugout is rocking from side to side like 

a boat. . . . Our eyes are full of tears, we wipe them away, but they just keep 

coming because the shells are full of gas. We are terrified. ... We will probably 

never see each other again — all it takes is an instant and I will be no more — 

and perhaps no one will be able to gather the scattered pieces of my body for 

burial. 

Question 1 : What scene is the Russian soldier describing? 

Question 2 : How does he react to the situation? 

Question 3 : Describe the condition of the wounded soldiers. 

Question 4 : What happens after the artillery fire? 

Question 5 : Give the meaning of these words: depot/screeching/bandage/artillery. 

Answers : 

Answer 1 : He is describing the scene of a battlefield. A war is obviously in progress.  

  Guns are being fired. People are dying and getting wounded. 

Answer 2 : He reacts with fear and panic. As he sees blood and gore, he feels 

  restless. As his hand accidently touches a corpse, his hair stands on             

   end. Other soldiers are equally frightened and confused. 

Answer 3 : The wounded soldiers are covered with blood which is running down  

  their cheeks and from beneath their bandages. They shout for nurses.  



  Their eyes are full of tears, they wipe them away, but the tears just   

 keep coming. 

Answer 4 : After the artillery fire, there is screaming and yelling. The earth 

   shakes. There is a fire. The soldiers' dugout rocks from side to side   

 like a boat. The shells are full of gas. The soldiers are terrified. They   

 think they will never see each other again no one will be able to 

   gather the scattered pieces of their bodies for burial. 

Answer 5 : A 'depot' is a depository for goods; 'screeching' means sharp piercing             

   cry; 'bandage' means a piece of soft material that covers and 

protects    an injured part of the body; 'artillery' means an army unit that 

uses    big guns. 

Self-Assessment Questions 

1. Wilfred Owen is the ………………………….. poet. 

2. The poem “Anthem for Doomed Youth” is a (a)………………….. and contains 

(b)……………..lines. 

3. The poem is about the (a) ……………………… and (b) ………………..of war. 

4. The poem is rich …………………………………imagery. 

 

3.8 Language Development Activities  

Question 1 : What are onomatopoeic words ? Find examples of such words. 

Answer : Onomatopoeic words are words which derive their meaning from a 

   close imitation of. the sounds of some phenomena. For example, 'boom'   

  imitates the sound of a gun; 'zoom' imitates the sound of something  

  swishing past us at a fast speed. There are similar words in Hindi. 

   Phar-pharaana, lath-path, lot-pot, siski and hichki would be good 

   examples. 

Some other onomatopoeic words are : 

achoo 

ahem 

bark 

bash 



bawl 

beep 

belch 

 

cheep 

chirp 

clang 

clank 

clap 

clatter 

click 

clink 

 

ding 

drip 

thud 

hiss 

purr 

tweet 

twitter 

Question 2 : Make sentences with at least five of the English expressions given in the 

textbook. You may add some more by checking a dictionary. 

Answer : We are giving you five sentences using five of the onomatopoeic words in the 

illustrative list given above. 

1. He fell down with a big thud. 

2. I attended his birthday bash yesterday. 

3. The bird was chirping merrily. 

4. The water was dripping from the glass filled to the brim. 

5. The car engine purred into action. 

 Now use the remaining words in sentences of your own. Find more similar words 

in  a dictionary. 



Question 3 : Do as directed 

(a) Rewrite the following in prose order 

 Not in the hands of boys but in their 

 eyes Shall shine the holy glimmers of 

 good-bye 

Answer : The holy glimmers of good-bye shall shine not in the hands of boys but in  

their eyes, 

(b) Rewrite the following sentences making suitable changes 

        There will not be (no prayers nor bells) for them There will not be (nor any         

voice of mourning) for them. 

Answer : There will be neither prayers nor bells for them. There will not be any  voice of 

mourning for them  

(c) Rewrite the following changing 'save' 

1. There will be no prayers and mourning for them (save the choirs) 

2. There will be no prayer or mourning for them (save the shrill, demented         

choirs of waiting shells) 

3. There will be no prayers and mourning for them (save the bugles calling        from 

the shores) 

4. Now combine the above three sentences into ONE meaningful sentence        

using 'that is' where necessary. 

Answer : 

1. There will be no prayers and mourning for them except the choirs 

2. There will be no prayers and mourning for them except the shrill, demented 

choirs of waiting shells 

3. There will be no prayers and mourning for them except the bugles calling        

from the shores.  

4. There will be no prayers and mourning for them except the choirs, that is, the 

shrill, demented choirs of waiting shells, and the bugles calling from the shores. 

(d) 'Youth' is a noun that refers to young persons. Find other words in the poem 

which refer to a group or collection. 

Answer: The words are cattle, brows, choirs, shires. 



Answers to Self-Assessment Questions 

1. First World War 

2. (a) sonnet, (b) fourteen 

3. (a) futility, (b) brutality  

4. Audio-visual 

 

3.9 Further Reading 

M. H. Abrams. Glossary of Literary Terms. 
W. J. Long. History of English Literature.  
Guy Cuthbertson. Wilfred Owen. 2014. 

3.11 Model Questions 

1. Discuss the poem in light of the poet’s experience of First World War. 

2. How does the poem convey the poet’s strong belief that the War is a futile and 

brutal affair? 

3. Does the poet shows his affection for the young soldiers? Prove with examples. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson - 4 

 

THE UNKNOWN CITIZEN  

W.H.Auden 

Structure 

4.1 Objectives 

4.2 About the Poet 

4.3 About the Poem 

4.4 Comprehension Exercises 

4.5 Short Answer Type Questions 

4.6 Long Answer Type Questions 

4.7 Language Development Activities\ 

4.8 Further Reading  

4.9 Model Questions 

 

4.1 Objectives 

After reading this chapter you will be able to: 

• Understand the main idea and theme of the poem. 

• Critically analyze the salient features of the poem.  

4.2 About the Poet  

W.H. Auden (1907-1973) is best remembered as one of the major "Signature Poets", 

who published his work, in New Signatures in 1932. He came into prominence in the 

nineteen thirties for his poetry of social protest. Auden was in the early stages of his 

career a socialist and a passionate follower of Karl Marx. It was when he immigrated to 

America in 1939 and began living as an American citizen that his left wing politics lost 

its critical sting. Most of Auden's works reveal a belief in class-struggle, sympathy for 

the mass of society and severe criticism of the conservative English upper classes. The 

major themes of his poetry include love, politics and citizenship. He realized that 

governments which exercised total control over their citizens' curbed human freedom. 

Thus he was critical of communist states as well as capitalist societies which succeeded 

in snatching away an individual's freedom. 



4.3 About the Poem  

The poem is in the form of an epitaph on the grave-stone of a factory worker. The state 

builds a marble monument for this average citizen who in all his actions had been a 

'saint'. He never performed any action which would go against the interests of the 

society. This man gets good reports from the various institutions of the state such as his 

employers, his union leaders, the social workers, the Press and the researchers into 

Public Opinion. In none of the reports is it revealed that this anonymous citizen had 

done something wrong. However the irony of his existence is revealed when nobody 

even knows whether this citizen had any freedom or happiness. The last two lines of the 

poem reveal that the very question of freedom and happiness was a strange one as the 

institutions of the state required total conformity or consent from the unknown citizen. 

The irony of existence in a communist state is revealed when we realize that this citizen 

without a name had subordinated all self-interest to the good of the greater community. 

It is the suppression or extinction of his identity that is regarded as 'saintly' in a state 

with  perfect control. Nobody knows anything about the views of this anonymous 

character  because a social spy system works like a watch-dog or a controlling authority 

on the  members of the society. Its purpose is to detect any deviation from the uniform  

standard of conduct (behavior)strictly imposed by the laws of mass-organization.  Thus 

the poem "The Unknown Citizen" is to be read for its ironical meaning and not  the 

surface meaning which paints a glowing picture of the unknown citizen. 

4.4 Comprehension Exercises 

Now let us answer a few questions before we start reading the poem. 

Q1 Who is a good citizen? 

 An individual who performs his duties well is a good citizen. His duties are both 

personal as well as towards the society and the government. 

Q2. Look at the title of the poem. Can you guess what the poem is about? 

 The title of the poem indicates that it is about a person without a name. It is very 

rare to find such a person as all of us have been given an identity. It appears as if 

such a person is living far away from society. 

Q3. What is the difference between a resident and a citizen? 



 A resident is a person who just lives in a certain area whereas a citizen is      

someone who not only lives in a certain area but he abides by its rules and also 

belongs to that area. She could be a native of that area or has acquired rights by 

being a green card holder. A resident can also be a foreigner or a noncitizen. 

Q4. What are the antonyms of citizen? 

 The various antonyms are foreigner, alien, noncitizen, outsider etc. 

Q5. Is society necessary? Does individualism go against society? 

 Yes, society is necessary as man is a social being. Individualism does not go      

against society as an enlightened society encourages the growth of an      

individual. 

Answer the following questions in a sentence or two. Do these questions after 

reading the poem with the help of the glossary. 

a) Who is the "unknown" citizen of the poem's title? 

Ans. The "unknown" citizen of the poem's title is everyman or an average man living 

under the rule of a state like the Soviet Communism or any absolute political 

system. This communist state provided all the material benefits of life to its 

citizens but only by taking away their individual freedom. 

b) Who has erected the marble monuments? 

Ans. The marble monument has been erected by the rulers of the communist state. 

c) What do you understand by the word "the state"? 

Ans. The state in the poem refers to the authoritarian rulers belonging to the 

Communist government in the Soviet Union or any political system which 

completely takes away a person's freedom. Their purpose or chief motive was to 

wipe out all differences between the people of the state by making everything 

uniform. This led to the suppression or curbing of individual identity as well as 

freedom. 

d) What does "Greater Community" mean? 

Ans. This phrase refers to all the people of the state. The unknown citizen sacrificed 

all his personal desires and wishes for the benefit of the people of his state. 

e) Who are the employers of the unknown citizen? 



Ans. The employers of the unknown citizen are the people of a company known as 

Fudge Motors Incorporation in the Soviet Union. 

f) What was his nature? 

Ans. The 'unknown' citizen could reconcile with all conflicting roles. He succeeded in 

the double role of a loyal worker and a regular member of the workers' union. 

This was only possible in a totalitarian or absolute rule of communism where both 

the union and the employers bowed to the state ideology (collective way of 

thinking). 

g) What did the Health-card show? 

Ans. His health card showed that he had good health as health services were 

provided in equal measure to everyone by the state. 

h) What does the phrase "fully sensible" mean? 

Ans. 'Fully sensible' here refers to the unknown citizen's full awareness of material 

goods being available on installments. 

i) How many children did he have? 

Ans. The unknown citizen had five children. 

j) How was he? Free or otherwise? 

Ans. The unknown citizen was certainly not free as he did everything in the manner in 

which he was directed by the state. His attitude was 'conformist" or being in total 

agreement with the directions of the state. 

k) What was his attitude towards happiness? 

Ans. The unknown citizen's life is so completely controlled by the state that to       

question him about his happiness is very odd. When the smaltest to the biggest 

details of a person's life are in the hands of someone else, it is useless to talk 

about his happiness. It is therefore certain that the unknown citizen was unhappy 

but he could not even reveal his dissatisfaction. In fact the line separating 

happiness from unhappiness was meaningless for him as he only did what the 

state desired of him. 

I) What is your opinion about the unknown citizen?  

Ans. The unknown citizen cannot show any of this real feelings or reaction towards        

something. He has to behave as others want him to do so. He lives in the fear        



of the state's shadow. Thus it is very difficult to look beneath his superficial self 

and form an opinion about him. 

4.5 Short Answer Type Questions  

a) Do you like the poem? Explain why. 

Ans. Yes, I like the poem as a very significant idea of a person's identity being taken 

away by the state is conveyed through the title and the simplicity of the poet's 

tone. Everything seems to be right and falling in place for this unknown citizen 

who represents the ordinary man in a communist state. He satisfies his 

employers, his trade union and the social set up to which he belongs has no 

complaint against him. However the irony in the poem is revealed in the last two 

lines which reveal his complete slavery to the state regime. This points to his 

complete loss of freedom and hence his unhappiness. The prosaic tone of the 

poet is a complete contrast to the reality about the unknown citizen. 

b) Would you like to be like "the unknown citizen" or become a "well-known       

citizen"?  

Ans. The unknown citizen is like a prisoner of the state. He seems to be free but  

actually he cannot reveal the slightest dissatisfaction with the state. Thus, no  

one would like to be like the unknown citizen. It is far better to struggle and strive 

to become a citizen who has an identity and is well known amongst his fellow 

beings. 

c) Do you like the tone of the poem? 

Ans. Yes, the tone of the poem is really to be appreciated. Throughout the poem the 

poet is all praise for the unknown citizen who is compared to a saint whose 

actions are carried out for the benefit of the mass of people. He has all the 

material gadgets necessary for a modern life and even his opinions are very 

'proper'. He does not differ from the generally held views about any subject. It is  

the tone of complete approval for this average man that sets the reader thinking 

that there is something terribly wrong. It is over-praise or approval that is the clue 

to irony in the tone. The two questions posed at the end of the poem reveal that 

he is neither free to do anything and nor is he happy. 

d) What is poet's attitude towards "the unknown citizen"? 



Ans. The poet's attitude towards the unknown citizen is one of disapproval. It is 

thepoet's heaping of too much praise on this citizen that makes the reader realize 

that the bubble will burst somewhere. The last two lines of the poem tell us that 

nobody even heard of there being anything wrong with this citizen. These lines 

lead us to the intensity with which the unknown citizen's freedom of egression 

had been snatched. In fear of the state's spy network, this citizen did not reveal 

his true feelings in the slightest measure. These lines make the reader infer 

about the sarcastic attitude of the poet towards governments or bureaucratic set-

ups which exercise absolute control over their citizens. Though the poet has  the 

union of soviet socialist republic in mind, this can also be true of any bureaucratic 

set-up. 

e) Why does the poet call him "the unknown citizen" and not "an unknown citizen"? 

Ans. The poet calls him "the unknown citizen" because he is a representative of every 

ordinary citizen. Like the other ordinary citizens of the all-powerful state,   he is a 

man with no name and hence no identity. Had the poet written about "an 

unknown citizen", he would have referred to the condition of one unknown citizen 

and not all ordinary men lacking in their individuality under an absolute or 

authoritative rule.  

f) Do you agree with the idea that a tax payer is a good citizen? 

Ans. It is not necessary that a tax payer is a good citizen. By paying tax at the right 

time, a tax payer is definitely helping the government but not questioning the  

government about its policies. The duty of a good citizen is to keep a check on 

the government's functioning by frequently questioning it. 

g) What are the union reports about the unknown citizen? 

Ans. The trade union reports about the unknown citizen show that he paid his dues in 

time, attended their meetings and hence the reports considered him loyal to the 

union. The poet by putting the line (Our report on his union shows it was sound) 

is actually being ironical. The fact that the unknown citizen was never 'odd' in his 

views and nor did he disagree with anyone shows that he was a conformist in 

everything. His very -virtue' is the source of his weakness and this 'yes man' 

becomes an object of laughter. 



4.6 Long Answer Type Questions   

a) Explain why "the unknown citizen" remains unnamed in the poem. What effect is 

achieved by not naming him? 

Ans. The unknown citizen is a blind follower of state policies, opinions and attitudes. 

At no point of time does he make the slightest assertion. He does not even dare 

to show his unhappiness or his lack of freedom. He remains unnamed in the 

poem as he does nothing different from the average man in a communist state. 

He just adds to the number of people or the mass of men without any 

individuality of his own. 

 The unknown citizen does everything to please others and to conform to the       

views of others. He does nothing to distinguish himself or make a rflark for       

himself. Since he achieves nothing different from the mass of men, he remains       

unnamed in the poem. 

 The unknown citizen's objective in everything that he does is to serve "the 

Greater Community". Thus he suppresses all personal desires and never fights 

for gaining an identity for himself. Therefore the poet has not addressed him by 

any name. 

 The effect of leaving him unnamed is to bring the reader to realize that despite all 

the good things done by him. there is something terribly wrong with him. His 

existence in an absolute regime (i.e. with perfect state control) makes him lose 

his right to question and to make a choice between various things. Losing these 

basic human rights also makes him lose his name which is the first indicator of a 

person's identity. The effect of not naming the unknown citizen is to make the 

reader conscious of the irony of his existence - he lives for others and not his 

own self. Thus he remains without a name. 

b) How is the "the unknown citizen" identified? Why does the "state" erect a       

monument for him? 

Ans. The unknown citizen is identified by the number that exists on his monument. 

The state erects a marble monument for him in order to show that an ordinary       

citizen enjoys a lot of glory after death. However the irony is that throughout his 

life, the unknown citizen has sacrificed his freedom and happiness for the benefit 



of the society. He has never been able to express his satisfaction or 

dissatisfaction with anything. His identity is that of a number which is given to him 

by the Bureau of Statistics. The monument is also identified by a number which is 

a reminder of a person in jail. 

c) What are the poet's views on the "the unknown citizen" and the "state" that 

honours him? 

Ans. In the poem, the poet does not give his individual opinion about the unknown 

citizen but cites the names of various agencies of the government. To begin with, 

the Bureau of Statistics gives its own opinion about the unknown citizen. His 

union reported that he participated in its activities and even the report of his 

employers showed that his work was satisfactory. The Press was convinced 

about his normal reactions to everything. The researchers into Public Opinion 

agreed that he held the adequate opinions about various events. The teachers of 

his children reported that he never interfered with the education of his children. 

All the reports revealed that the unknown citizen did just what was desired by the 

various institutions of the state. All the reports convey his passivity or total 

conformity or agreement with the various state channels such as the Press, 

Education, the Health Department and the Life Insurance Sector. The poet by 

giving us a string of positive reports from various branches of the state suddenly 

punctures it all by the two questions given at the end. An enquiry into the 

unknown citizen's freedom and happiness indicates that the poet is highly critical 

of the existence of the unknown citizen. Since no department heard about 

anything being wrong with the unknown citizen, indicates the complete silence on 

the part of the unknown citizen. 

 The poet's ironical attitude towards the unknown citizen and the state becomes      

clear when he terms the questions of freedom and happiness as extremely      

strange questions. Moreover, the heaping of too much praise on the unknown      

citizen provokes the reader into thinking about this citizen's real freedom and 

happiness. 

e) What is wrong in being "the unknown citizen"? Explain in your words. 



Ans. It is wrong to be the unknown citizen because the complete submission before 

any authority is harmful. This citizen surrenders his free will and judgment for the 

happiness of the state. His life is that of mere existence and not a full life where a 

person has the freedom to choose what he wants and deny the things he does 

not like. His life is no better than that of a prisoner of the state which is keeping 

him in chains even though he has not committed any crime. 

f) Why is the question "was he free? Was he happy?" Termed "absurd"? 

Ans. These questions are termed as absurd because in a state controlled society, it is 

sinful to talk of a person's individual freedom and happiness. In such a society 

one is merely adding to the number of people as no one is allowed to be an 

individual in his own right. The state encourages only such citizens who fully 

surrender themselves before the regulations of the state. The state being all-

powerful, the citizens have no right to exercise any power to gain individual 

freedom. In such a setup it is thus strange to talk of happiness and freedom. 

Self-Assessment Questions 

1. W. H. Auden is considered as one of the major signature poets because 

he published his works in …………………………………. 

2. In earlier stages of his career Auden has supported  

…………………………. 

3. The present poem is in the form of …………………………. 

4. Auden uses the term …………………………………… to refer to the state 

of people.  

 

4.7 Language Development Activities 

The following words have been matched with their meanings. Now make sentences with 

them.  

The first three have been done for you. 

a) Scab disloyal trade unionist 

b) Erect build 

c) Fired sacked  

d) Bureau Organisation 



e) Greater Community Society 

f) Conduct behavior 

g) Opinion view 

Scab: - .The college union termed her as a Scab for she had joined hands with 

the authorities. 

Erect:- A large size statue of the founder of the Organisation is being erected on 

the Campus. 

 Fired:- His bad behavior with his colleagues has resulted in his being fired. 

2. Fill in the blanks with the antonyms of words given in brackets. 

Was he free (slavish)? Was he happy (sad)? The question is meaningless 

(meaningful). Had anything been wrong (right), we should certainly (uncertainly) have 

heard. 

Correction of Sentences: 

 In order to write English correctly, it is important to put words belonging to 

different  parts of speech in the right order. It is also essential that the verb agrees with 

the  subject and the tense is correct. Some of the sentences have been done for you. 

a) My brother is in army (Incorrect) 

 My brother is in the army. (Article 'the' has been added) 

b) I-had visited London last year. (Incorrect) 

 I visited London last year. (had is superfluous) 

c) He didn't do the work yet. (Incorrect) 

 He has not done the work yet. (Correct) 

d) He walks rather fastly. (Incorrect) 

 He walks rather fast. (Correct) 

e) He is neither wrong or right. (Incorrect) 

 He is neither wrong nor right. (Correct) 

f) Please knock the door before you enter. (Incorrect) 

 Please knock at the door before you enter (Correct) 

Now do the rest of the sentences on your own. 

g) Write your name on the top of the page. 

h) The children are playing under the shade of the tree. 



i) Leave my hand. 

j) The captain with his team are in the field. 

k) I didn't see any movie this month. 

I) The earth is moving round the sun. 

m) My brother is always studying. 

n) I came now only. 

o) Can you give me one rupee? 

8. Rearrange the words in the following sentences to make them meaningful. 

(a) He is leaving for his village to sell his land along with his wife. 

 He is leaving for his village along with his wife to sell his land. 

(b) Is he going, tell me where, 

 Tell me where is he going. 

(c) He a factory worked in got never and fired. 

 He worked in a factory and never got fired. 

(d) Why does escape he to want? 

 Why does he want to escape? 

(e) The Modern Man to necessary he everything had. 

 He had everything necessary to the modern man. 

Answers to the Self-Assessment Questions 

1. New Signatures 

2. Socialism / Communism 

3. Epitaph 

4. “Greater Community”  

 

4.8 Further Reading 

M. H. Abrams. Glossary of Literary Terms. 
W. J. Long. History of English Literature.  
Rainer Emig. W. H. Auden: Towards a Postmodern Poetics.  

4.9 Model Questions 

1. Discuss the ironic tone of the poem with suitable examples. 

2. How does the poem refer to the restrictions imposed upon a citizen by the 

authority? 



3. What value and meaning does the freedom entail for the citizen as well as the 

poet? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson - 5 

 

LETTER TO A TEACHER 

Students of Barbiana School 

Structure 

5.1 Objectives 

5.2  The School of Barbiana 

5.3 About the Letter 

5.4 Short Answer Type Questions 

5.5 Long Answer Type Questions 

5.6  Post-Reading Activities 

5.7 Language Development Activities 

5.8 Further Reading 

5.9 Model Questions 

 

5.1 Objectives 

This chapter will enable you to: 

• Understand the content and subject matter of the letter. 

• Summarize the major ideas expressed in the letter. 

• Critically analyze the letter 

5.2 The School of Barbiana 

Have you ever tried to recall your school days? If you have, then you can tell whether 

you have happy memories of those days. Some children prefer going to school rather 

than staying at home. There are several reasons for this. Some children don't have a 

proper place to live-either it is overcrowded or has a problem of cleanliness. There is 

not enough space to sit and study. Some children have to cope with parents who are 

abusive and domineering. Such children naturally want to get away from home. 

But some children don't like to go to school, and there are several reasons for 

this too. The attitude of the teachers is one major reason, the method of teaching 

another. Also, some children do not get along well with their class mates. 



When you recall your school days, do you have any suggestions to make. Do 

you feel that you would have learnt more if the school system-the syllabi, the teaching 

and testing method had been different? If so, then you should either write an essay or 

letter about your school experience and give your suggestions which can make learning 

a pleasant experience and which can equip you better for future challenges. 

You must have noticed that many children, especially children belonging to the 

underprivileged sections of society very rarely complete their schooling. They leave their 

studies midway. They are referred to as "dropouts". This word suggests as if they have 

left their studies voluntarily, whereas the fact of the matter is that they are forced to 

discontinue their studies, because our education system is not sensitive to their special 

needs. They are supposed to compete with children who come from an altogether 

different background with the result that they are unable to cope with the expectation of 

the teachers, and this leads to frustration and they are forced out of the education 

system. Can you suggest ways and means to bring such children into the mainstream? 

 Can you distinguish between the words "education" and "literacy"? 

 Literacy means the ability to read and write whereas education means the 

process of learning especially in schools and colleges. 

 Similarly, do you know the difference between "information" "knowledge" and 

"wisdom"? 

 Information means facts or details about something or somebody.  

 Knowledge means the information, understanding and skills that you gain 

through education or experience. 

 Wisdom means the ability to make sensible decisions because of the experience 

and knowledge that you have gained. 

 After understanding the meaning of these words, don't you think that the essence 

of education should be the sum of all that we have gained through experience 

and knowledge and you must have realized that if you have a lot of knowledge 

and experience it makes you wise, and wisdom should be the goal of true 

education. 

5.3 About the Letter 



 'Letter to a Teacher' was originally written by students of the Barbiana school. 

Barbiana was a small village in Tuscany, Italy. The school of Barbiana was set 

up by Lorenzo Milani to provide an alternative for those poor children who were 

forced to leave traditional school. The letter is an indictment (severe criticism) on 

the existing education system which is insensitive to the special needs of poor 

and the dispossessed. 

5.4 Short Answer Type Questions  

(a) Why does the "student" (actually "students") think that the teacher won't         

remember him? 

Ans : "Letter to a Teacher" seems to be written by one boy alone, but the book         

from which this extract has been taken was written by eight students of the 

Barbiana school. The letter draws attention to the injustices of the         

conventional school system. It is in this context that the "student" thinks that the 

teacher won't remember him because being one of the poor village children he 

could not compete with the children who belonged to rich families with the result 

that children like him were either failed out of school or were grossly discouraged 

and no attention was paid to their special talents or needs. 

(b) Where do the children go when they are "failed out" of school? 

Ans : Since these children belong to poor peasant families, once they are "failed out" of 

school, they have no other option but to go back to the fields and help their 

parents in their struggle to earn livelihood or start working in factories. 

(c) In what way is the school similar to the student's home? 

Ans : These children belong to poor families and their parents are illiterate. They         

can not help their children in studies. There are no books, nor a telephone. The 

school is similar to their homes in the sense that though there is silence and 

good light and a desk to sit, but the teacher does not offer, any help to the poor 

students in their studies. Rather he stands at a distance and keeps a close watch 

over them as if they were thieves. 

(d) How is the school different from his house? 

Ans : The school is different from his home because whereas at home he has a         

nagging mother and other small children who expect him to help them in         



doing their homework, here in his school there is nobody to disturb him. 

Moreover, the place is well-lighted and he has a desk all to himself. 

(e) Name the three mechanical devices which, the author says, are Used to         

avoid people. 

Ans : The poor student says that the teacher who looks down upon him for his         

ignorance knows even less of his fellow men than himself. He mentions a         

few mechanical devices which the rich people use in order to prevent a direct         

contact with fellow human beings- the lift helps them in moving up and down         

the building in isolation, the car too serves the same purpose, and the third         

one is telephone which helps one to talk to people without seeing their faces         

and visiting them at their homes. 

(f) he author contrasts students "who know Cicero" with those who don't. What         

does this contrast suggest? 

Ans : Cicero was Roman orator and author. A knowledge of his works is considered to 

be mandatory for every student of classical education. But the writer of this letter 

feels that a knowledge of Cicero is of not much significance in comparison with 

real life experiences-like sharing the grief and joys of fellow men and women and 

a deep understanding of their character. 

(g) Why does the student say that the teacher should "be a bit humble at least"? 

Ans : The student feels that the^teacher's knowledge is merely bookish. He does not 

know how to talk to a worker, his language, his choice of words,  everything is 

wrong, whereas the poor student has a deep understanding of the thoughts of 

these people even when they remain silent or try to conceal their feelings by 

talking of something else. The fact is that the class to which the teacher belongs 

is totally cut off from the culture to which the nine-tenth of people belong. 

Therefore, the student advises the teacher to be a bit humble because his 

knowledge too has limitations, perhaps more serious than his. 

(h) 'A man who pretends to row in an imaginary boat would be given an "A" in         

physical education'. Does the student really mean this? If not, what does this         

statement suggest? 



Ans : The statement is a satire on the bookish knowledge of people who have cut 

themselves completely off from reality. Since they don't' have any experience of 

real life situations they can just imagine about these things. They just ignore the 

special abilities of the poor children who can really be helpful to others. 

 You have read the answers to the questions given in your text book. Now, 

we give a few more questions and you must answer them in two to five 

sentences each. 

(a) Why does the teacher ignore the poor student? 

(b) Why is the "student" dissatisfied with the conditions at his home? 

(c) What is the "student" trying to convey when he says "A thousand motors roar 

under your window every day. You have no idea to whom they belong or where 

they are going". 

5.5 Long Answer Type Questions  

(a) Attempt a character sketch of the author of the "letter" on the basis of information 

given by him about his home etc. 

Ans : The author of the "Letter" is an underprivileged student who is a victim of the 

injustices of the conventional system of education. He raises his voice against 

the class bias of the educational system and advocates new methods to teach 

children especially the less privileged students. 

 From the letter it is apparent that the student is a poor child who has been  

pushed out by a traditional school. For his teachers he is just an underprivileged 

student and they have a deep bias against the learning abilities of such students. 

Therefore, they have no qualms (misgiving) in failing them again and again till the 

time they are forced to leave the school. Once out of school they are forced to go 

either to fields or to start working in factories. And their teachers forget all about 

them. 

        The "student" of this letter finds it difficult to cope with the traditional way of  

teaching, more so because his teacher instead of helping him with his studies 

looks at him with suspicion. The situation at his home is also not such that would 

enable him to learn much in the traditional sense. There are no books, no one to 



nelp him with his lessons, for his parents are illiterate and there is no place which 

he can call his own and where he can sit without being disturbed. 

 Though he finds it difficult to compete with children who are rich and privileged as 

far as traditional, bookish knowledge is concerned but he is far ahead of them in 

certain other things. He shares a bond of sympathy with fellow human beings 

and is quite ready to help them in their time of need. He has a deep sense of 

affinity with nature and is not cut off from his fellow brethren as the children 

belonging to rich families are. He has a deep understanding of what is going on 

in the minds of people who live in his village though he may not know what is 

there in books written by great writers of classical age. 

 He is not a good player of such games as basketball, cricket etc and his teacher 

looks down upon him for he cannot play these games as well as his more 

privileged classmates can. The conventional system fails to recognize his special 

abilities which are very useful in day to day living, for instance, his ability to climb 

a tree and to cut heavy branches and then drag these branches through the 

snow to his home so that his mother can prepare food for her family. Whereas, 

the rich students indulge in imaginary adventures, the life of poor students is full 

of real adventures and it makes them better equipped to face the challenges of 

life. 

(b) The author distinguishes between two kinds of students, with different sets of 

skills. Identify the groups and their distinct skills. 

Ans : The "letter" written by a student belonging to a poor, peasant family is a strong 

indictment (severe criticism) of the conventional education system. The children 

belonging to poor sections of society are considered a separate class and a 

special treatment is meted out to them. The teachers instead of helping them in 

their studies look at them with suspicion. Their minds are biased against them 

and they are predisposed to underestimate their learning abilities. Because of 

poverty, they do not have access to good books and they lack the facilities at 

home which would enable them to study in peace. Therefore, it becomes difficult 

for them to compete with more privileged students who are better equipped to 



cope with the conventional methods of learning where the emphasis is on 

bookish knowledge. 

 But it does not mean that they do not have their special abilities. Whereas the 

rich students may know what is written in the books written by classical          

writers, they do not have any experience of real life situations. They live a          

secluded life, do not like to mix up with ordinary people, therefore their          

knowledge of human nature is very limited. They do not like to help others in their 

time of need with the result that they don't trust anyone since they  hardly know 

anyone apart from their own exclusive group. On the other  hand, the students 

belonging to less privileged sections know each and everyone in the village, they 

share a deep bond of sympathy with people and  are helpful to them in their time 

of need. The rich students know the world through books, pictures or films but 

they lack the deep knowledge of human nature which comes through interacting 

with people and facing real life problems. Therefore, they are not as well 

equipped to face the challenges of life as their poor counterparts. They may be 

good at playing such games as football, basketball or cricket but lack the skill to 

work with their hands in a way that can be helpful in facing day to day problems 

of life, for instance, a poor student has the ability to climb a tree, cut heavy 

branches and then drag them back through snow to his home in order to help his 

mother prepare food for the family. Rich students like to indulge in imaginary  

adventures, whereas poor students face real adventures everyday in their lives.  

(c) Describe the system of education presented in Letter to a Teacher. 

Ans : The education system presented in Letter to a Teacher is formulated with          

children of richer sections of society in mind. The emphasis is on bookish          

knowledge. It is very essential to have a knowledge of books written by          

classical authors. Naturally, children who belong to less privileged sections          

of society cannot have access to such books and the atmosphere at their          

homes too is not conducive (helpful) for such studies because they hardly          

have a place which is quiet and where they can sit in solitude. 

 Even the games they are required to play like basketball, football, cricket etc. 

need a lot of training and professional guidance since these games are played 



according to certain rules. The poor children though they are much ahead of their 

rich counterparts in physical agility (quickness) and are much more skillful in 

working with their hands, they often cannot perform very well in the games they 

are required to play at school. 

 After reading these long answers, you must try to attempt a few long 

questions on your own.  

a) What according to the author are the shortcomings of school education? 

b) What according to you are the reforms in the education system suggested by 

Letter to a Teacher? 

5.6 Post-reading Activities 

 Letter to a Teacher is an open letter not written to anyone in particular but meant 

for general readership as it draws our attention to a problem which needs urgent 

attention. We write such letters when we want to initiate a discussion on an issue 

of public concern or to state our views on a particular issue. You too can try to 

write such a letter on any issue which you feel deserves the attention of 

concerned authorities. We have given one example of such a letter in order to 

make you understand how such letters can be written. 

(a) Write an open letter to the education minister about the heavy load of 

books school children are made to carry and suggest ways by which the 

school bag can be made lighter. 

Ans : 

 Dear Education Minister, 

 Like me you too must have seen small children carrying heavy school bags 

which seem bigger than their own bodies. Whenever I see small children crushed 

under the weight of heavy school bags, I wonder whether it is essential to make 

them go through this ordeal. 

 I think our education system needs a thorough overhaul. The emphasis should 

be shifted from mere bookish knowledge to activity based knowledge. Instead of 

depending solely on what is written in books the students should be encouraged 

to think for themselves. Creativity should be the hallmark of our new education 

system. Our present education system curbs the creative ability of our students. 



It puts, we can say, blinkers on their eyes - they are forced to see and think in 

one particular way. Every individual is different and we should allow our students 

to give expression to their individuality. It will result in an all round development 

of their personality 

 Moreover, they should be encouraged to make things with their hands. It will 

make education a pleasant experience and the fear of going to school will be 

wiped out of their minds. I hope you will give a thought to my suggestions and 

initiate a national debate on such an important issue so that some consensus 

can emerge. It can go a long way in ameliorating the misery of young children 

who are the future of our country. 

Self-Assessment Questions 

1. The writers of this letter are the (a) ………………………….. of (b) 

……………………….. school. 

2. Barbiana is a (a) ……………….. in (b) ………………………… 

3. This school was set up by …………………………… to educate the poort 

children. 

4. The tone of the letter is …………………………… of the existing 

educational system. 

 

5.7 Language Development Activities 

The apostrophe is widely misused but its correct use conveys meaning and 

prevents ambiguity. Here we will tell you how you can make the contracted form 

of words by  using the apostrophe. Contraction means a word formed by joining 

two or more  words by omitting or combining some sounds. 

 Read the following sentences and carefully note the underlined words to 

understand  the difference in the use of the apostrophe. (').  

a) You won't (would not) remember me. 

b) I don't (do not) have to deal with my mother. 

c) My sister's (of sister) little boy. 

d) Avoiding people's (of people) faces.  



3. In your text book, there is an exercise which asks you to write the contracted  

form of certain words. In order to help you we have solved this exercise for you. 

We  hope that after you have understood how this is done, you will find it easy to 

write the  contracted form of certain other words that you may come across while 

reading other  lessons in your book.  

a) I + am = I'm 

b) You + are = You're 

c) She + is = She's 

d) It + is = It's 

e) I + will = I'll 

f) I + would = I w'd 

g) I + have = I've 

h) I + had = I'd 

i) Is + not = Isn't 

j) Are + not = Aren't 

k) Does + not = Doesn't 

I) Did + not = Didn't 

m) Can + not = Can't  

n) Could+ not = Couldn't 

o) Have + not = Haven't 

p) Were + not = Weren't  

q) Would + not = won't 

r) Shall + not = Shan't 

s) Should + not = Shouldn't  

t) Must+ not = Mustn't  

The main use of the apostrophe is to indicate the possessive case. In such sentences 

as 

i) The house is our's 

ii) The book is her's 

 The apostrophe (') marks possession : (i) the house belongs to us (our's), (ii) the 

book belongs to her (her's). 



To form the possessive 

a) Normally, add-'s in the singular, e.g. 

Bill's book 

his master's voice 

and the apostrophe alone in the plural, 

e.g. 

the Johnsons' dog 

a girls' school 

Plural nouns that do not end in -s add - 's to the plural form, e.g. 

Children's books 

Women's liberation 

b) Most nouns ending in s_add -'s the singular possessive, e.g. 

my boss's 

St James's square 

Hick's 

Father christmas's 

To form the plural possessive, add an apostrophe to the s_of the plural in the normal 

way, e.g. 

My bosses' strategy 

Octopuses's tentacles 

In your text book there is an exercise where you are asked to see where does the  

apostrophe of possession belong We have solved this exercise for you so that you can 

fully understand how the apostrophe marking possession is used. 

a) the ladys bag (the bag belonging to the lady) lady's 

b) The woman's dress (the dress belonging to the woman) woman's 

c) The babies food (the food of the babies) babies' 

d) The soldiers rifles (the rifles of more than one soldier) soldiers' 

e) The dogs biscuits (the biscuits belonging to one dog) dog's 

f) The dogs biscuits (the biscuits belonging to more than one dog) dogs' 

g) The cats whiskers (the whiskers belonging to one cat) cat's 

h) The cats whiskers (the whiskers belonging to more than one cat) cats' 



i) The girls father (the father of more than one girl) girls' 

j) The girls father (the father of one girl) girl's 

k) The cars wheels (the wheels of one car) car's 

I) The cars wheels (the wheels of more than one car) cars'  

 We hope that now you have understood where to use the apostrophe of 

possession. 

Try to solve the following exercise. 

a) This task is not a childs play. 

b) His mothers eyes filled with tears. 

c) The peasants agitation disrupted normal life. 

d) In this film the heroines mother dies in an accident 

e) The birds chirping cheered him up. (many birds) 

Linkers 

 Linkers are those words which help us to connect ideas and sentences and 

enable  others to understand what we say. These words are also called transition 

words and  connectors. We give you an example: you won't remember me. on 

the other hand I  have often had thoughts about you 

or 

You are paid to help me. Instead you waste your time keeping me under guard 

" On the other hand" and "Instead" are examples of linkers. Linkers have several  uses 

and these are 

to give examples (for example, for instance etc) 

to add information (And, in addition, etc.) 

to summarise (In short, In brief etc) 

to sequence ideas (The former, The latter etc) 

to give reason (Because, Since etc) 

to give a result (Therefore, So etc) 

to contrast ideas (But, However. Nevertheless) 

5. There is a list of linkers. You have to fill the blanks in the following sentences with 

suitable linkers. 

List of Linkers 



 Actually, as a result, because of, even though, for example, fortunately, in 

addition, in conclusion, in contrast, in order to, moreover, obviously, on the other 

hand, specifically, still. 

a) In order to take the exam you must have 75 per cent attendance 

b) She was hit by a car, fortunately, she escaped with minor injuries. 

c) I love Hyderabad! food, for example I am very fond of biryani, 

d) I am too busy to help you, moreover I think you can do it by yourself. 

e) He calls himself a "professor" even though he's only a teaching assistant. 

f) I wasn't hungry actually. I had dinner with my friends. 

g) Falcons fly 200 miles per hour in contrast, ostriches cannot fly at all. 

h) J-le wakes up early to get ready for school obviously, he. likes his school. 

i) We needed to buy some winter clothes, in addition, we needed some        

blankets. 

k) He is very wealthy, on the other hand his brother has no money at all. 

l) People are moving out of central Hyderabad because of the pollution. 

m) Even though, he wrote her many letters, she refused to reply 

n) She speaks excellent English in addition, she is fluent in several Indian        

languages 

o) In conclusion may I wish you a happy college life. 

 We are sure that you will like to fill in a few blanks with linkers yourself. We give a 

few sentences and you are required to fill the blanks with the right linkers from a 

few given in brackets 

a) _______ hard he may try he is bound to fail. 

 (Maybe, Howsoever. Therefore) 

b) She loved him _______ she refused to accept his proposal. 

 (Moreover, in contrast, consequently, still) 

c) The thief was caught red-handed ________ he was very good at dodging police 

 (even though, nevertheless, perhaps, instead) 

d) My father invited his boss for the dinner ______ he sent his assistant 

 (in order to, instead, as a result, in addition) 



e) My father loved me more than my brother ______ my mother loved my         

brother more than me 

        (in order to, specifically, whereas, in addition) 

Answers to the Self-Assessment Questions 

1. (a) Students, (b) Barbiana 

2. (a) small village, (b) Tuscany, Italy 

3. Lorenzo Milani 

4. Critical 

 

5.8 Further Reading 

M. H. Abrams. Glossary of Literary Terms. 
W. J. Long. History of English Literature.  
Carmel Borg, Mario Cardona, and Sandra Caruana. Social Class, Language and power: 

‘Letter to a Teacher’: Lorenzo Milani and the School of Barbiana. 2013.  

5.10 Model Questions 

1. Who is/are the author/s of the “Letter to a teacher”? Sketch a character of the 

writer/s. 

2. What impression does the school leave on the consciousness of the students? 

3. What type of education and school system is presented in the letter? Elaborate 

with examples. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson – 6 

THE BEST INVESTMENT I EVER MADE 

BY A. J. Cronin 

Structure 

6.1 Objectives 

6.2 About the Author 

6.3 About the Chapter 

6.4 Comprehensive Exercises 

6.5 Short Answer Type Questions 

6.6 Long Answer Type Questions 

6.7 Post-Reading Activities 

6.8 Language Development Activities  

6.9 Further Reading 

6.10 Model Questions 

6.1 Objectives 

After reading this chapter you will be able to: 

• Understand the main idea of the lesson. 

• Grasp the importance of invest time in something. 

6.2 About the Author 

Archibald Joseph Cronin was a Scottish physician and novelist. He has also worked as 

a medical inspector of mines and later became a doctor. Most of his novels deal with 

the lives of doctors and other medical personnel. His best known novel is The Citadel 

(1937). Apart from novels he has also written a number of short stories and essays.   

6.3 About the Chapter 

First of all, let us see if we can guess the profession of the author or the narrator from 

the title of this lesson. From the title it appears that the lesson is about some investment 

that the narrator made. The question that we must ask ourselves is what  do we 

normally invest? The answer is that we invest money. It means that we put  money for 

profit. We buy shares, stocks etc so that we can earn some money as  profit. But it is 

not necessary that we can invest only money. We can also invest time.  It means we 

can devote our time in order to achieve something in life. If we put in a  lot of hard work 

to achieve a great goal in life, that too is an investment. So it is difficult to guess the 

profession of the author from the title. Nor can we guess from the title what the lesson is 



about. We can only assume that the lesson is about some very good investment which 

gave the narrator great satisfaction. 

If you are asked the question, what in your opinion can be considered the "best" 

investment? We can say that if you have invested money, the best investment will be 

that which brings the maximum profit. It is not necessary that the profit means that you 

have been able to earn a good income. It can also be in the form of satisfaction you get 

if you have spent your money for some worthy cause. For example if you have given 

money to someone and it has helped him escape some great hardship and made a 

great material difference in his life; it will certainly give you a good deal of satisfaction 

and therefore it can be called a very good investment. I am sure you agree with me. 

Answer 'Yes' or 'No' 

1. Have you ever made an investment? 

2. Have you ever thought of helping a needy person? 

3. Have you yourself been helped by someone in your time of need? 

4. Do you think that if you help someone it benefits you more than the person         

 you have helped? 

6.4 Comprehension Exercises 

We hope that you have read the lesson. Now, we give you an exercise where 

you have to choose the correct alternative out of the given four. In order to help you, we 

have answered the first six, the rest you must answer yourself. 

1. Choose the correct alternative 

(a) The author / narrator is a 

 (i) doctor (ii) lawyer (iii) policeman   (iv) evangelist 

(b) The author / narrator says that he has "crossed the ................... many times 

 (i) Pacific (ii) Arctic (iii) Atlantic (iv) Artarctic 

(c) The author / narrator was in a mood to 

 (i) meet fellow voyagers   (ii) make new friends 

        (iii) rest and avoid casual contacts  (iv) enjoy himself 

(d) Mr. John appeared to be in his 

 (i) late 40s (ii) early 50s (iii) late 30s (iv) early 40s 

(e) Mr. and Mrs. John were returning from 



 (i) America (ii) England (iii) Australia (iv) Europe 

(f) It was Mr. and Mrs. John's ............. visit to that country 

 (i) last  (ii) second (iii) first (iv) penultimate 

(g) As a young doctor, where did the author / narrator set up practice in London? 

 (i) in a posh residential area  (ii) in a commercial area 

 (iii) in a working class colony (iv) he never practiced in London. 

(h) Besides the doctor, who else helped the young man? 

        (i) the landlady and the lawyer (ii) the landlady and the policeman 

        (iii) no one else   (iv) the doctor's wife. 

(i) The young man was working as a clerk in a 

        (i) solicitor's office  (ii) sergeant's office 

        (iii) government office  (iv) surgeon's office 

(j) The youth lost all his money in 

 (i) stock market (ii) gambling dens (iii) horse races (iv) lotteries 

2. Answer the following questions in a word or a sentence 

(a) What is a liner?  

Ans. A ship belonging to a regular line. 

(b) In the story, where did the liner's journey begin? 

Ans. From New York 

(c) What overall impression does the author / narrator get of Mr. John from his          

appearance? 

Ans. Mr. John appeared hesitant and of a serious and reserved nature. 

(d) What is Mr. John's profession? 

Ans. He is a solicitor. 

(e) In which "field" are Mr. and Mrs. John active? 

Ans. They have been active in the field of youth welfare for the last 15 years. 

(f) What is the author / narrator's estimate of their work? 



Ans. They took the misguided youth from the courts meant for young people and         

placed them in a healthy environment and rehabilitated them. Their work         

touched the heart of the author / narrator. 

Answer the following questions in a word or a sentence. 

(i) How many years ago did the author / narrator first meet Mr. John? 

(ii) The author / narrator refers to "those days of economic necessity". Which         

period of twentieth century could he be referring to? (Hint 1929-33 Great 

Depression, world economic crisis) 

(iii) Exactly how much money did the youth take from the office? 

(iv) What did the lad do with the stolen money? 

(v) What did the landlady offer the boy? 

6.5 Short Answer Type Questions 

Answer the following questions in about three to five lines each 

(a) Describe the mood of the author / narrator when he notices the stranger         

observing him. 

Ans. He was in no mood to make casual shipboard contact because he was tired         

and wanted to rest. Therefore he tried to ignore the man who seemed to follow 

him with his eyes. 

(b) Give a description of the stranger's appearance. 

Ans. He appeared to be in his early 40s. He was short in build, and had a fair 

complexion. He had a good forehead and his hair had started receding. He had 

clear blue eyes. He was dressed in a dark suit. His sober tie and rimless 

spectacles made him look very serious and sober. 

(c) Comment on the appropriateness of the title of the story. 

Ans. When the author / narrator listens to the story of Mr. John - how the money        

that he had given him some twenty-five years ago not only helped him to settle 

down in life but it motivated Mr. John to get actively involved in the rescue and 

rehabilitation of those children who had strayed away from the right path. 

Therefore, the money that he had invested, though it did not bring any monetary 

returns, yet it gives him immense satisfaction because it not only saves the youth 

from imminent ruin but it prompted Mr. John to save other similarly misled young 

people. So it certainly is the best investment that he could have made. 

Answer the following questions in about three to five lines each. 



(i) The sergeant decides not to report the suicide case. Do you think his decision        

is right? Is it legal? Give your reasons. 

(ii) In what condition the author / narrator found the young boy when he entered        

his attic. How was he able to save his life. 

(iii) What were the reasons responsible for the boy's decision to end his life? 

6.6 Long Answer Type Questions  

(a) What are the normal investments? How is the author's investment different? 

Ans. Investment in the most common sense means to buy property, shares in a        

company etc. in the hope of making a profit. The best investment in this sense is 

which brings the best monetary returns. But the one which brings best profits is 

not necessarily the best investment. Sometimes an investment does not bring 

any monetary dividends, yet it is a very good investment because it gives the 

investor immense satisfaction. 

       This is the subject of this lesson written by A.J. Cronin, He is a doctor by        

profession. He recalls an incident in his life when he had just set up in practice in 

a poor working class district of London some twenty-five years ago. When 

someone knocked at his door in the dead of night, he was surprised to see a 

sergeant of police. He asked him to come with him. It was raining very heavily. 

He led the doctor to an old building where the landlady showed them to a small 

attic where on a bed, a young boy was lying apparently lifeless. They tried to 

revive him. After a prolonged effort, they were successful and the boy sat up on 

his bed. It was a suicide case. He had tried to commit suicide after stealing 

money from the safe of his master - a solicitor, in order to pay off the money that 

he owed to the bookmaker since he had been betting on horses and had lost all 

his small savings. After stealing the money, he could not go back to the office 

because he knew that his master would start legal proceedings against him. He 

had stolen a meager amount, seven pounds ten shillings, and for this small sum, 

this boy had almost thrown away his life. 

      The doctor decided to give him seven pounds ten shillings so that he can        

replace the money in the office safe. This small gesture gave that misguided        

youth a new lease of life. After twenty-five years, he met the same boy now a 

grown up man. He was in his early 40s, and was happily married. He was        

himself by profession a solicitor now. But the most important thing was that he  

was now actively involved in the rescue and rehabilitation of child offenders. The 

seven pounds ten shillings which the doctor had given him had not only saved 

him from ruin, but has resulted in the rescue and rehabilitation of many 

misguided youngsters. So it turned out to be the best investment he had ever 



made in life. Though it did not bring him any monetary benefits, the satisfaction it 

brought surpassed any material gains. 

(b) How did the doctor's help change the young man's life? 

Ans. When the author / narrator first sees him he is lying almost lifeless on his bed. It 

was after a prolonged and exhausting effort that he was able to save his        life. 

He was a simple boy with a rural background. His parents were dead. His        

uncle who was saddled with the responsibility of looking after him wanted to        

be rid of the responsibility as soon as possible Therefore, he found him a        

position as a clerk in a London solicitor's office. He had been in the city for        

only six months when he fell into bad company because he was very lonely,        

without any friends in the big city. He began to bet on horses. Soon he lost all         

his small savings, and had even pledged all his belongings. He still owed         

money to the bookmaker. In desperation, he stole seven pound ten shillings         

in order to repay his debt. But now he was scared to go back to the office for         

he knew that the solicitor would start legal proceedings against him. So he         

went into his small room and turned on the gas. 

 The doctor after reviving him gave him the amount that he had stolen from the 

office safe. This small amount of money made a great difference. It saved him 

from utter ruin. He became a solicitor and married a woman who proved to be a 

very good wife and his companion in all his good deeds. He became a         

social activist and got actively involved in the rescue and rehabilitation of         

youngsters who were in the same state as he himself was many years ago. 

Thus, the small gesture of the doctor changed the entire course of his life. 

 After reading these answers, you must have understood how to write answers         

to these questions. Given below are a few questions. You must answers         

these questions in a simple and lucid language. But most important is that         

you must first understand the question. Your answer must be strictly relevant         

to the questions : 

a)    Attempt a character sketch of Mr. John. 

b)    What do you think is the moral or message of the story?  

6.7 Post reading Activities 

Imagine that the youth steals the money and loses Jt. But instead of attempting  

suicide he tries to run away and give it a different ending. 

Ans : He became an orphan at a very young age. He was living with his paternal        

aunt who considered him a burden and often scolded him. Still he was happy        

since he had many friends in the village. 



 This lasted for a few years till he was seventeen. His aunt thought that now        

he was old enough to fend for himself. Since there was nothing he could do in 

the village he was sent to a big city. He got a job in the office of a lawyer. But he 

could not get used to the life in a big city. He was like a fish out of water. After the 

office hours were over, he wandered aimlessly in the streets. He fell into bad 

company under their influence. He started gambling. He started smoking and 

drinking. He squandered away whatever little money he had saved. He borrowed 

money from his new found friends, in order to gamble in the hope that perhaps 

he would be able to pay back the money he had borrowed from them. But he was 

not so lucky. After some time, these fellows started pestering him to return the 

money he owned them. He didn't know what to do. In desperation, he stole 

money from the office safe. 

 Next morning, he was scared to go back to the office. He knew his master         

must have noticed the theft. He would surely hand him over to the police. He         

decided to run away from that city. He boarded a bus and reached another         

big city. He was completely at a loss what to do and where to go. He was         

hungry. He desperately needed money. It was in this state that he was         

noticed by a gang of criminals. They persuaded him to join them. They         

promised that once he joined them all his problems would end. Since, there         

was nothing else he could think of doing, he agreed. They made him do all         

sorts of petty crimes. He was sent to trains and crowded areas to pick         

pockets. He was asked to snatch gold chains and purses from ladies walking         

on the streets, he was even asked to commit robberies in the night. For a few         

months he was lucky and escaped being caught. But one day his luck ran out. 

While snatching the chain of a young girl, he was caught red-handed by         

passers by and he was badly beaten up by them. Then he was handed over         

to the police. He was tried for all the crimes he had committed. The         

magistrate sentenced him to two years rigorous imprisonment. 

 He was sent to a jail. He shared his cell With some hard-core criminals. Often         

he would sit in the comer of his cell and ponder why did all this happen to          

him? Was he himself responsible or was it destined to be so? 

        After reading the story can you think of a similar situation and narrate the story 

from a different point of view, for instance of the lawyer from whose office safe 

the boy stole the money or from the stand point of someone who knows what life 

is like in prison. 

Self-Assessment Questions 

1. The essay “The Best Investment I Ever Made” is written by 



………………….. 

2. The first name of the writer is (a) ………………., second is 

(b)………………………….. and the third /surname is (c)……………………. 

3. A. J. Cronin is a ……………………………….. writer. 

4. The writer was by profession a ……………………………….. 

5. …………………………… the famous novel of the writer. 

 

6.8 Language Development Activities :  

1.    Match the words with their meanings 

 a) intrigue  prohibit 

 b) complexion  decent 

 c) sober  advocate 

 d) vacant  empty 

 e) solicitor  way 

 f) channel  curious 

 g) ban   colour 

Ans : a) curious b) colour c) decent 

 d) empty e) advocate f) way  g) prohibit 

Rewrite the following passage using "he" in place of "I" and changing the 

past  tense into the present. 

I suddenly became aware that one of the other passengers was watching me 

closely  following me with his gaze every time I passed, his eyes filled with a queer 

intensity I  had crossed the Atlantic many times. 

Ans : He suddenly becomes aware that one of the other passengers is watching        

him closely, following him with his gaze every time he passes, his eyes are        

filled with a queer intensity. He has crossed the Atlantic many times. 

3. Fill in the blanks with articles/prepositions 



 He told me that this had been their first visit to America. It was not entirely a 

holiday trip. They had been making a tour of the New England states,        

inspecting many of the summer camps for young people there. 

4. Correct the following as and where required. 

 Incorrect    Correct 

a) Leave my hand   let go of my hand 

b) Who you are?    Who are you? 

c) What is your name?   What is your name?  

d) He is an European.   He is an European. 

e) Don't make noise.   Don't make noise 

f) Don't thrust him.   Don't trust him. 

g) I drank coffee.    I drank coffee. 

h) There is gift for you.   There is a gift for you. 

i) He felt down from the bus.  He fell down from the bus. 

Answers to the Self-Assessment Questions 

1. A. J. Cronin 

2. (a) Archibald, (b) Joseph, (c) Cronin 

3. Scottish 

4. Doctor 

5. The Citadel 

 

6.9 Further Reading 

M. H. Abrams. Glossary of Literary Terms. 
W. J. Long. History of English Literature.  

6.10 Model Questions 

1. What does the essayist mean by the best investment?  

2. What kind of investment can be considered the best according to this essay? 

3. How did the doctor help the patient? 

 



Lesson - 7 

 

TAKING THE LAW INTO THEIR HANDS 

J.B. D'SOUZA 

 

7.1 Objectives  

7.2 About the Author 

7.3 About the Chapter 

7.4 Comprehension Exercises 

7.5 Short Answer Type Questions 

7.6 Long Answer Type Questions 

7.7 Language Development Activities 

7.8 Further Reading 

7.9 Model Questions 

 

7.1 Objectives 

Reading this paper will enable you to 

• Understand the history of judicial activism 

• Find out the solutions of the grievances of people offered by the writer.  

7.2 About the Author 

Abraham Lincoln former American President, described democracy as government "of 

the people, by the people and for the people." But is it really so? Theoretically speaking, 

democracy is a form of government which ensures that people have a voice in the 

exercise of power, through elected representatives. But the reality is very different. The 

elected representatives once they get elected, very conveniently forget the people who 

elected them. When the people bring their problems before them, they just refuse to 

listen to them. The only option left to the people in such a case is to take their problems 

before the judiciary. The makers of our constitution in order to maintain the balance of 

power vested in the executive, the legislature and the judiciary, so distributed the power 

that each could keep a check on the other so that misuse of power can be prevented. 



Therefore it is the constitutional right of the people that whenever they feel that 

the government has failed to protect the rights of the people, whenever there is a 

ministerial or official wrongdoing, whenever, the people are unable to approach the 

elected representatives for action, they can go to the judiciary for the redressal of their 

grievances. In recent years we have seen manifold increase in judicial intervention in 

matters of government malpractices and action has been initiated against those in 

power on matters of public interest. But judicial activism carried to an extreme has its 

own drawbacks. 

Let us see what the writer of the essay has to say regarding this problem.  

J.B. D'Souza had a distinguished career as a bureaucrat. He was a civil rights crusader 

and tried hard to make the government agencies responsive to people's problems. 

7.3 About the Chapter 

The article in your book "Taking Law into their Hands" was published on November 27, 

1996 in the Times of India. The article deals with the history of judicial activism. The 

writer points out that the only recourse left to the common man when those in power 

refuse to listen to their grievances is to take their problems to the judiciary. But there is 

a danger in judiciary taking over the role of the executive and the legislature. This can 

disturb the balance of power the makers of our constitution wanted to guard against. 

Dear student, now you must read the article carefully. After reading it you should 

try to answer the comprehension questions given in your text book. The first question in 

your text book is to fill in the blanks by using a word or phrase from the article. In order 

to help you. we have solved this exercise for you: But first you should try to solve it on 

your own and then compare your answers with the answers provided by us. 

7.4 Comprehension Exercises 

1. Use a word or phrase from the passage to fill in the blanks in the following 

sentences : 

a) In 1996 Indian Courts began to show more assertiveness in condemning the          

wrongdoing of politicians. 

b) The courts now insist that the politicians' performance should be positive as well 

as moral. 

c) The judiciary of other countries like the USA has also been displaying increasing 

activism and working towards implementation of social justice.               



d) In India, the elected reprsentatives are too wrapped up in their own pursuits         

to take up the grievances of the common people. 

e) However, Indian politicians are now quite littery about the stand taken by the         

judiciary as it threatens their way of life. 

e) The danger of the new activism is that there may be a spurt in public interest         

litigation even over relatively trivial problems. 

g) The courts may also be pushed into taking decisions which have doubbtful 

legality. 

h) Further, the courts may end up taking on a policy-making role, instead of         

leaving that to the elected representatives 

 In your text book you have been asked to answer questions in a sentence or         

two, in three to five lines and long questions which you have to answer in ten         

to fteen lines. We have provided answers to most of these questions in this         

lecture script. But before reading our answers, you must try to answer these        

quests yourself and then compare what you have written with the answer        

provided by us. This will help you to improve your answers. 

2. Answers in a sentence or two 

a) Quote the sentence in the first paragraph which illustrates what Indian courts        

are doing to show their greater assertiveness. 

Ans : The following sentence illustrates Indian Courts' assertiveness where the 

judiciary had contended itself with forbidding gross ministerial or official 

wrongdoing in the past, it now demands positive performance and moral 

performance at that." 

b) Why did a Delhi court take a politician to trial? 

Ans : A Delhi court took a politician to trial for inciting mobs that killed Sikhs in the 

aftermath of Indira Gandhi's assassination. 

c) "In this evolution, Indian courts are not unique." What kind of "evolution" is the 

writer referring to here? 

Ans : The writer is referring to judicial activism. Activism is growing in the judiciary        

of other nations too. 

d) What example does the writer give to show that government and civil officials         

do not respond to complaints? 



Ans : The writer gives the example of how the complaints made to the Director, Anti 

Corruption and Brihan Mumbai Municipal Commissioner about corruption in the 

Brihan Mumbai Municipal Corporation have been ignored. 

e) Quote the sentence which uses sarcasm to tell us that the elected 

representatives think only of their own interests and will not bother about the 

common man's problems. 

Ans : The following sentence uses sarcasm to tell us about the indifference of our 

elected representatives "Few of us think of invoking our local MP or MLA or 

Corporator. Most of these worthies are too wrapped up in their own pursuits to 

bother about individual grievances." 

f) What examples does the writer give to show that the police and the CBI do 

nothing to help enforce justice? 

Ans : According to the writer, if a person tries to register an offence with the police          

he will discover that the "Duty" officer at the police station just reduces justice          

to an illusion. Similarly CBI too has not been able to complete the          

investigation in many cases for years. 

g) What two exemptions granted by the government attracted judicial investigation? 

Ans : The Maharashtra government wasted the taxpayers money by exempting the 

Michael Jackson show from entertainment duty. The Government of India too 

was guilty of favouring five star private hospitals with exemptions from custom's 

duty. 

7.5 Short Answer Type Questions 

a)    What changes have occurred in the attitude of the judiciary over the past twenty 

years? 

Ans : In the last twenty years Indian courts have become much more assertive, but           

the year 1996 is particularly significant because it saw a great increase in           

their assertiveness. They have assumed the role of making our wayward  

politicians and officials more ethical and just. Earlier the judiciary only intervened 

in cases of gross ministerial or official wrongdoing but now it expects positive and 

moral performance from those in power. 

b) In what way has judicial activism increased in countries like the USA? 

Ans : In 1954, the US Supreme Court made illegal discrimination on the basis of race 

in schools. A few years later the Supreme Court ruled that public schools must 



have mixed classrooms, even though in some cases children had to be carried 

right across the city to ensure a mixture, Thus the Supreme Court made 

segregation of children on the basis of race illegal. 

c) Why does the writer say that besides the courts an aggrieved citizen has no         

other avenue for redress?  

Ans : The writer says that before Independence the official were much more         

responsive to people's complaints, But after Independence ministers and         

officials are so engrossed (involved) in their own affairs that they don't have any 

time to attend to people's grievances. In such a scenario people are left with no 

option but to approach the judiciary for redressal of their problems. 

d) Why are politicians uneasy now?  

Ans : Indian politicians are nervous and uneasy because they feel that now they 

cannot do whatever they liked with impunity (without fear of punishment) They 

feel that judicial activism has put a check on their freedom. 

e) What three potential dangers of judicial activism does the author point to? 

Ans : The first danger is that our courts are already burdened with pending cases It will 

further increase their workload. Secondly, since the decision of the Supreme 

Court is final it will prompt them to take decision which are violative of the spirit of 

law. Thirdly, they may be tempted into assuming the role which lawfully belongs 

to the Legislature. 

f) The writer poses these questions at the end of the article, "Even if we have been 

choosing rulers who have brought the very concept of democracy into contempt 

do we now want to be ruled by a set of unelected judges? And then who will  

judge their decisions?" How would you respond to these questions? 

Ans : The power of the state has been distributed among three pillars of our 

democracy - the Executive, the Legislature and the Judiciary. In order to prevent 

the misuse of power, the makers of our constitution introduced a system of 

checks and balances where each of these is empowered to ensure that none of 

these three encroaches on the power that rightfully belongs to the other. In 

recent years due to gross misuse of power by the executive and the inability of 

the legislature to prevent this misuse of power, judiciary has to step in to 

safeguard the interests of the people. Yet this judicial activism is not without its 

share of dangers. Since the decision of the Supreme Court is final there is a 



danger of judiciary taking upon itself the powers which belongs to the executive 

or the .legislature. Lastly, the question arises who will judge the judges?  

7.6 Long Answer Type Questions  

a) Why has it become so necessary for the judiciary to intervene to deal with the         

malpractices of politicians and to take up matters of public interest? 

Ans : In the last twenty years there has been a remarkable increase in judicial         

intervention to deal with the misdeeds of our wayward politicians and officials. 

Now it is no longer content with preventing only gross ministerial or official 

wrongdoing as was the case in the past. Now the courts want to ensure         

positive performance from the government. 

 This assertiveness is not unique to India alone, but activism has been growing in 

the judiciary of other nations too. Indian politicians are nervous over this new 

development as it threatens their freedom to do whatever they please without 

paying any heed to public interest. Even when people bring to  their notice the 

problems they face, they conveniently ignore these complaints because they are 

so engrossed in their own affairs that they have no time listen to the grievances 

of the public. This is true of the politicians as well as other public servants, for 

example the police and the CBI. Therefore it has become imperative for the 

judiciary to intervene to put a check on the  malpractices of the politicians and 

officials. 

b) What is the writer's attitude towards the Indians judiciary? Do you think he is 

fairly accurate in his assessment? Refer to the text in support of your answer. 

Ans : The writer feels that it is necessary for the courts to intervene in matters of        

public interest. If the politicians and officials do not make any effort to redress        

the grievances of the people then the only option left before the public is to        

approach the judiciary. In pre-lndependence era, officials were more responsive 

to public needs. But after Independence politicians and officials turn a deaf ear to 

people's complaints. In such a scenario, people are left with no option but to have 

recourse to law courts. 

 The writer feels that courts cannot remain indifferent in matters which involve        

public interest and matters which involve wastage of tax-payers' money. He        

cites a few examples where the courts had to intervene to stop governments-       

state as well as central, from squandering away tax money on frivolous        

grounds. So far so good. But there is a danger involved if the courts start        

intervening in the functioning of the government on every trivial issue. The        



writer is justified in warning against over activism of judiciary. There is a        

danger that the judiciary will take upon itself the powers which the Constitution 

has vested with the Legislature and too much interference in the day-to-day work 

of the government will seriously hamper its functioning and will result in 

inordinate, delay in implementing policies which are necessary for the welfare of 

common people. Therefore, the judiciary should intervene in only such matters 

where such intervention is urgently required to undo some serious act of 

commission and omission. 

 Dear student, we have discussed with you most of the questions asked in 

the exercises. Now, you must attempt a few questions yourself. Answer the 

following questions in ten to fifteen lines. 

(i) Do you think that judicial intervention is the only way to provide redress to        

aggrieved citizens and to take up matters of public interest? Give reasons for        

your answer 

(ii) Do you agree with the writer that there are some dangers if the judiciary        

continues in its new role of attempting to reform the administration and the        

bureaucracy? Support your answer by citing real- life examples. 

(iii) Do you think the writer approves of judicial intervention or activism? Use        

evidence from the passage to support your answer. 

(iv) In what way is this article relevant today? Support your answer with the help        

of real-life examples where possible. 

Self-Assessment Questions 

1. Abraham Lincoln was (a) ………………… of (b)………………………….. 

2. He described democracy as the government (a)………………, 

(b)………………….. and (c)…………………. 

3. The present article was published on (a)…………………………….. in 

(b)…………………………………. 

4. The article deals with the history of ………………………….. 

 

7.7 Language Development Activities 

1. Read the text once again and pick up words which are related in form to        

the ones given below. 



 (The answers are written in bold print. But before reading the answers you must 

try to solve the exercise on your own) 

 (a) assert  assertive 

 (b) perform performance 

 (c) generous generosity 

 (d) murder murderous 

 (e) evolve  evolution 

 (f) exempt exemption 

 (g) predict predictably 

 (h) corrupt corruption 

 (i) investigate investigation 

 (j) appropriate inappropriate 

2. Imagine you are a news reporter and you are writing about a major theft        

in the city. Using the heading and the notes given below, write a full        

news report. 

Theft at Jhaveri Jewellers 

Front door locks broken 

Safety alarm disconnected 

Video recorder off 

Jewellery taken out of safe 

Empty cases thrown on the floor 

Stains on the glass show case 

Foot marks on the dusty floor 

Ans : A daring robbery took place at the famous Jhaveri Jewellers showroom         

located in the heart of the city. The theft was discovered when the owner of         

the showroom arrived in the morning after he failed to contact the watchman         

on duty on phone. He was shocked to see the front door locks broken. He         

immediately informed the police. Inside the showroom, the police found the         

safety alarm disconnected. The thieves had even switched off the CCTV         



cameras. They managed to break open the safe and removed the jewellery         

from the cases. The empty cases were found scattered on the floor. With the         

help of forensic experts, the police managed to lift some finger prints from the         

glass show case. Foot marks were found on the dusty floor. Thieves, believed         

to be four in number, seemed to know the place where cash and jewellery         

were kept. It seems to be the handiwork of some insider. 

 The police is acting on some clues and hope to nab the culprits soon. The         

exact amount of loss could not be ascertained immediately though it is         

believed to run into crores. The robbery has sent shockwaves through the         

business community. 

3. Decide which of the sentences below have the correct punctuation 

 (The exercise is taken from your text book. Before reading the answers provided 

by us, try to solve the exercise yourself) 

(a) (i) Two company managers, Mr. Carter and Mr. Vohra, spoke at the meeting. 

(correct) 

 (ii) Two company managers Mr. Carter and Mr. Vohra spoke at the meeting 

(incorrect) 

(b) (i) He couldn't remember when to use "Your's truly" and "Your's sincerely". 

(incorrect) 

 (ii) He couldn't remember when to use 'Yours truly" and 'Yours sincerely." 

(correct) 

(c) (i) My pay package includes salary, travel allowance, and medical allowance. 

(Incorrect) 

 (ii) My pay package includes salary, travel allowance and medical allowance. 

(correct) 

(d) (i) Strong customer care, and prompt service are our main goals. (Incorrect) 

 (ii) Strong customer care and prompt service are our main goals. (Correct) 

(e) (i) The meeting with the boss is at 5 P.M. (Incorrect) 

 (ii) The meeting with the boss is at 5 p.m. (Correct) 

 (iii) The meeting with the boss is at 5 pm. (incorrect) 

(f) (i) Those responsible for the project are: Mr Mathur and Ms Savithri. (Incorrect) 



 (ii) Those responsible for the project are Mr Mathur and Ms Savithri. (Correct) 

(g) (i) To be frank we did not know that this information is important. (Incorrect) 

 (ii) To be frank, we did not know that this information is important, (correct) 

(h) (i) We can do that part of the survey again. (We can delete previous          

responses.) (Incorrect) 

 (ii) We can do that part of the survey again (we can delete previous          

responses.) (Correct) 

(i) (i) Finish the project by this evening, or be prepared to work on Saturday. 

(Correct) 

 (ii) Finish the project by this evening or, be prepared to work on Saturday. 

(Incorrect) 

(k) (i) Many people these days train as engineers and work as managers. (Incorrect) 

 (ii) Many people these days train as engineers, and work as managers. (Correct) 

(I) (i) The new system would allow employees to work.flexi-hours; thus improving 

output. (Incorrect) 

(ii) The new system would allow employees to work flexi-hours, thus improving 

output. (Correct). 

Answers to Self-Assessment Questions 

1. (a) the president, (b) America 

2. (a) of the people, (b) by the people, (c) for the people  

3. (a) November 27, 1996, (b) Times of India 

4. Judicial activism  

 

7.8 Further Reading 

M. H. Abrams. Glossary of Literary Terms. 
W. J. Long. History of English Literature. 
Janet Pascal, Nancy Harrison, and John O’Brien. Who Was Abraham Lincoln? 2006  
7.9 Model Questions 

1. How and why did judiciary intervene in the political matters? 

2. What is the only way for people to adopt when their grievances are not 

addressed by the politicians?  



3. Critically examine the essay by using suitable examples. 
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8.1 Objectives 

After reading this chapter you will be able to: 

• Understand the main argument of the essay. 

• Critically discuss the value of water in the context of the essay. 

8.2 About the Author 

This is a well- known essay about the importance of water for plant and animal life. It 

was written by C. V. Raman whom some have called the father of Indian science. Born 

in Trichinapally in Tamil Nadu.in 1888, Sir C V Raman was a brilliant student. After 

doing very well in studies, he joined the Civil Services in 1907 but soon shifted to 

academic life as professor of physics. His doctoral research in the field of optics won 

him worldwide fame. He was elected to he Royal Society Fellowship in 1924 and won 

the Hughes Medal in 1930. The Queen knighted him in 1929 in recognition of his 

services to science. From 1933 to 1949, he served as professor of physics at the Indian 

Institute of Science in Bangalore. He then moved to independent research and founded 

Raman Research Institute. Late in life, Government of India  bestowed on him the first 



of its National Professorships. He was the recipient of the Nobel Prize for Physics in 

1930 for the discovery that when light traverses a transparent material, some of the light 

that is deflected changes in wavelength. This  phenomenon is now called Raman 

scattering and is the result of the Raman effect. 

8.3 About the Essay 

In this essay, this distinguished scientist calls water the elixir of life, the mythical  Amrit 

that sustains and revives life. Water bodies like rivers are streams are not only  

beautiful, they are the world's lifeline without which nothing can grow. It has  remarkable 

powers of carrying and depositing silt in suspension, though it can also  perform the 

destructive task of soil erosion. Water conservation is closely linked with  human 

welfare. This is especially relevant in an agricultural country like India. This commonest 

of liquids has amazing power to maintain various forms of life, on earth. Scientists are 

continuously making new discoveries about its properties and power. 

8.4 Comprehensive Exercises 

Question : What is the meaning of elixir? What in your opinion is the elixir of life? 

Answer : Elixir means an alchemical preparation which was formerly believed to have 

the power to prolong, sustain and even revive life. Like the mythical Amrit, it was 

believed to be a cure for all diseases. We do not know if such a thing ever 

existed. But considering the absolute necessity of the presence of water to 

sustain life - plant or animal - water may safely be called the elixir of life. 

Question : What are the properties of life? 

Answer : Life is a characteristic "that distinguishes objects that have signaling - and 

self-sustaining processes from those that do not." In simple words, living things 

can communicate and sustain themselves. Living things grow and change. They 

respond to stimuli. They can reproduce. They can pass on genetic information. 

They can adapt to the environment. 

Question : List the elements necessary to sustain life. 

Answer : Most life-forms need air (oxygen), water, some kind of heat/fire, and food. 

Question : From the introduction to this essay, write about the importance of water in 

three sentences. 



Answer : Water is the basis of all life- forms. Without it, no physiological activity is 

possible. Water is what sustains agriculture and thus human life. 

These exercises should be done after reading the essay with the help of the  glossary 

given in the textbook and, if necessary, a dictionary. 

A. Answer the following in a word or sentence each : 

1. Amrita is a mythic idea. What is the real elixir of life? 

Ans : Water is the real elixir of life because it sustains both plant and animal life. 

2.    Name the ancient civilization mentioned by Raman and the river which         

maintained it. 

Ans : The reference is to the Egyptian civilization and the river mentioned is the Nile. 

3. What is the common substance we take for granted in our daily life on earth. 

Ans : We take water with its amazing power and properties for granted. 

4. Pick two expressions Raman uses to describe importance of water. 

Ans : He calls water elixir of life. He also calls water bodies on earth to be similar to the 

eyes in the human body. 

5.     Pick the sentence that shows the vast significance of water.  

Ans:  Water is the basis of all life. 

8.5 Short Answer Type Questions  

1. What is the use of rain-fed tanks? What is Raman's observation about the 

general condition of rain-fed tanks in South India? 

Ans : The rain-fed tanks, so common in South India, have a vital role in 

agriculture.They are shallow but their shallowness is not immediately apparent to 

the eyes. Some of these tanks are very large. In Mysore area, much of the rice is 

grown under them. Raman observes that these tanks are a beautiful sight but are 

generally neglected and not properly maintained. 

2. What comparison does Raman draw between water in a landscape and the eyes 

in a human face? 

Ans : Eyes not only lend beauty to a human face but also reflect man's moods and 

state of health. Similar water in a landscape lends it a peculiar charm. It. also 

reflects the mood of the hour, being bright and gay when the sun shines and 



turning to dark and gloomy when the sky is overcast. Its presence is as vital to 

earth as is that of eyes in a human body. 

3. Describe the colours of the water as it flows across different kinds of soil and 

finally falls into the sea. 

Ans : Water is the great carrier of silt and an agent of soil-formation. It brings        

suspended silt from mountains etc. to deposit it into plains. This silt gives it        

unique colours. If we travel on a steamer down a great river to the sea, we        

can easily see the changing colours of water. Water is muddy red or brown        

while it carries great amounts of silt. As it flows down, it becomes yellow and        

green. Finally when it merges into the sea, it becomes transparent blue. 

4. Raman points out that water is useful but can also play a destructive role under 

certain conditions. Describe those conditions.  

Ans : The reference is to soil erosion. Water can form fertile soils. But it can also        

wash them away and cause great damage. Sudden and heavy rains can do        

this. The slopes of the land in some cases increase water's destructive         

potential. Trees and vegetation prevent erosion but when they are cut down, it 

worsens the situation. So do the existence of ruts along which water can flow 

rapictiy. 

5. What are the measures suggested to control the destructive power of water? 

Ans : Soil erosion can be checked by the construction of bunds along the courses of         

rivers. The terracing of land, the practice of contour cultivation and the planting         

of appropriate kinds of trees and plants can also stop flowing water from         

gathering too much speed and wash away the soil. In general, anything that         

stops the free flow of water at the earliest stage helps limit the damage. 

8.6 Long Answer Type Questions  

1. Describe how water is the basis of all life. How can mankind ensure the         

conservation and utilization of water? 

Answer : Water is the basis of all life. No physiological activity is possible in its         

absence. Fluid of some kind or another is essential for such activity. Water          

either in its free form or combined with other elements as moisture is contained 

by allanimals and plants, though the quantity involved varies greatly. It is also the 



basis of all agriculture and.thus vitally important for the survival of mankind as 

well as other species of life. This being such a vital resource, it becomes 

important to stop its wastage and make proper use of it. This is what is meant by 

'conservation' and' 'utilization'. Human welfare depends on it. The source  most 

water available to mankind is rainfall or snowfall. But a lot of this water flows 

unutilized into the sea. In many countries, means of irrigation are limited and 

agriculture depends on seasonal rainfall. Any shortage of rainfall can cause lack 

agricultural production and the resultant famines. This, along with the problem of 

soil erosion, is a major problem faced by Indian farmers. If we can adopt 

scientific methods to avoid or minimize soil erosion, we will have done a great 

help to ourselves. Such techniques also help to conserve moisture in the soil and 

are, therefore,, doubly useful. We should create water reservoirs to trap water 

and stop its flow into the sea. Planting of appropriate kinds of trees and other 

vegetation is also of vital importance. This will have the additional advantage of 

giving many useful products, edible and inedible, which are of immense 

economic benefit. Besides, waters can also be harnessed for generating hydro-

electric power which is recognized as an important element of economic 

infrastructure of a country. 

2. What is soil erosion? What is the connection between soil-erosion, afforestation 

and conservation of water? 

        Hints for an answer Part of the answer can be taken from the above. First define 

soil-erosion. What are the causes of soil erosion? (Roods, slopes, cutting down 

of trees and forests which could stop the process, lack of water reservoirs etc.). 

Afforestation and soil conservation are obviously linked. 

3. What are the uses of water besides its fundamental role in sustaining life? How 

can water be used for modem civilization's commercial purposes? Add your 

views to those in Raman's essay. 

 Answer : Water sustains life. It also lends beauty to the landscape. Vital as the 

eyes in a human face it has a large role to play in human welfare. Apart from its 

biological importance, it has great economic importance for modem economies. 

First of all, agriculture is unthinkable without water. Agriculture gives us not only 



food products like wheat and rice, or fruits and vegetables, but also many 

products of commercial importance like cotton and jute. Many agro-based 

industries which produce processed foods, chemicals and other things would be 

shut down if water in suitable quantities were not available. Even non-agro-

industries need water in great quantity. Water and its flow can be used for 

generating hydro-electricity. This is the cheapest form of power and sustains 

much of modern industry and commerce is also used in our homes, offices, 

schools and other institutions. If cheap electricity can be provided in rural areas, 

a virtual economic revolution can be ensured. Water transport is another area 

where a lot can be done. We always think of transport infrastructure in terms of 

roads, railways and air travel. But very little is thought about developing water 

transport. Transport are much less polluting for the environment than are other 

forms of transport. Thus, imaginatively used, water can be great economic 

resource. 

Self-Assessment Questions 

1. The essay is written by …………………………………. 

2. C. V. Raman is one of the famous Indian ………………………. 

3. The ‘elixir’ of the title means …………………………… 

4. C. V. Raman has been the professor of Physics in 

…………………………………………   

 

8.7 Language Development Activities : 

1. Match the phrases and idioms in List A and List B below : 

LIST A : 

 a) Keep your head above water 

 b) Cast doubt on something 

 c) Pull the strings 

 d) Get cold feet 

 e) add insult to injury 

LIST B 

 a) To make bad situation even worse 



 b) To have just enough money to live or continue a business 

 c) To suddenly "become too frightened to do something you had planned to do  

 d) To be in control of an organization, often secretly 

 e) Cause someone or something to be questioned.  

Answer : (a)=(ii) 

  (b)=(v) 

  (c)=(iv) 

  (d)=(iii) 

  (e)=(i) 

2. Make sentences with the following pairs of homophones : 

 (a) Hear - here 

 (b) Sea-see 

 (c) Weather - whether 

 (d) Site-sight 

 (e) New - knew 

 (f) Pour-pore 

 (g) Rain-rein 

 (h) Plain - plane 

 (i) Check-cheque 

Answer : 

(Note: Homophones are words which sound similar, or even the same, but are  different 

in meaning. Often they are spelt differently. It is important'to know which meaning is 

denoted by which spelling. Otherwise we can make funny mistakes in our writing.) 

(a) Hear -  Can you hear my voice? 

 Here - I came here about an hour ago. 

(b) Sea - The sea-shore is so charming.   . 

        See - One can easily see that she is a gin. 

(c) Weather - The rainy weather is fine but can cause inconvenience too. 

 Whether - I don't know whether Gita will reach home in time for lunch or not. 

(d) Site - He selected the site for the construction of his factory with great care 

        Sight - The valley filled with flowers was a beautiful sight. 



(e) New - My shirt is new, though it looks crumpled. 

        Knew -! knew him very well. 

(f) Pour - Pour some water into this glass. 

 Pore - He was sweating at every pore. 

(g) Rain - Rain after a spell of hot weather is very welcome. 

 Rein - He reined in his horse in front of the post office 

(h) Plain -1 am in the habit of plain speaking. 

 Plane -1 took a plane to travel to Pune. 

 (i) Check - The teacher checked the student's essay for mistakes. 

 Cheque- Will you pay by cheque or in cash? 

3. Rewrite the following passage using -She' in place of "I1 and modify it suitably : 

       I present another side of the water management issue. River waters are a        

continuous source of dispute. I see no solution that satisfies all involved        

parties. I,do not mean only the state governments and the opposition parties. I 

see the people affected by disputes and solutions as real stake-holders. 

Construction of large dams was seen as a model for harnessing river waters for 

purposes, as varied as irrigation, potable water and hydel projects. The 

ecological and demographic disasters and displacements caused by Such        

projects are a major source of worry for the people I represent. I might consider 

small clams as a better solution but the damage to ecology and the. dislocation        

of the people of the villages flooded by dams is a matter of great concern to me. I 

ask whether the models of development have always to be non-native and        

non-traditional because the funding of projects is largely a matter of        

international borrowings. I insist that the solutions will have to be people  friendly. 

 Answer : She presents another side of the water management issue. River        

waters are a continuous source of dispute. She sees no solution that  satisfies all 

involved parties. She does not mean only the state governments and the 

opposition parties. She sees the people affected by disputes and solutions as 

real stake-holders. Construction of, large dams was seen as a model for 

harnessing river  waters for purposes as varied as irrigation, potable water and 

hydel projects. The ecological and demographic disasters and displacements 



caused by such projects are a major source of worry for the people she 

represents. She might consider small dams as a better solution but the damage 

to ecology and the dislocation of the people of the villages flooded by dams is a 

matter of great concern to her. Sheasks wether the models of development have 

always to be non-native and non-traditional, because the funding of projects is 

largely a matter of international borowings. She insists that the solutions will have 

to be people friendly. 

4. Fill in the planks with suitable articles. Put a cross [X] where an article is not     

required : 

 ...rain garden is ... shallow depression in ... ground that captures runoff from ... 

roof, parking lot or driveway and allows it to soak into ... ground, rather than 

running across roads, capturing pollutants, and delivering them to ... Watershed. 

Plant and soil work together absorb and filter pollutants and return cleaner waters 

through ... ground to nearby streams, ... rain garden technique also reduces ... 

possibility of flooding by sending ... water back underground, rather than into 

street. Besides helping water quality and reducing flooding ... rain garden plan 

also provides habitat for beneficial insects and wildlife. Usually ... rain garden is 

placed between ... storm water source such as ... roofs, ...     driveways, ... 

parking lots and runoff destinations such as ... storm drains,     streets, streams 

and eventually ... Watershed. 

 Answer : A rain garden is a shallow depression in the ground that captures 

runoff from a roof, parking lot or driveway and allows it to soak into the ground, 

rather than running across roads, capturing pollutants, and delivering them to the 

Watershed. Plant and soil work together absorb and filter pollutants and return 

cleaner waters through the ground to nearby streams. The rain garden technique 

also reduces the possibility of flooding by sending the water back underground, 

rather than intp the street. Besides helping water quality and reducing flooding 

the Rain garden plan also provides habitat for beneficial insects and wildlife. 

 Usually the rain garden is placed between a storm water source such as [X] 

roofs, [X] driveways, [X] parking lots and runoff destinations such as[X] storm 

drains, streets, streams and eventually the Watershed. 



5. Fill in the blanks with appropriate prepositions : 

 Long, long ago ... a cave, there lived a clever fairy. The fairy could cure all kinds 

of illnesses ... magical water. Every morning she would go ... , the hills not far ... 

her cave to collect the leaves ...certain plants. Then she would wash these 

leaves ... a large pot filled ... water. Then she poured the boiled water... glass 

bottles and cast her curative magic ...the bottled water. When someone fell sick, 

she would give them a bottle of the magical herbal drink. 

 Answer : Long, long ago, in a cave, there lived a clever fairy. The fairy could 

cure all kinds of illnesses with magical water. Every morning she would go to the 

hills not far from her cave to collect the leaves of certain plants. Then she would 

wash these leaves in a large pot filled with water. Then she poured the boiled 

water into glass bottles and cast her curative magic on the bottled water. When 

someone fell sick, she would give them a bottle of the magical herbal drink. 

Comprehension of a Passage : 

Look at this passage related to the theme of the .poem. Read it carefully and 

then try to answer the questions given at the end: 

Water resources are sources of water that are useful or potentially useful. Uses 

of water include agricultural, industrial, household, recreational and environmental 

activities. Virtually all of these human uses require fresh water. 

97% of the water on the Earth is salt water. However, only three percent is fresh 

water; slightly over two thirds of this is frozen in glaciers and polar ice caps. The 

remaining unfrozen fresh water is found mainly as groundwater, with only a small 

fraction present above ground or in the air. Fresh water is a renewable resource, yet the 

world's supply of clean, fresh water is steadily decreasing. Water demand already 

exceeds supply in many parts of the world and as the world population continues to rise, 

so too does the water demand. Awareness of the global importancebf preserving water 

for ecosystem services has only recently emerged as, during the 20th century, more 

than half the world's wetlands have been lost along with their valuable environmental 

services for Water Education. The framework for allocating water resources to water 

users (where such a framework exists) is known as water rights. 

Questions : 



1. What is meant by water resources? 

2. What are the various uses of water? 

3. What amount of fresh water is available to us? 

4. What are water rights? 

5. Use these words in sentences of your own: 

       (a) resources; (b) recreational; (c) awareness; (d) framework 

Answers : 

1. Sources of water which can be used for human welfare are called water         

resources. 

2. Water is used for agricultural, industrial, household, recreational and         

environmental activities. 

3. Most of the water on earth is salt water; like sea water. Only three percent of the 

water available to us is fresh water. 

4. water rights are entitlements that various kinds of users have under         

international law wherever it exists. 

5. (a) India is rich in natural resources but we have not been able to property          

utilize them. 

 (b) Recreational activities are very important to develop a well-rounded          

personality. 

 (c) Awareness of one's rights in a democracy is important for citizens. 

 (d) Accurate data collection provides a factual framework for future research. 

Answers to Self-Assessment Questions 

1. C. V. Raman 

2. Scientist 

3. Water 

4. Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore 

 

8.8 Further Reading 

M. H. Abrams. Glossary of Literary Terms. 
W. J. Long. History of English Literature.  
8.9 Model Questions  

1. Why did the writer use the term ‘elixir’ to refer to the water? 



2. How does water is an important part of human and non-human life? Discuss with 

examples from the essay. 

3. What is the importance of water for an agricultural community according to the 

essayist?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson - 9 

 

REFERENCE TO CONTEXT PASSAGES 

 

Structure 

9.1 Objectives 

9.2 Introduction to the Chapter 

9.3 Reference to Context 

9.3.1 “Dover Beach” 

9.3.2 “Anthem for Doomed Youth” 

9.3.3 “The Unknown Citizen” 

9.3.4 “Letter to a Teacher” 

9.4 Further Reading 

9.5 Model Questions 

 

9.1 Objectives 

After reading this paper you will be able to 

• Understand the context of the given paragraph or passage or stanza. 

• Explain the meaning of the given text by with the help of its context. 

9.2 Introduction to the Chapter 

In this chapter you will learn how the different passages, paragraphs or stanza lines 

from any text can be explained and interpreted with the help of describing the context of 

the given text. Four different sets of lines are explained as a model of how to attempt 

reference to context exercises. 

9.3 Reference to Context  

The following is the detailed description of four exemplary models to learn these 

exercises. 

9.3.1 “Dover Beach” 

The sea of faith 

Was once, too, at the full, and round earth's shore 

Lay like the folds of a bright girdle furled 



But now I only hear 

Its melancholy, long, withdrawing roar, 

Retreating to the breath 

Of the night-wind down the vast edges drear 

And naked shingles of the world.  

Context  

These lines have been taken from Mathew Arnold's poem "Dover Beach" Arnold  

combined in himself many of the qualities of the Victorian age. Thus he is known as the  

representative poet of the age. Arnold did not like the mid-nineteenth century scene 

when  England had advanced industrially but was lacking on the moral front. The 

English nation was  lacking in the basic foundations of culture as the faith of mankind in 

religion had been  completely shaken. Arnold reflects their confused state of mind in the 

poem "Dover Beach". It  was the shaking of the foundations of religious faith which 

makes Arnold so sad in the poem. 

Explanation 

 ln this extract, the poet is talking of the sea of faith which refers to the time in 

history  when all life was centered on religious faith which actually protected the people. 

This sea of  religious faith, spread around the shores of the earth, was like the folds of 

an outer garment  which made man safe from all dangers. The sea of faith which once 

roared with joy and hope  for mankind is now retreating and its weak and withdrawing 

tone is that of sadness and misery. 

9.3.2. “Anthem for Doomed Youth” 

What candles may be held to speed them all? 

Not in the hands of boys, but in their eyes 

Shall shine the holy glimmers of goodbyes. 

The pallor of girls' brows shall be their pall; 

Their flowers the tenderness of patient minds, 

And each slow dusk a drawing-down of blinds 

Context  

 "Anthem for Doomed Youth" is a poem written by Wilfred Owen who himself 

served in the World War First. The poem talks about the horrors of war and the terrible 



conditions faced by the soldiers, even after their death. The poet discusses the futility, 

meaninglessness and inadequacy of religion as there are no cremation ceremonies 

performed when the soldiers die on the battlefield. Otherwise these ceremonies are 

over-rated if anyone dies. 

Explanation 

 This is the question asked by the poet. In this stanza, he compares a right and 

fitting death to a death in war; a death without ceremony, without traditional rites and 

without dignity. There are no candles to send them on their way into the afterlife, rather 

the soldiers have the last flicker of light in each other's eyes before they die. Thus, 

candles are being compared to small "glimmers" of light in the eyes of the soldiers. The 

soldiers will not have a proper burial; no pall or flag will be placed over their coffin. The 

pall is draped over the coffin before burial but it will be absent from their dead bodies. 

The absent pall is metaphorically replaced with the grief of their mothers, wives or 

sisters at home. This paleness is representative of the angst of the mourners. It would 

be seen on their brows/foreheads. The thoughts of their loved ones about them are the 

only floral tributes they can think of. The last usual funeral custom in Christianity is the 

"drawing down of blinds". The blinds are drawn as a mark of respect when someone 

dies. The dusk plays this role by darkening the place where they die. Thus instead of 

usual funeral rites, all they receive is the affection of their relatives. 

9.3.3. “The Unknown Citizen” 

He was found by the Bureau of Statistics to be 

One against whom there was no official complaint, 

And all the reports of his conduct agree 

That, in the modern sense of the old-fashioned word, he was a saint, 

For in everything he did he served the Greater Community. 

Context 

 "The Unknown Citizen" is a poem written by W. H. Auden in 1939 and was first 

published in the January 6, 1940, issue of The New Yorker magazine. The poem 

appeared later in the same year in a collection of Auden's works entitled Another Time, 

published in New York by Random House. The poem can be read as a satire against a 

consumerist society in which an individual is treated as a puppet in the hands of a 



totalitarian government. The poem is an elegy written over the loss and death of the 

individuality of a citizen. 

Explanation  

 The opening stanza of the poem sets an ironic tone as the poet begins to 

construct a satiric portrait of an average citizen. In the opening lines of the poem, the 

speaker talks about the "Bureau of Statistics" and refers to "reports," as a source for 

information regarding the "unknown" citizen. The Bureau collects the data of the citizens 

in facts and figures and does not refer to their names or their unique identities which 

differentiate them from others. Although there are certain "details" provided by these 

reports but there is no reference to a person's hopes, fears, dreams and aspirations. In 

this sense, the identity of an individual remains "unknown," and this is the central irony 

of the poem. The unknown citizen is next referred to as a "saint" in the "modern sense" 

of the word. In the old-fashioned sense of the word, a saint is someone who maintains 

his individuality by having firm beliefs in his convictions and sometimes stands alone to 

defend those beliefs. A saint remains aloof from all societal shackles which as the poet 

suggests are tools of the government to entrap the citizens. The poem, however, 

suggests that in the modern sense of the word, a saint is one whose life is extraordinary 

unlike an ordinary citizen. For example, an ordinary citizen always acts in an expected 

manner or as dictated by the state. As noted later in the poem, when there was war, he 

was for war; when there was peace, he was for peace. These lines suggest that the 

convictions and beliefs of such a citizen are formed not according to his/her individual 

reflection but rather by the political, social, moral, educational and economic institutions 

created by the state. Thus, this unknown citizen serves the "Greater Community" i.e. the 

state by following the ideologies proposed by it, and fits into this design instead of 

changing it. 

9.3.4. “Letter to a Teacher” 

You won't remember me or my name. You have failed so many of us.  

On the other hand I have often had thoughts about you, and the other teachers, 

and about  that institution which you call "School" and about the boys that you 

fail. 

You fail us right out into the fields and factories and then you forgot us. 



While giving a test you used to walk up and down between the rows of desk and 

see me in trouble and making mistakes, but you never said a word. 

Reference to context 

 This paragraph is an extract from the lesson, Letter to a Teacher, written  by the 

poor students of Barbiana School, Italy. The present piece of writing is a powerful 

critique of the injustices of the conventional school system, exposing the class bias of 

the educational system. Written in the form of a letter, addressed to an imaginary school 

teacher, it proposes how the new pedagogical methods-students centric teaching-can 

empower the less privileged students, who often suffer discrimination and 

discouragement by their teachers. 

Explanation 

 Expressing his/her emotional protest against the privileged class teacher, the 

student says that the teacher will not remember him/her and has failed many of them. 

She took no interest in the students who belonged to the lower classes. They were 

ignored, treated badly because they were poor and without resources. The student 

further highlights his plight saying that the poor students are failed and sent out of 

school. They are not encouraged to carry on with their studies. In a way, they are turned 

out. In such a situation, the option they are left with is that they either go to work in fields 

or are condemned to be workers in factories. Complaining further against the teacher, 

the student says that the teacher while conducting tests in the classroom was always 

unmindful of the situation and problems faced by the underprivileged or deprived 

students. She never said a word of encouragement to them. 

9.4 Further Reading 

M. H. Abrams. Glossary of Literary Terms. 

W. J. Long. History of English Literature.  

Biodun Jeyifo. Wole Soyinka: Politics, Poetics, and Postcolonial. 

Guy Cuthbertson. Wilfred Owen. 2014. 

Rainer Emig. W. H. Auden: Towards a Postmodern Poetics.  

Carmel Borg, Mario Cardona, and Sandra Caruana. Social Class, Language and power: 

‘Letter to a Teacher’: Lorenzo Milani and the School of Barbiana. 2013.  

9.5 Model Questions 



1. Explain the following passage with reference to the context: 

What candles may be held to speed them all? 

Not in the hands of boys, but in their eyes 

Shall shine the holy glimmers of goodbyes. 

The pallor of girls' brows shall be their pall; 

Their flowers the tenderness of patient minds, 

And each slow dusk a drawing-down of blinds 

2. Interpret the following lines with reference to the context: 

You fail us right out into the fields and factories and then you forgot us. 

While giving a test you used to walk up and down between the rows of desk and 

see me in trouble and making mistakes, but you never said a word. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson - 10 

 

LETTER WRITING (PERSONAL LETTERS) 

 

Structure 

10.1 Objectives 

10.2 Introduction to the Lesson 

10.3 Points to Remember While Writing Letters 

10.4 The Basic Framework of a Letter 

10.5 Examples of Some Important Letters 

10.6 Further Reading 

10.7 Model Questions 

 

10.1 Objectives 

After reading this paper you will able to 

• Understand the important points to write a letter. 

• Comprehend the basic format of a letter. 

• Write a letter on any topic easily. 

10.2 Introduction to the Lesson 

This lesson introduced you to the process of writing a letter. After reading this chapter 

thoroughly you will be able to write a letter on any given topic or required situation. The 

lesson gives detailed description of the major points and framework of a letter. 

10.3 Points to Remember While Writing Letters 

The following are some of the important points to remember while writing a letter: 

1. The aim of the letter : Letters are written for at least one of the three 

purposes: to convey information;  to prompt action; or to maintain a satisfactory 

communication. The purpose for which the letter is written  generally affects the tone or 

style of your letter. Tone, another word for style, is perhaps the most difficult to  control 

when writing a letter. So it is important to keep your general, as well as more specific 

aim in mind while writing a letter. 



2. Courtesy and Politeness : These qualities are important in a letter not merely 

because they  are the correct way to behave, but also because you are committing 

yourself to paper. If you  know the addressee, you must constantly bear in mind his 

personality, taste and interests. If  you write anything impolite, you may make an enemy 

where you wanted to win a friend. If you  are writing a letter of complaint, think very 

carefully before choosing your words. In complaint  letters, a copy of letter can be made 

for future reference. These letters, however, should be composed  with more than usual 

care. As they are attacks on somebody or something, they cannot be expected to go  

without response, and their tone and phrasing will determine whether the answer is a 

mild apology or a  violent counter-attack. 

3. Clarity of thought and expression : It is very important to express your 

thoughts properly and  clearly. We must always be quite clear about why we are writing 

the letter. You should express yourself in  such a way that the recipient of your letter will 

understand you easily. Try to use short words and short  sentences which convey the 

message simply and clearly. Long words and complex grammatical constructions  are 

not only difficult to read but are often imprecise. 

4. Avoid cliches and worn-out phrases : Always avoid worn-out phrases such 

as 'We beg to  acknowledge receipt of your letter' or 'Permit me to state.' Just go ahead 

and state an idea as if you were  talking face to face with the recipient. It is better to 

write 'Thank you for your letter' instead of 'We beg to  acknowledge the receipt of your 

letter'. 

5. Accuracy and Completeness : Your letter should always be dated. Check 

that the recipient's name  and address are given correctly and spelt accurately. Read 

the letter again before putting it into the envelope.  Check spelling, punctuation and 

grammar, any facts and figures. 

6. In the examination, please do not disclose your identity. 

10.4 The Basic Framework of a Letter 

Although letters deal with a wide range of topics, it is possible to categorise the 

main parts of  a typical letter. Most letters would not contain all these features, but they 

should all contain the essential  parts, namely: the sender's name and address, 

reference code, date, the recipient's name and address,  the opening salutation, 



message or the main body of the letter, a complimentary close, signature and a  

sender's name. 

(a) The Sender's Name and Address : The sender's name and address is 

usually typed at the  top right of a letter, aligned on the longest line. The full postal 

address (including the country if the  recipient is in a foreign country) should be used so 

that the recipient knows exactly where to reply. In most of the business letters, the 

names and addresses are already included as part of the printed letter- heads. 

(b) Date : The date should always be given in full and not in the form of numbers 

such as 5.3.20..., It is also much better not to abbreviate month, names or years, and 

the year should always be included as it may be  important in referring back to past 

correspondence for both you and the recipient. 

(c) Recipient's Name: If possible you should include the name of an individual 

recipient and at least a specific job title if it is a business or official letter. This makes the 

letter someone's particular responsibility and it may lead to a quicker reply. It may also 

be useful if you need to follow up the letter and want to know" to whom you wrote in the 

past. 

Courtesy Titles : "An Individual's name" should always be preceded by a 

courtesy title, and the spellings of names should be carefully written. The most common 

courtesy titles are 'Mr', ''Mrs', 'Miss',  or 'Ms'. If you are unsure of a woman's marital 

status, it is generally acceptable to use 'Ms' instead of 'Miss' or 'Mrs'. 

Some courtesy titles are related to qualifications, professions or honours and 

replace the normal courtesy titles. These are : 'Prof, 'Dr', 'Rev', 'Chaudhary', 'Sir', etc. 

'Dr' or 'Doctor' can be used for a man or a woman, and is used if the person has a 

doctoral degree as well as for medical doctors. 

(d) Recipient's Address : This should be copied carefully from the previous 

correspondence if available   and should be the same as the address to be used on the 

envelope. The addresses generally include some or all of the following: 

(1) A building or house number (and a flat, chamber or office number if 

appropriate). No comma is   needed after the number before the road name. 

(2) A road name. 

(3) The name of the street. 



(4) The name of the locality. 

(5) A village name, or a district of a town if there are several streets of the same  

     name in a town. 

(6) The postal town. This is the town where letters are sorted for local delivery. 

(7) The pincode. 

(8) Name of the country, if you are sending the letter abroad. 

(e) Opening Salutation (or greeting) : The opening salutation is used according 

to the way the recipient's name has been given. 

 If the letter is addressed to an individual the salutation would normally be in the 

form 'Dear Mr. Kapoor', 'Dear Miss Dixit' etc, {i.e. the courtesy title and surname, but no 

initials or first names). If the recipient is a good and intimate friend, it would be 

appropriate to use the first name as, 'Dear Rajneesh'.  If the person has been 

addressed by office rather than by name, the greeting should be 'Dear Sir' or  'Dear 

Madam'. If a whole department or business organization is being addressed the 

salutation would be 'Dear Sirs'. 

The text of the letter itself likewise always begins with a capital letter and the first 

word is placed about  one or two centimeters from the margin as when starting a 

paragraph. 

(f) Subject Heading : It is generally used in business and official 

correspondence. It is often helpful to  both the sender and the recipient to give a subject 

heading immediately after the opening greeting. It should  be short and concise and 

should match that given by your correspondent if you are continuing discussion of  the 

same topic. 

(g) Message, or the main body of a letter : Sometimes it is difficult to think of 

suitable words with  which to start the letter. Given below are some of the openings. But 

the list is by no means exhaustive and you  may use any opening that suits you. 

With reference to your letter of.................... 

Thank you for your letter of.................... 

In reply to your letter of.................... 

I am delighted/glad/pleased to tell/inform you that .................... 

I regret/am sorry to tell/inform you .................... 



I wish to draw your attention to ................... 

As requested.................... 

I am writing to.................... 

We recently wrote to you about.................... 

You may be interested to hear.................... 

We wish to remind you that................... 

Referring to your letter of................... 

I wonder if you could .................... 

I wish to .................... 

I enclose.................... 

Please.................... 

I am sorry to inform you that.................... 

We would like to know................... 

I have to point out.................... 

We have carefully considered.................... 

Always refer to any previous correspondence in the first paragraph and also try 

to get to the point  of the letter reasonably quickly without beating about the bush. It is 

best to start a paragraph with a 'topic  sentence', that is, introducing the subject of the 

paragraph, as this will help your reader to follow the train of your  thought. 

(i) Complimentary Close : This should match the opening greeting. 'Yours 

sincerely' or 'Yours  faithfully' will be appropriate in nearly all business and official 

letters. You can use 'Yours sincerely' in  personal letters for friends. 'Yours truly' is also 

very common. In personal letters when you are writing to  younger brother, sister etc. 

you can write 'Your loving brother/sister', etc. When the letter is addressed to  parents, 

uncles, etc., write 'Yours affectionately'. 'Yours respectfully' is used for higher or closer 

and respectable  persons. 

(j) Sender's Name : It is at the bottom of the letter on the right hand side. Write 

this in clear bold letters if the letter is not typed. 

10.5 Examples of Some Important Letters 

         

A. LETTERS FROM THE UNIVERSITY PAPERS 



 1. Write a letter to your father telling him why you intend to join a computer 

course. 

                                                                           Sarvjeet Singh 

                                                                            Room No. 32 

                                                              D.A.V. College Hostel 

                                                                                  Amritsar. 

                                                                      October 29, 20.....  

Sh. Amarjeet Singh 

345 Bhagat Singh Nagar 

Batala. 

Respected Father, 

         I hope you are in fine spirits. In your letter you have asked me about my plans of 

studies after B.A. Dear father, I have made up my mind to join a computer course after 

my college studies. Computers have become an essential part of today's life. There is 

hardly any field which is untouched by computers. Hence there are innumerable job 

opportunities and opportunities for advancement. 

         I hope you will approve of my plan and permit me to take up a computer course 

after doing B.A. 

         Pay my regards to mother and Pallavi. 

                                                              Yours affectionately,  

 

        (Sarvjeet Singh) 

 

 2. Write a letter to your friend describing the new hobby you have 

developed recent? 

Kamaljit Deol 

219 Prahlad Colony 

Nawanshahar 

August 15, 20...,, 

Ramanjit Randhawa 

321 Sarabha Nagar 



Ludhiana. 

Dear Ramanjit, 

 I received your letter yesterday. I was glad to receive your letter after a long time. 

I wish to tell you about a new hobby which I have developed recently. It is the hobby of 

gardening. You know that I am lover of nature. This hobby gives me a chance to be 

near flowers and plants. In one part of my backyard I have  planted roses. These will 

look beautiful when they bloom. There are other flower plants also. Whenever I am free 

I spend my time in gardening. I water the plants and look after them in the morning and 

evening. I have turned one part of the yard into a grassy lawn. When I want a relax, I 

come to my little garden. The sight of plant and flowers refreshes me.  

            Please pay my regards to your parents. 

                                                                Yours truly, 

                  

                                                                (Kamaljit Deol) 

 

 3. Write a letter to your younger sister, advising her to join NCC in the 

college, telling her the benefits of the same. 

                                                                    Abhishek Kumar 

                                                                         341 Flowerdale 

                                                                               Patiala. 

                                                                  September 10, 20...... 

Miss Karina Chopra 

452 Sarvpriya Vihar 

Faridkot 

Dear Karina, 

 I congratulate you on getting very good marks in the 10+2 examinations. You 

have written that you   intend to join a college. I advise you to join NCC also when you 

take admission in the college. The NCC is  a very good programme. It keeps the body fit 

and active. Secondly by joining NCC, you will leam important lessons in discipline and 

leadership. 



 In the NCC you have to follow the instructions of your officers. When you have 

completed a certain  part of the programme, you have to guide others who are junior to 

you. Thus you leam to remain under your  officers and also develop the qualities of 

leadership. You will also be given training in the use of arms and  other such things. 

This will help you to gain knowledge of military operations. It is my view, that all youne  

persons should be given such training. 

       1 hope you will follow my advice. 

                                                               Your loving brother. 

 

        (Abhishek Kumar) 

 

 4. Write a letter to your friend advising him to take interest in studies.  

                                                                         Mukesh Kumar 

                                                                       65 Chander Nagar 

                                                                          Faridabad. 

                                                                 December 17, 20........ 

Dear Mahesh, 

         Last week I came to know of your result in XII examinations. I was shocked to 

know that you passed the examinations with only 45 percent marks. I know that you did 

not take interest last year. you remained busy in sports and cultural activities. These 

things are also good, but studies are more important. Now you are seeking admission in 

B.A. first year. I advise you to take interest in your college studies and try to get good 

marks. I know that you have the ability to top your class. Only, you are a bit careless. 

 I hope you will act upon my advice and get good marks in your next examination. 

 Please pay my regards to your parents. 

                                                                      Yours truly, 

 

                                                                       (Mukesh Kumar) 

 

      5. Write a letter to your friend telling him about an unforgettable experience in 

college hostel. 



                                                                             Baldev Raj 

                                                                        Room No. 71 

                                                                   Doaba College Hostel 

                                                                               Jallandhar. 

                                                July 28, 20..... 

Prateek Kumar 

560 Civil Lines 

Phagwara.                                                                             

Dear Prateek, 

 I hope you are in fine spirits. I wish to narrate to you an unforgettable experience 

which I underwent last week. At about 1 a.m. in the night I was sleeping in the room. I 

had just gone to bed after studies and was not fully asleep. Suddenly I woke up as I 

heard some noise. I was alone as my room mate had gone to visit his parents. 

 Suddenly, I saw a horrible face in the window. It appeared to be the head of a 

skeleton. I wagy terrified. I thought that it was a ghost. The face laughed horribly. 

Although I do not believe in ghosts but I was terrified. I thought that I was wrong and 

ghosts really existed. I started perspiring. However, then I took courage and came out. 

On seeing me the 'ghost' started running away. But I caught him. I found that it was not 

ghost. It was my friend Rakesh, who was playing a joke on me. Both my friend and I 

had a hearty laugh. I will never forget this incident. 

         Please pay my regards to your parents.  

                                                               Yours truly, 

 

 

        (Baldev Raj) 

 

 

 6. Write a letter to your younger brother advising him to work hard and stay 

away from  bad company. 

                                 Gur Parkash 

58 Nanakpura, 



Bassi Pathana. 

May 26, 20..... 

Dear Mukesh, 

 Two days ago, l received the letter of one of your friends. I was shocked to learn 

from him that you are not working hard. He has also written that you have made friends 

with some bad boys. They do not take interest in studies and spend time in useless 

activities. 

 Dear Mukesh, the student life is the golden period of life. It is the time when you 

can make or ruin your life. If you work hard now, you will lead a comfortable and happy 

life. But if you waste your time, you will repent later. Secondly, you must give up bad 

company. A bad friend is like a rotten apple in a basket of good ones. It will make all the 

other apples bad. You should make friendship with good and hard working boys. 

         I hope that you will act upon my advice. 

                                                              Your affectionate brother, 

                                             

                                                 (Gur Parkash) 

 7. Write a letter to your friend inviting him to spend his summer vacations 

with you. 

                                                                         Rajiv Verma 

                                                                        555 Press Colony, 

                                                                          Factory Area, 

                                                                          Roop Nagar. 

                                                                            May 7, 20..... 

Ranjan Sethi 

552 New Prem Nagar, 

Mansa. 

Dear Ranjan, 

 I hope your examination is over and your college has closed down for the 

summer vacation. You know we have a big farmhouse near Roop Nagar. Every year I 

spend my summer vacation there. It is a very pleasant place. A small canal flows by our 

fields. In this scorching heat of the summer, a bath in this canal is   very enjoyable. 



There are many shady trees in our fields. We spend the afternoon under these trees. It 

shall   be my great pleasure if this year you also spend a part of your summer vacation 

with me. I am sure you will enjoy being in the country side for a few days. 

                                                                  Yours affectionately, 

         

                                                                  (Rajiv Verma) 

       8. Write a letter to your uncle living abroad requesting him to bring a new 

pocket size computer for you.  

Rakesh Nijhawan 

45 Enhance Colony 

Pathankot 

June 18, 20.... 

Mr. Ram Prakash Nijhawan 

14 Baker Street, 

South Hall, 

London (UK) 

Dear Uncle, 

 Hope this letter finds you in the best of health and spirits. I received your letter 

today. I am glad to  know that you are visiting India next month. We are all missing you. 

So everyone will be happy to be with  you again. 

 Dear Uncle, I have a request to make. You know that I am having computer 

training here. I wish to  have a computer of my own. So I request you please to bring a 

new pocket size computer for me. This will  be handy and very useful for me. I hope you 

will not disappoint me. 

 Please pay my regards to Aunt and love to Minku, 

                                                               Yours affectionately, 

 

                                                               (Rakesh Nijhawan) 

 

 9. Write a letter to your father seeking his permission to join the 

educational trip being organized by your college.  



                                                                       Gurpreet Singh 

                                                                      DAV College Hostel 

                                                                         Jallandhar. 

February 16, 20. 

S. Mubarak Singh 

40 Sarabha Nagar, 

Phillaur. 

Dear Father, 

 I hope you are in fine health and spirits. The History Department of our college is 

organizing an  educational tour of Rajasthan in the next week. This tour will acquaint us 

with various cultural and historical  places of Rajasthan. 

 This tour will cover famous cities like Jaipur, Bikaner, Ajmer, Chittaurgarh, 

Jodhpur and Udaipur. We  will see famous forts like the Fort of Jaipur, Amber and 

Jodhpur. The tour will also include the religious city of Pushkar. We will see the beautiful 

lakes and palaces of Udaipur. 

 The tour will take about 10 days. The expenses are 1000 rupees per student. I 

hope you will allow me  to join this tour. 

                                                                 Yours obediently, 

          

                                                          (Gurpreet Singh) 

 

 10. Write a letter to your friend informing him of the profession you want to 

choose after  completing your studies. 

                                                                     Dharmender Kumar 

                                                                       239 Lawrence Road 

                                                                               Hoshiarpur. 

                                                                            July 15, 20..... Dear Roshan, 

        Thanks for your letter. It was a pleasure to receive your letter after a long time. You 

have asked me my choice of profession after completing my studies. I have been 

thinking about my future profession for some days. There are many carrers before me. 

But I have decided that I would adopt teaching profession. 



 The teaching profession appeals to me because a teacher is the builder of the 

nation. He shapes the minds of children and young men. It is a noble profession. It 

involves dealing with young and dynamic minds. It is a challenging profession. This 

profession will give peace and satisfaction of mind. I hope you will like my decision. 

 I hope to hear from you soon. 

        Yours sincerely, 

 

        (Dharmendra Kumar) 

  

 

 11. Write a letter to your brother, telling him about your preparation for 

examinations. 

                                                                         Harbhajan Singh 

                                                                     Govt. College Hostel 

                                                                              Patiala. 

                                                                            March 8, 20.:... 

Mr. Khushwant Singh 

541 Yashwant Nagar 

Bathinda. 

Dear Brother, 

            I hope you are in fine spirits. In your letter you have wanted to know how my 

preparation for the examination is going on. Dear brother, I wish to say that you should 

not worry about my studies. My   preparation for the examination is going on full swing. I 

study more than 15 hours daily as the examinations  are very near. Last month there 

was a quaterly test and I scored about 80 percent marks. I hope to get more marks in 

the annual examination. 

           Please pay my regards to our parents. 

                                                                 Your loving brother, 

          

                                                          (Harbhajan Singh) 

  



 12. Write a letter to your friend telling him about your sister's marriage. 

                                                                 Bharat Bhushan Khanna 

                                                                        56-C Gobind Nagar 

                                                                             Kapurthala 

                                                                            April 18, 20..... 

Myank Bansal 

543 Gopal Nagar, 

Sangrur. 

Dear Bharat Bhushan, 

       I expected you to see at my sister's marriage. But I was sorry to receive your phone 

call that you would  not be able to come. I missed your company badly. The marriage 

ceremony was an occasion of fun, joy and  merry making. The 'baraat' came at about 

10 p.m. It consisted of men, women and children. They were  dressed in new and 

colourfull dresses. They were dancing and laughing. They were ceremoniously 

welcomed  at the gate of the big pandaal. After that they were served with dinner. 

       Then the marriage ceremony took place. The pandit chanted mantras. My sister 

and her bride-groom  took seven rounds the holy fire. Then the pandit declared them 

married. In the early hours of the morning,  the 'doli' of my sister departed. The bride 

and the bridegroom drove away in a decorated car. 

       I shall tell you more about the marriage when we meet. 

                                                                 Yours sincerely, 

  

        (Bharat Bhushan Khanna) 

 

 13. Write a letter to your father asking him to send you some more money. 

                                                                        Amrender Singh 

                                                                     D.A.V. College Hostel, 

                                                                               Chandigarh                       

March 10, 20,.... 

Sh. Sadhu Singh Bajwa 

432-A, Dashmesh Nagar, 



Nabha. 

Respected Father, 

         I hope you are in fine spirits. You have been sending me five hundred rupees 

regularly to meet my hostel, college and other expenses. But this month, this amount 

will not be sufficient. I have to pay the university examination fee also. I have to 

purchase some books urgently. I also want to engage a tutor for one month to make up 

for my deficiency in maths. Therefore, I request you to kindly send me six hundred 

rupees extra this month. 

         Dear father, 1 know that this will be an extra burden to you. You have to bear the 

expenses of my sister's education also. But I assure you that not even a single paisa of 

your money will be wasted on useless things. 

         Please pay regards to mother and love to Pinky. 

                                                             Yours affectionately, 

                           

                                         (Amrender Singh) 

10.6 Further Reading 

Robert W. Bly. Webster’s New World Letter Writing Handbook. 2004. 

Ian Gordon. Practical Letter-Writing with Exercises and Worked Examples.  

10.7 Model Questions 

1. Write a letter to your friend inviting him to spend his summer vacations with you. 

2. Write a letter to your friend advising him to take interest in studies.  

3. Write a letter to your friend describing the new hobby you have developed 

recent? 

4. Write a letter to your father telling him why you intend to join a computer course. 
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11.1 Narration 

We use DIRECT NARRATION when we are exactly reproducing sentences spoken by 

someone else, For example: 

 He said to me, "I am your friend". 

 Here the speaker of the sentence (me) is reporting exact words of someone 

(he) as they were used by 'he' for 'me'. 

 We use INDIRECT NARRATION when we are reporting in our own words 

sentences spoken by someone else. For example : 

 He told me that he was my friend. 

 Here the words spoken by 'he' for 'me' have been reported by 'me' in me's own 

words. 



 We know already that there are six kinds of sentences based on the TONE OF A 

SENTENCE : 

 ASSERTIVE, INTERROGATIVE, IMPERATIVE, OPTATIVE, EXCLAMATORY, 

and LET-SENTENCES. 

 As any one of these six can be found inside the inverted commas, there are 

SIX 'CHANGE OF NARRATION' EXERCISES : 

11.2 Example : 

1. Assertive Sentences : 

       Direct:                           He said to me, "I am your friend," 

       Indirect:                         He told me that he was my friend. 

2. Interrogative Sentences : 

 Direct :   He said to me, "Are you late?" 

 Indirect :   He asked me if I was late. 

Or 

 He asked me whether I was late, 

 Note the use of 'If' or 'Whether' here. 'If or'Whether'are joining words. We do not 

need them if the question inside the inverted commas begins with, 'Why', 'When', 'How', 

'What', etc. 

Example : 

 Direct :   He said to me, "Why are you late?" 

 Indirect :   He asked me why I was late. 

3. Imperative Sentences : 

   Direct : He said to me, "Please help me". 

        Request 

   Indirect : He requested me to help him. 

 

   Direct : He said to me, "Get out". 

 Order 

   Indirect : He ordered me to get out. 

 

   Direct : He said to me/Work hard". 



 Advice 

   Indirect : He advised me to work hard. 

 

   Direct : He said to me, "Do not smoke". 

 Advice 

   Indirect : He forbade me to smoke. 

4. Optative Sentences : 

   Direct : He said to me, "May you livelong!" 

        Wish 

           Indirect : He wished that I might live long. 

 

   Direct : He said to me, "May God give you success!" 

       Prayer 

   Indirect : He prayed that God might give me success. 

 

5. Exclamatory Sentences : 

 Direct : He said, "Hurrah! we have won the match". 

 Indirect : He exclaimed with joy that they had won the match. 

 Direct : He said, "What a fine weather!" 

 Indirect : He exclaimed that the weather was very fine. 

6. Let-Sentences : 

A) Suggestion : 

 Direct : He said to me, "Let us take tea." 

 Indirect : He suggested to me that we should take tea. 

B) Permission : 

i) Permission asked : 

 Direct : He said to the peon, "Let me go in." 

 Indirect : He requested the peon that he might be allowed to go in. 

ii) Permission granted : 

 Direct : The boss said, "Let him come in." 

 Indirect : The boss ordered that he might be allowed to go in. 



11.3 Exercises 

Question 1 

Change the narration : 

1. The teacher says, "I am on leave."  

2. Sunita says, "I am doing my home work." 

3. He will say "I do not know you." 

4. Your father will say "Life was very hard during the wan" 

5. She said, "India won freedom in 1947." 

6. Rekha said, "The First Battle of Panipat was fought in 1526." 

7. You said, "I am going home." 

8. They said, "We love our country" 

9. Sanjay said to him, "You have displeased your teacher." 

10. I said to them, "You should take exercise regularly" 

Question 2 

Change the narration : 

1. The small boy said to his tutor, "I had a German lesson this afternoon. So I  

 could not do my home work." 

2. Ram said to Sita, "You have never been in the forest. Life there is so hard that  

 you will not be able to bear it." 

3. He said, "We opened a branch of our firm here two years ago." 

4. He said to his father, "You will be glad to hear  that I have got through the  

 examination."       

5. "We have moved into our new flat but we don't like it nearly so much as our  

 last one," said my aunt. 

6. I called my idle brother and said, "You must decide what you want to do." 

7. The police alleged that Pritam had committed the murder. 

8. The mother told her daughter that her father would be angry if she persisted  

 in her ways. 

9. He told the king that he had got the rarest gift for the princess and deserved  

 to marry her. 

10. The old man said to his son that man is mortal. 



Question 3 

Change the narration : 

1. Neelu says, "I shall attend the meeting." 

2. She said, "I am busy with my studies." 

3. He said to me, "I got your letter at Cuttack." 

4. The boys said, "We shall certainly play the match." 

5. I said to the servant, "I do not believe you." 

6. "I like sweets", the child said. 

7. He said, "I bought a house at Kolkata." 

8. Naresh said, "I was very ill yesterday" 

9. The teacher said, "I think she is married." 

10. Mita said to me, "Thank you." 

Question 4 

Change the narration : 

1. Sujata said, "I lost my pen yesterday" 

2. Harish said, "Mother, I am hungry." 

3. He said, "I dropped it while I was running." 

4. He said, "I must go at once." 

5. He said, "I am buying a new car." 

6. "I cannot answer this question", she said. 

7. They said, "We have done our duty" 

8. Mr. Singh said, "I drank coffee after the meal." 

9. ''I have not done my home work," she says. 

10. He says, "I am sorry." 

Question 5 

Change the narration: 

1. I shall say "I have been honest all along." 

2. She says, "I am ill." 

3. Ali said to Mira, "You are a wicked girl." 

4. The boys said, "We shall certainly play the match." 

5. Kamala said, "I have read this novel." 



6. He said, "I shall pay your money tomorrow."  

7. Mani said, "I am sorry I'm late." 

8. Mr. Burma said, "That is the last time I saw him." 

9. "I'm going awav tomorrow, mother," he said. 

10. The teacher said, "1 shall tell you a story." 

Question 6 

Change the narration : 

11. Ramesh says, "I have passed in the first division." 

12. He said, "I went to the cinema yesterday." 

13. He said to me this morning, "My father will come today" 

14. He said, "I had a bad dream last night." 

15. He said, "She is quite pretty, but has not much sense." 

16. Leela said, "I shall come next week." 

17. "I'll come with you as soon as I'm ready," she said. 

18. He said to me, "I lost my temper when she opened her mouth." 

19. The servant said, "My master is talking to a guest." 

20. I said to the boys, "You should do your duty." 

Question 7 

Change the narration: 

21. "What can be done?" said my father. 

22. "Where is my book?" said Ramesh. 

23. I said, "Where shall I send the car?" 

24. He said, "Where do you want to go?" 

25. I said to my teacher, "Is this fair?" 

26. I enquired of the poor boy why he had wished he had been a king's son. 

27. He asked me whether he promised to do as he instructed. 

28. I asked her whether he promised to help me. 

29. The teacher enquired of the boy why he had forgotten that God helps those  

 who help themselves. 

30. I asked my mother if she had told me all that she wanted to tell. 

Question 8 



Change the narration : 

31. He said to the boy, "What are you reading?" 

32. He said to his friend, "How is your father?" 

33. My friend said to me, "How old is your son?" 

34. He said, "How did the thief escape?" 

35. Mr. Kumar said, "What is the problem?" 

36. The old man said to me, "Who is your Principal?" 

37. The master says, "Where is the map of India?" 

38. "How can I help you dear?" I asked her. 

39. Sita said, "Who will come to the picture with me?" 

40. I said, "Why are you looking through the key-hole?" 

Question 9 

Change the narration : 

41. The boy said, "When will you finish your work?" 

42. "Who was the first man to land on the moon?" asked the examiner. 

43. "Why did you travel first class?" he enquired. 

44. "What do you mean?" he asked angrily 

45. My father said to me, "Why are you so sad?" 

46. He asked Rana, "What did you eat for breakfast today?" 

47. He asked, "Who put sugar in my tea?" 

48. He said, "What have you got in your bag?" 

49. She said, "Where have you come from?" 

50. I said to her, "When are you visiting us again?" 

Question 10 

Change the narration : 

51. My father said, "Will that machine work?" 

52. The boy said, "Can I meet the principal?" 

53. He said to me, "Have you seen him anywhere?" 

54. He said, "Do you know who is coming today?" 

55. Meera said, 'Am I your servant?" 

56. I said to Mona, "How are you feeling now?" 



57. He said, "Shall I go tomorrow?" 

58. He said to me, "Can you give me your scooter for a day?" 

59. "Did you see the manager yesterday?" the man asked the clerk. 

60. Seeta said to Mohan, "Will you come here  tomorrow?" 

Question 11 

Change the narration: 

61. He said, "Shall we discuss the matter again?" 

62. She said to me, "Could you come over to our place?" 

63. She said to me, "Will you have tea?" 

64. My sister said, "Shall I bring you some coffee?" 

65. Mona said to me, "Will you have lunch with us tomorrow?" 

66. He said, "What shall I do with it?" 

67. He said to her, "Would you mind shutting the door?" 

68. He said to his friend, "Would you like to have some drink?" 

69. He said, "Shall we go for a walk?" 

70. She said, "Will you stop laughing?" 

Question 12 

Change the narration: 

71. "I do not know the answer. Do you?" My friend said to me. 

72. He said, "Can you swim?" I said, "No." 

73. Rama said to me, "Do I look all right?" 

74. She said to her maid, "Are my shoes clean?" 

75. He said, "Did you know who the girl was?" 

76. He said to his servant, "Did you understand my instructions?" 

77. She said to him, "Do you know why he was so angry?" 

78. He said, "Is that the postman? I think he has a parcel for me." 

79. The lady said, "Do you think it will rain? It is very cloudy" 

80. She said, "Shall I ask them to wait?" 

Question 13 

Change the narration: 

81. She said, "Are the pictures interesting?" 



82. Sita said to him, "Will the lights be switched on?" 

83. Leela said to her, "Where is the Konark temple?" 

84. He said to her, "Shall I help you pack?" 

85. She asked her friend, "Are you going away during the holidays?" 

86. He said to her, "Can you meet me tomorrow?" 

87. He said lo tlie boy, "Do you think the elephants are there?"  

88. He said to a friend, "Did you hear a terrible noise at 2 a.m. this morning?" 

89. He said, "Is it time to go to bed?" 

90. She said, "Must the door be kept open?" 

Question 14 

Change the narration : 

91. The mother said, "Have the children gone to play?" 

92. Mohan said, "Where shall I be tomorrow?" 

93. Sham said to his friend, "What is the matter? You do not look very well." 

94. Geeta said to me, "Do you like pickles?" 

95. The boy said, "Are you leaving today?" 

96. She said to her sister, "Did he ask you about it?" 

97. He said to his friend, "Can you tell me where I can find that Institute?" 

98. Raman said to his son, "Did your friend wipe His feet on the mat?" 

99. The teacher said to the boy, "Is it true that you are leaving the school?" 

100. The lady said, "May I open the window? It is rather hot here."  

Question 15 

Change the narration : 

101. She said to his father, "Shall I do it before tomorrow?" 

102. Sheela said to Rama, "Have you any idea when the marriage will be held?" 

103. He said to me, "Did you ring up last ni^ht?" "Yes", I replied. 

104. She said to him, "Is it true that they were seen alone together?" 

105. He said to the boys, "Will you stop that noise?" 

106. She said to the little girl, "That looks difficult to do. Can I help you?" 

107. She said to her sister, "Where were you when the rain started?" 

108. He said to him, "Can you tell me the time? I have to leave at six." 



109. He said to me, "Do you like reading novels?" 

110. My sister said to her friend, "What time is it? My watch has stopped." 

Question 16 

Change the narration:  

111. The father said to his son, "Go and post this |etter." 

112. The officer said to the peon, "Show the visitor in." 

113. The widow said, "Please save me from ruin." 

114. My elder brother said, "Let me finish my work today" 

115. She said to them, "Let us go to see the fair." 

116. They said to him, "Do not go about torturing others." 

117. She said to me, "Let us go out for a picnic today" 

118. I ordered my servant not to disturb me when I am busy. 

119. The doctor advised the students to take exercise daily and to sleep with the 

  windows open. 

120. The prisoner begged the jailor to let him have a glass of water as he was 

  feeling very thirsty. 

Question 17 

Change the narration : 

121. The teacher said, "Go away" 

122. He said, "Don't move, boys." 

123. He said," "Please give me another chance." 

124. I said to Anil, "Please come again." 

125. The shop-keeper said, "Please do not ask for a discount." 

126. "Don't make a sound", he said. 

127. I said, "Don't argue with your father." 

128. The teacher said, "Get out". 

129. "Read this novel if you like," I said to him. 

130. The notice says, "Don't pluck flowers." 

Question 18 

Change the narration : 

131. He said, "Bring me a book." 



132. "Waiter, please bring me a cup of tea," he said. 

133. "Boys, raise your hands," the teacher said. 

134. Romeo said to Juliet, "Wait for me in the garden."  

135. "Don't make a sound," he said. 

136. Mamata told me, "Don't sit here." 

137. "Be careful while crossing a street," she said. 

138. "Open your bag please," said the custom officer. 

139. The teacher said to his students, "Don't use cheap notes." 

140. "If it gets cold give him another blanket," she said. 

Question 19 

Change the narration : 

141. He said, "0 for a cup of tea!" 

142. He said, "I wish I were a king!" 

143. She said to me, "How charming Dalhousie is!" 

144. "What a stupid fellow I have to put up with!" said I to my room-mate. 

145. The captain said, "Hurrah! My team has won the championship." 

146. The children said, "May our teacher live long!" 

147. The boy said, ".Alas! My mother has died." 

148. The General applauded them saying that they had done wonders. 

149. He confessed with regret that he had been very simple. 

150. The old lady prayed to God that he might live long. 

Question 20 

Change the narration : 

151. He said, "Let us see a movie". 

152. She said, "Let us wait a little longer." 

153. The poet said, "What a lovely garden!" 

154. He said to me, "Hello, where are you going?" 

155. "What a shame! You have misbehaved with your teacher," his mother said. 

156. She said, "Oh dear, I have just missed the bus." 

157. She said, "What a dreadful sight!" 

158. My sister said, "Let us go out for a walk." 



159. "What a splendid building!" the tourist said. 

160. "How nice of you to have come!" Mani said to me. 

 

11.4 Prepositions 

A Preposition is a word used to show the relation between Noun or Pronoun, called its 

object, and some other word in the sentence. 

 Correct use of prepositions is an aid to clear and proper writing. Certain verbs, 

nouns, adjectives are followed by specific prepositions to indicate certain specific ideas. 

Students are advised to commit them to memory. 

11.5 List of Prepositions: 

A 

Abide by : We should abide by the rules. 

Abound in : This pond abounds in fish. 

Absent from : He has been absent from school since Monday. 

Absorbed in : He was absorbed in his studies. 

Abstain from : He abstains from smoking. 

Access to : He has no access to the Minister. 

Accomplished in : She is accomplished in dancing. 

Account for : He had to account for his mistake. 

Accused of : She was accused of theft. 

Accustomed to : I am not accustomed to such food. 

Act upon : He acted upon my advice. 

Acquainted with : I am not acquainted with Ram 

Acquitted of : He was acquitted of me charge of murder. 

Admit to : My brother was admitted to the tenth class. 

Admit into :   The students were admitted into the hall.  

Afraid of :   The hunter was afraid of the lion. 

Affection for :   Pt. Nehru had a great affection for children. 

Agree with :   I do not agree with you in this matter. 

Agree on :   All the members agreed on this point. 

Aim at  :   He aimed at winning a scholarship. 



Alarmed at :   He was alarmed at the news. 

Aloof from :   Keep aloof (away) from all evil temptations. 

Alive to : I am alive to my duties. 

Amazed at : I was amazed at her shocking speech. 

Angry with : The teacher was angry with the boys for making a   

  noise in the class. 

Answer for : He will have to answer for this mistake. 

Annoyed with : I am annoyed with the Chairman at his remarks 

    which were totally absurd. 

Anxious about : Don't be anxious about his health. 

Anxious for : I am anxious for a complete change in my life. 

Appeal to : He appealed to the High Court against the judgement  

   of the lower court. 

Appetite for : He had no appetite for food. 

Applicable to : This rule is not applicable to my case. 

Appointed to : He was appointed to the post. 

Apply to : I applied to the Manager for the post of a clerk. 

Approve of : I do not approve of your plan. 

Argue with : He argued with me against compulsory military 

    training 

Arrive at : He arrived at Delhi last night. 

Arrive in : He will arrive in India next month. 

Ashamed of : I am ashamed of my conduct. 

Ask for : I asked for a cup of tea. 

Assign to : The work was assigned to me. 

Assure of : I assured him of full support. 

Assist in : You should assist me in this work. 

Attend to : They attended to their teacher. 

Attend on : The nurse attended on the patient. 

Attach to : I attach no value to his talk. 

Authority in : He is an authority on English Grammar. 



Avail of : You should avail yourself of this chance. 

Aware of : We are aware of the danger. 

B 

Banish from : He was banished from India. 

Bar to  : Poverty is no bar to success in life. 

Beg for : The prisoner begged for mercy. 

Beg of : He begged pardon of me. 

Bent on, upon : He is bent on (upon) joining the army. 

Belong to : This house belongs to my friend. 

Beware of : Beware of pickpockets. 

Bestow upon : A title was bestowed upon him. 

Bless with : She was blessed with a son. 

Blind of : He was blind of one eye. 

Blind to : She was blind to the danger. 

Boast of : He boasted of his wealth. 

Born of : He was born of rich parents. 

Bound for : The ship is bound for the U.S.A. 

Brood over : I am brooding over my past. 

Busy in : We are busy in making preparations. 

Burst into : She burst into tears. 

C 

Call at  : I will call at your office tomorrow. 

Call on (upon) : I called upon the Commissioner yesterday. 

Canvass for : He has started canvassing for votes. 

Capable of : He is capable of hard work. 

Capacity for : He has no capacity for bearing further losses. 

Cause for : This is no cause for anxiety. 

Cause of : They do not know the cause of fire. 

Certain of : I am certain of my success in the examination. 

Charge with : He was charged with theft. 

Close to : My house is close to the post office. 



Complain against : He has complained against me to the boss. 

Compete with : Eight boys competed with one another for the  

   scholarship. 

Condemn to : He was condemned to death for the murder of his wife. 

Confident of : He is confident of his success. 

Congratulate on : I congratulated him on his success. 

Consist in : His greatness consists in his love for his country. 

Control over : He has no control over his children. 

Contrary to : This action is contrary to rules. 

Count on : You can count on my help. 

Convict for : He was convicted for murder. 

Conscious of : He is conscious of his weaknesses. 

Content with : Be content with what you have. 

Cure of : He was cured of malaria. 

Cure for : There is no cure for this disease. 

D 

Dead to : He is dead to all sense of shame. 

Deaf to : He is deaf to the advice of his elders. 

Deaf of : He is deaf of an ear. 

Deal in : He deals in cloth. 

Deal with : Never deal roughly with your juniors. 

Deficient in : She is deficient in social qualities. 

Deliver to : Mohan delivered the letter to me. 

Delight at : He was delighted at his success. 

Demand for : There is no demand for sugar. 

Depend of, from : How would you demand explanation from (of) me ? 

Depend upon : You can depend upon my help. 

Deprive of : He was deprived of his rights. 

Devoid of : He is devoid of pity. 

Die of  : He died of heart attack. 

Die for : He died for his country. 



Devote to : I am devoted to my work. 

Differ from : The climate of Shimla differs from that of Chandigarh. 

Differ in : We differed in opinion. 

Differ with : I differ with you on this point. 

Different from : This book is different from that. 

Disgust with : I am disgusted with life. 

Displease with : He is displeased with me. 

Distinguish in : He distinguished himself in Physics. 

Dull at  : He is dull at English. 

Dull of : He is rather dull of understanding. 

E 

Eager for : She is eager for praise. 

Eligible for : He is eligible for this post. 

End in  : His effort ended in smoke. 

Engage to : She is engaged to a teacher. 

Enquire after : I went to enquire after his health. 

Enquire into : We shall enquire into this matter. 

Enquire of : He enquired of me whether I knew it. 

Escape from : The prisoner escaped from the jail. 

Entitle to : He is entitled to vote. 

Enter into : We entered into partnership. 

Expect from, of : What I expected from (of) you was honesty and nothing  

   more. 

Excuse for : He had no excuse for his absence. 

F 

Faith in : I have no faith in you. 

False to : He was false to me. 

favour of : I am not in favour of this plan. 

Familiar with : I was not familiar with his tricks. 

Familiar to : His name is familiar to me. 

Feed on : Cows feed on grass. 



Feel for : She feels for the poor. 

Fond of : I am fond of music. 

Free from : Who is free from worries ? 

Furnish with : He is furnished with the information. 

G 

Glad at : He was glad at my success. 

Glad of : I shall be glad of your company. 

Good at : She is good at English. 

Grateful to : I am grateful to you for your help. 

Greedy of : He is greedy of fame. 

Guilty of : He was found guilty of theft. 

Get over : He got over his difficulties. 

Grieve at : Never grieve at the dead. 

H 

Hanker after : Never hanhr after wealth. 

Hand over : Hand this letter over to her. 

Hard on : She is hard on her servants. 

Heir to : She is the only heir to the property. 

Hide from : You cannot hide this fact from me. 

Hit on, upon : He hit on a plan. 

Hurl at : He hurled a shoe at the lawyer. 

Heal of : I am healed of my wound. 

I 

Ignorant of : I was ignorant of what was going on here. 

Impress with : I was impressed with his intelligence. 

Indifferent to : He is indifferent to his health. 

Infested with : This house is infested with rats. 

Influence with : I have no influence with him. 

Innocent of : She is innocent of the crime. 

Interested in : I am interested in going there. 

Injurious to : Smoking is injurious to health. 



Inquire after : He wanted to inquire after his friend's health. 

Inquire into : I shall inquire into the matter. 

invite to : I shall invite him to the party. 

Involved in : He is involved in a murder case. 

J 

Jeer at : People jeered at him. 

Join with : He joined with me in the business. 

Jump at : I jumped at the offer. 

Jump to : Don't jump to a hasty conclusion. 

Jealous of : She is jealous of my reputation. 

K 

Key to  : Hard work is the key to success. 

Kick at : I kicked at her proposal. 

Knock at : Somebody is knocking at the door. 

Keen on : He is very keen on this point. 

Kind to : He is kind to the poor. 

L 

Lead to : This road leads to the city. 

Lack in : She lacks in common sense. 

Laid up : I am laid up with fever. 

Lame of : The boy is lame of one leg. 

Lament for : She is lamenting for her dead child. 

Laugh at : We laughed at the fool. 

Leisure for : He has no leisure for enjoying nature. 

Liking for : I have no liking for fast music. 

Listen to : Listen to the advice of your father. 

Live on : He lives on the earning of his son. 

Live within : You should live within your income. 

Long for : He longs for a happy life. 

Loyal to : We should be loyal to our country. 

M 



Mad with : She was mad with rage. 

Made of : The chair is made of steel. 

Malice against : I have malice against none. 

Match for : He is no match for me. 

Meet with : I met with an accident yesterday. 

Mistake for : I mistook him for a doctor. 

Mix with : Do not mix with bad boys. 

Mourn for : He mourned for his dead son. 

Move to : She was moved to tears. 

N 

Natural to : Beauty is natural to him. 

Need of : He is in need of money. 

Notorious for : He is notorious for his bad" deeds. 

0 

Obedient to : He is obedient to his teachers. 

Object to : I object to your proposal. 

Obliged to : I am obliged to you for your kind help. 

Occupied in : I am occupied in my studies. 

Occupied with : The teacher is occupied with his pupils. 

Offended with : I was offended with him at his carelessness. 

Open to : This garden is open to the public. 

Opposed to : He is opposed to prohibition. 

Opposite to : My house is opposite to the post office 

Opportunity for : This is a good opportunity for you. 

P 

Pay for : I paid five rupees for this book. 

Painful to : This news is very painful to me. 

Part with : I do not want to part with my book. 

Part from : I parted from him at the railway station. 

Partial to : The magistrate was not partial to him. 

Play at : We play at cards in the evening. 



Play on : She was playing on the sitar. 

Pleased with : The teacher was pleased with me at my honesty. 

Popular with : He is popular with his pupils. 

Pray to : He is praying to God'for his success. 

Prepare for : He was preparing himself/or the examination. 

Preder to : I prefer milk to tea. 

Preside over : Dr. Raman presided over the meeting. 

Pretend to : He pretended to be blind. 

Prevent from : I prevented him from going to Shimla. 

Profit by : You should profit by his example.  ' 

Proficient in : He is very proficient in Mathematics. 

Protect from : Trees protect us from the heat of the sun. 

Plot against : He plotted against the life of his cousin. 

Protest against : The traders protested against the new rules. 

Proud of : Do not be proud of your wealth. 

Provide against : You should provide something against rainy days. 

pride in : He prides himself in his learning. 

Q 

Quick at : He is quick at doing sums. 

Quick of : Padmini is quick of understanding. 

Quick in : She is quick in answering questions. 

Qualify for : You are not qualified for the post. 

Quarrel with : You should not quarrel with others. 

R 

Recommend to : He recommended my case to the manager for the   

  post of a clerk. 

Recover from : He recovered from illness. 

Reduce to : The fine has been reduced to five rupees. 

Refrain from : He refrains from speaking. 

Regard for : He has a great regard for his teachers. 

Regard to : He paid no regard to his advice. 



Rejoice at : We rejoiced at his success. 

Related to : He is related to me. 

Rely on : I can rely on him. 

Relieved of : He was relieved of his job. 

Remind of : I reminded him of his promise. 

Robbed of : The traveller was robbed of his money. 

Reply to : He did not reply to my letter. 

Repent of : You will repent of your mistake. 

Respect for : He has a great respect for his elders. 

Retirc from : He will retire from service next year. 

Rebel against : The people rebelled against the king. 

Revenge on : He revenged himself on his enemy for the murder of  

   his father. 

Revolve round : The earth revolves round the sun. 

Reward for : He was rewarded for his obedience. 

Reward with : My efforts were rewarded with success. 

Rule over : Ashoka ruled over a vast empire. 

Result in : Fire resulted in a considerable loss. 

Reflect on : He reflected on the shortness of human life. 

S 

Secure from (against) : Our country is now secure from (against) any attack. 

Sick of : I am now sick of her company. 

Slave of : He is the slave of his passions. 

Slow at : The clerk is slow at table-work. 

Slow of : She is rather slow of understanding. 

Stare in : Poverty stares him in the face. 

Start for : They started for Delhi late in the evening. 

Start at : He started at the sight of the lion. 

Strike for : The workers have struck for higher wages. 

Strike on : The ship struck on a rock. 

Suffer from : She is suffering from high blood pressure. 



Suffer for : You are sufering for your folly. 

Suitable for : These clothes are not suitable for cold weather. 

Supply with : The refugees were supplied with food. 

Supply to : They supplied food to the refugees. 

Stoop to : He is a man who would stoop to anything. 

Sympathy for : They have no sympathy for us. 

Sympathise with : I sympathise with you in your great loss. 

T 

Take pride in : She takes pride in her beauty. 

Talk to : He was talking to me about you. 

Think over : Please think over the problem calmly. 

Taste for : She has no taste for music. 

Treat with : Our boss treats us with respect. 

Trust with : You can trust me with this work. 

U 

Useful for : Exercise is useful for health. 

Urge upon : I urged upon him the need of getting this work done  

   on time. 

Used to : He has become so used to smoking that he can't give  

   it up now. 

V 

Vain of : She is vain of her beauty. 

Vexed at : I was vexed at his bad behaviour. 

Victim to : She is a victim to her neighbour's jealousy. 

W 

Wait upon : The landlord's servant waits upon him. 

Worthy of : She is worthy of praise. 

Wonder at : He stood wondering at the starry sky 

Wait for : I shall wait for you. 

Wait upon : The deputation of merchants waited upon the Police  

   Superintendent.  



11.6 Exercises for Prepositions: 

1. Fill in the blanks with prepositions : 

 1. She has a feeling .............. triumph. 

 2. There is a great deal............ work. 

 3. Let me call................ the doctor. 

 4. I have not been here ............. so long. 

 5. You have nothing............. fear. 

 Ans. 1. of 2. of 3. in 4. for 5. to. 

 

2. Fill in the blanks with prepositions : 

 1. He threw the faded rose ............. the water. 

 2. Iona is seated .............. a large dirty stone. 

 3. You are surrounded ............. temptation. 

 4. Mamma had a sudden attack .............. sea-sickness. 

 5. She is worthy ............. praise. 

 Ans. 1. into 2. on 3. by 4. of 5. of. 

 

3. Fill in the blanks with prepositions : 

 1. Why don't you travel........ foot ? 

 2. I have plenty.......... time. 

 3. You have seen it.............. your eyes. 

 4. They were staying .............. a hotel. 

 5. They sat......... the table. 

 Ans. 1. on 2. of 3. with 4. in 5. at. 

 

11.7 CONJUNCTIONS 

A Conjunction is a word used for joining. It connects words, phrases, clauses or 

sentences, and at the same time establishes relationship between the element thus 

connected. 

Examples: 

 WORDS JOINED -  A woman and a child entered the car. 



 PHRASES JOINED - Of the people, by the people, and for the people. 

 CLAUSES JOINED - The childhood shows the man, as morning shows the day. 

CONJUNCTION-AS DIFFERENT FROM A PREPOSITION 

AND AN ADVERB 

Examine the following sentences : 

 1. The book lay open before me. 

 2. He stood before the wall. 

 3. Think before you speak. 

 In sentence (1) before relates pronoun 'me' to the noun 'book'. Hence it functions 

as a preposition. 

 In sentence (2) before qualifies the verb 'stood'. Hence it functions as an adverb. 

In sentence (3) 'before' functions as a link between two clauses. Hence it is a 

conjunction. 

 Remember therefore that a Conjunction is never connected with an object, as a 

preposition is. A conjunction never qualifies a word as an adverb does. It simply joins 

words or sentences. 

11.8 CLASSES OF CONJUNCTIONS 

 Most conjunctions fall into the following main classes: 

 

(1) CO-ORDINATING CONJUNCTIONS 

 (and, but, for, or, nor, yet) 

 Co-ordinating conjunctions are so called because they join elements of equal (or 

co-ordinate) rank in the sentence. 

Examples : 

 (i) Have you a pen or a pencil ? 

  (connects to noun : pen, pencil) 

 (ii) We have advertised for a bright and ambitious young man. 

  (connects two adjectives : bright, ambitious.) 

 (iii) With a heavy heart but with a cheerful smile he took leave of us. (connects  

  two phrases : With a heavy heart, with a cheerful smile) 

 (iv) Did you leave your coat in your room or in my room? 



  (connects two phrases : in your room, in my room.) 

 (v) They knew the game was lost yet they kept trying. 

  (connects two clauses) 

 (vi) God made the country and man made the town. 

  (connects two clauses) 

 

(2) SUBORDINATING CONJUNCTIONS 

 

 after if since until 

 as in order that so that unless 

 although inasmuch as than where 

 as if insofar as that whereas 

 before least though whether 

 because on condition that till while 

 Subordinating conjunctions are so called because they introduce subordinate 

clauses and connect them with main clauses. These are the "single words", for they 

signal the coming of a dependent or subordinate clause : 

Examples : 

 If I should die, think only this of me; 

 That there's some comer of a foreign field. 

 That is for ever England. 

 

 Subordinate clause      Main clause 

           � 

 If I should — �� think only this of me �� 

 Subordinate clauses 

    � 

 That there's some corner of a foreign field ���� 

  � 

 That is for ever England. ���� 

 



 Similarly : (1) If it rains tomorrow, I shall not go. 

   (2) He went home because he was hungry. 

   (3) He refused the offer, although he was offered a high salary. 

   (4) She will scream till she is blue in the face. 

   (5) She will talk if there is any one there to listen. 

   (6) I saw that I could not win the prize. 

   (7) Since it was raining, we stayed indoors and watched television. 

(3) CORRELATIVE CONJUNCTIONS 

 both-and as-so 

 either-or as-as 

 neither-nor if-then 

 whether-or if-then 

 whether-or although-yet 

 not only-but also whereas-therefore 

 In order to express exact shades of meaning and also to get variety and force in 

sentence, structure, the Coordinating and Subordinating Conjunctions are often paired 

with other conjunctions, the pair thus joined is called CORRELATIVE CONJUNCTION. 

Examples : 

 (1) Both Kailash and Subhash are innocent. 

 (2) He is either afraid or frightened. 

 (3) He is neither afraid nor frightened. 

 (4) He does not know whether to stay or to go. 

 (5) He is not only learned but also wise. 

 (6) As apple is to fruit so carrot is to vegetables. 

 (7) Although he hates me, yet I will help him. 

 (8) Whereas we have been thus troubled, we therefore demand compensation. 

 

(4) ADVERBIAL CONJUNCTIONS OR CONJUNCTIVE ADVERBS 

 

 Accordingly, again, at the same time, consequently, furthermore, however, 

indeed, moreover, nevertheless, still, therefore, hence. 



 Subordinate Conjunctions which introduce adverbial clauses are called 

ADVERBIAL CONJUNCTIONS. They serve a double function modifying a verb as also 

having a conjunctive value and are sometimes called CONJUNCTIVE ADVERBS. 

Examples : 

 (1) He was illiterate; moreover, he lacked common sense. 

 (2) It was very cold; we stayed, therefore until sunrise. 

 (3) Sunita was sharp and intelligent; consequently she topped her class. 

 (4) In the beginning he was hesitant; later, however, he decided to go. 

 (5) There was no news : nevertheless, she went on hoping. 

 (6) You will be praised or blamed accordingly as your work is good or bad. 

 (7) I was very irregular in my class; hence my name was struck off. 

 Note : (1) Compare the punctuation here between clauses with the punctuation 

in the sentences illustrating clauses joined with a co-ordinating conjunction. 

 (2) Conjunctive adverbs, unlike conjunctions which have fixed position, lend 

themselves to various positions. 

 e.g. Your application arrived late. However, the committee will examine your 

candidature soon. 

 Your application arrived late. The committee, however, will examine your 

candidature soon. 

 Your application arrived late; however the committee will examine your 

candidature soon. 

 Your application arrived late. The committee will examine your candidature soon, 

however. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

(a) Discriminate among the uses of different conjunctions : 

 A careful choice of conjunctions often sharpens the meaning of a sentence. 

Sometimes two or three conjunctions lend themselves to similar application yet differ 

enough so that one is clearly a better choice than the rest. The right choice of a 

conjunction may mean the difference between saying exactly what the writer means and 

roughly what he means, e.g. 

                                          ---and I   found it, 



   The book was widely appreciated  ---while   only commonplace. 

                                          ---but 

 Clearly the sentence demands a contrast opinion, and connects without contrast; 

"while" expresses contrast but dilutes the second opinion by subordinating it to the first, 

"but" expresses contrast and therefore is the best choice here. 

 (b) Use a comma to separate main clauses joined with a coordinating 

conjunction but use a semi-colon to separate main clauses not joined with a co-

ordinating conjunction : 

Examples : 

 She could get the job, yet she doesn't try for it. 

(,) The plane was delayed by a heavy rain, and it barely had enough fuel to get 

        back. 

 The plane was delayed by a heavy rain, but the pilot succeeded in getting back  

 to its terminal. 

 To educate a man is to educate an individual; to educate a woman is to 

  educate a family. 

(;) Reputation is what men and women think of us; character is what God and  

 angels know of us. 

 Men will wrangle for religion; write for it; fight for it; die for it; anything but live for 

it. 

(c) Use a semi-colon to separate main clauses joined with a conjunctive  

 adverb. 

 Americans spend millions of dollars for road-presemtion; however their roads are 

rapidly deteriorating. 

 There was no news; she went on hoping. 

 It was very cold; we stayed, therefore until sunrise. 

(a) Use parallel structures for sentence elements joined by co-ordinatine 

conjunctions 

 For balance and grace in your writing let the structure of the first one or two co-

ordinate elements set the pattern for the structure of the remaining co-ordinate 

elements. 



 AWKWARD � She likes to read and writing. 

 PARALLEL � She likes to read and write. 

 AWKWARD � Sylvy is slim, is tall, with blue eyes and has silver hair 

 PARALLEL � Sylvy is slim, tall, blue-eyed, and silver haired 

 AWKWARD � Mr. Pandit helps his wife by cookmg and washing his own shirts. 

 PARALLEL � Mr. Pandit helps his wife by cooking and washing his own shirts. 

(e) For graceful writing, avoid 'L-i-k-e' as a conjunction. 

 At all levels of style 'L-i-k-e' is used as a preposition. (She behaves like her 

mother.) 

 The use of 'like' as a conjunction is objected to by many people. In writing they 

prefer 'as if' instead of 'like' as a conjunction. 

 Incorrect : It happened like as I said it would. 

 Correct : It happened as I said it would. 

 Incorrect : It looks like it would rain. 

 Correct : It looks as if it would rain. 

 By straining to avoid L-i-k-e- as a conjunction, some students, use 'as' a 

preposition. 

 This over-correction is worse than the use one is trying to avoid : 

 WRONG : She behaves as her mother. 

 RIGHT : She behaves like her mother. 

 

USE OF CONJUNCTIONS AND CONJUNCTIONAL PHRASES 

 

(1) both-and 

 Used for emphatic expression : 

 (1) His speech was both inspiring and informative. 

 (2) The way he treated me was both insulting and objectionable 

(2) as well as, no less than 

 (1) "I believe that Virtue shows quite as well in rags as she does in people in 

purple and fine linen." —Dickens 

 (2) I believe that Virtue shows no less in rags than in purple and fine linen. 



(3) not only—but or but also 

 (1) He is not only learned but also wise. 

 (2) You will get practice not only in taking notes but also in organising these well. 

 (3) Not only India but the whole world recognises the importance of spiritualism. 

(4) Unless 

 The conjunction 'unless' means 'if not'. It should not be confused with 'if. 

 Incorrect : Unless you don't work hard, you will fail. 

 Correct : If you do not work hard, you will fail. 

 Incorrect : If compelled to stay in by bad weather, I go for a walk every day. 

 Correct : Unless compelled to stay in by bad whether, I go for a walk every day. 

(5) though—yet 

 (1) Though he hates me, yet I will help him. 

 (2) Though he is poor, yet he is honest. 

(6) or 

 (1) It is green or blue ? 

 (2) Are you coming or not ? 

 (3) You must not be late to your office or you will lose your job. 

 (4) "In every rank, great or small. 

 'This industry supports us all." 

(7) either—or 

 (1) Either you rteum the book in time or you will have to pay a fine. 

 (2) Either this man sinned or his parents. 

 (3) "A woman either loves or hates: she knows no medium."  

(8) Whether—or 

 (1) I don't care whether he stays or goes. 

 (2) You must do this whether you like it or not. 

(9) nor 

 (1) Not a flower nor even a blade of grass will grow in this desert. 

 (2) He can't do it nor can you, nor can anybody. 

(10) neither—nor 

 (1) I have neither time nor money to live extravagantly. 



 (2) Neither a borrower nor a lender be. 

(11) If 

 (1) If you ask him, he will help you.              \ 

 (2) If anyone should call, please let me know. 

 (3) If I am mistaken, you are mistaken, too. 

 (4) I will do it, even if (= although) it takes me all the afternoon. 

 (5) If only (= a wish) she would marry me ! 

(12) but 

 (1) "It never rains but it pours." 

 (2) "Youth comes but in a lifetime." 

 (3) He is rich but discontented. 

 (4) "How wise they are that are but fools in love !" 

(13) than—rather than 

 (1) Better to wear out than to rust out. 

 (2) He is wiser than us all. 

 (3) "Hunger is sharper than the sword." 

 (4) "I had rather be a dog, and bay the moon 

 "Than such a Roman." 

 (5) He resigned rather than take part in such a dishonest deal. 

 (6) 'Wouldn't you rather be killed than feared ?" 

(14) no sooner—than 

 (1) He had no sooner heard the news than he wept aloud. 

 (2) The clock had no sooner struck ten than all the doors were closed. 

(15) until, as long as 

 (1) Until now I knew nothing about it. 

 (2) He continued being lazy until he was seventeen. 

 (3) Goodbye until tomorrow. 

 (4) As long as you work hard, you will improve. 

 (5) As long as war is regarded as wicked, it will always have its fascination." 

(16) Scarcely—when 

 (1) Scarcely had the plane left when the engine failed. 



 (2) He had scarcely left the house when it began to rain. 

(17) at same time, all the same = nevertheless 

 (1) She is not very intelligent but I like her all the same. 

 (2) There is not much logic in what you say; at the same time we shall stick to 

your opinion. 

(18) so—that 

 (1) We have so arranged matters that one of us is always on duty. 

 (2) It so happened that I could not attend the meeting. 

(19) in case 

 (1) In case it rains, we must have the rain coats with us. 

 (2) In case I forget, please remind me of my promise. 

 (3) In case (of) fire, ring the alarm bell. 

(20) since 

 (1) It is not a decade since I came to Delhi. 

 (2) Since we have no money, we cannot buy it. 

(21) as 

 (1) "Handsome is as handsome does." 

 (2) "God will not love thee less, as men love thee more." 

 (3) "As Casear loved me, I weep for him; as he was fortunate, I rejoice at it; as he 

was valiant, I honour him; but as he was ambitious, I slew him." 

 (4) Treat all men as your equal. 

 

11.9 EXERCISES 

 

(a) Note the italicised conjunctions in the following sentences. State whether they are 

j-o-i-n-i-n-g words 

j-o-i-n-i-n-g phrases 

or j-o-i-n-i-n-g sentences. 

(1) There's cry and a shout, and a terrible rout. 

 And nobody seems to know what they're about. 

 But the monks have their pockets all turned inside out. 



(2) God and the doctor we alike adore. 

 But only in danger, not before.                                        \ 

(3) Though the mills of God grind slowly, 

 —Yet they grind exceedingly well; 

 Though with patience stands He waiting, 

 —Yet with exactness grinds He all.                                           ^ 

(4) If all the world were paper, 

 And all the sea were ink, 

 And all the trees were bread and cheese, 

 What should we do for drink ? 

(5) Look before you leap. 

(6) Oh ! she was as good as she was fair, 

 None — none on earth above her! 

 As pure in thought as angels are, 

 To know her was to love her. 

(7) As Caesar loved me, I weep for him; as he was fortunate, I rejoice at it; as he 

was valiant, I honour him ; but as he was ambitious, I slew him. 

(b) with the aid of conjunctions, join the following groups to read as well-

connected sentences : 

 (1) The wind blew a terrible gale. Trees were uprooted. Many persons were 

injured. 

 (2) We reached the top of the hill. A glorious view lay before us. 

 (3) The car was damaged. The driver was hurt. We escaped injury. 

 (4) Swallows migrate in winter. Robins stay during the whole year. 

 (5) The field is under water. We cannot play hockey today. 

 (6) The hard-fought game lasted two hours. There was no scoring. The crowd 

was disappointed. 

 (7) I am always punctual. You should know this after all these years. How could 

you go without me ? 

 (8) I am looking forward to the vacation. I shall be leaving the town. I am going 

into the country. I am expecting a jolly time. 



 (9) He had never seen the circus. He went this year. He was thrilled. 

 (10) It was a beautiful morning. The trees hid the birds. We heard their merry 

chirping. 

 

Solved Exercises 

 

1. Fill in the blanks with conjunctions : 

 1. Sit down...............take your soup. 

 2. Do you get...............I mean ? 

 3. You've made .me feel...............I were a man again. 

 4. We should do it...............they come. 

 5. She explained...............she did it. 

2. Fill in the blanks with conjunctions : 

 1. She will scream...............she is blue in the face. 

 2. Better to wear out...............to rust out. 

 3. The girl stayed...............she had been put. 

 4. Currito pricked up his ears...............he heard the music. 

 5. He was three days in hospital..........then he died.   

3. Fill in the blanks with conjunctions : 

 1. He can read .......... cannot write. 

 2. I did not know .......... he is doing well. 

 3. They gave me five francs ........... went away.  

 4. I jumped to see .............. the matter was. 

 

11.10 Synonyms 

Synonyms are words which have approximately the same meaning and may, therefore, 

be used in place of other words. While speaking or writing we may not like to use a 

word again and again as it becomes undesirable. We, some-times, like to use a 

substitute to express the same idea. Therefore, it is necessary that the students should 

try to increase their vocabulary by learning Synonyms and their use. 



     In this Chapter, we are giving a list of 300 important words with their Synonyms. 

Students should try to learn these Synonyms so that they can use them correctly. At the 

end of the Chapter a set of Model Test Papers is also given to test your knowledge 

about Synonyms for self-evaluation. 

11.11 List of Synonyms: 

S.NO. WORDS SYNONYMS 

1. Abandon Leave, Quit, Vacate, Forsake 

2. Abandoned Deserted, Vacant, Forsaken 

3. Abdicate Give up, Vacate, Relinquish, Renounce 

4. Abnormal Unusual, Unnatural, Eccentric 

5. Abound Plentiful, Overflow, Flourish, Luxuriate 

6. Abrupt Sudden, Hasty, Rough 

7. Absorb Imbibe, Assimilate, Merge, Engross, Engulf 

8. Absurd Silly, Ridiculous, Foolish 

9. Abundant Ample, Plentiful, Great, Enough 

10. Active Alert, Agile, Alive 

11. Acute Keen, Piercing, Sharp 

12. Adjust Regulate 

13. Admirable Excellent, Commendable, Praiseworthy 

14. Admit Own, Concede, Acknowledge, Accept 

15. Agree Concur, Consent, Assent 

16. Aimless Random, Wandering, Purposeless 

17. Ambition Aspiration, Longing, Zeal 

18. Appetite Want, Hunger, Longing, Passion 

19. Atrocity Outrage, Formity, Brutality 

20. Awkward Clumsy, Ungainly, Ungraceful 

21. Axiom Maxim, Truism, Aphorism, Truth 

22. Baffle Foil, Perplex, Defeat, Confound, Thwart 

23. Bashful Timid, Shy, Diffident, Constrained 

24. Benevolent Generous, Philanthropic, Charitable, Human 

25. Blithe Joyous, Gay, Light-hearted, Merry 



26. Bogus Sham, Counterfeit, Spurious. False 

27. Bright Lustrous, Luminous, Radiant, Glowing, Sparkling 

28. Callous Hardened, Insensitive, Stiff 

29. Calm Impassive, Placid, Serene, Peaceful 

30. Clear Transparent, Lucid, Distinct 

31. Cold Frigid, Cool, Chilly, Frosty, Indifferent, Reserved 

32. Confidence Reliance, Faith, Dependence 

33. Contemptible Despicable, Despised, Vile, Mean, Low 

34. Control Direct, Manage, Regulate, Master 

35. Covet Long for, Want, Desire, Crave 

36. Cruelty Brutality, Barbarity, Persecution, Torture 

37. Capitulate Submit, Surrender 

38. Circumlocution Ambiguity, Verbosity, Periphrasis 

39. Damage Loss, Harm, Injury, Hurt, Impair 

40. Dangerous Hazardous, Perilous, Unsafe 

41. Defend Protect, Shield, Guard, Safeguard, Support 

42. Derisive Sarcastic, Contemptuous, Scornful, Mocking 

43. Determined Resolute, Resolved, Decided, Firm 

44. Detest Loathe, Abhor, Despise 

45. Dignified Stately, Lofty, August, Noble, Majestic 

46. Disfigure Impair, Deface, Mar, Mutilate 

47. Disinterested Indifferent, Detached, Unconcerned 

48. Distasteful Unpalatable, Unsavoury, Bitter 

49. Distinguished Celebrated, Famous, Eminent, Illustrious, Renowned, Noted 

50. Dreadful Frightful, Horrible, Shocking 

51. Durable Lasting, Permanent, Stable, Enduring 

52. Delinquent Offender, Culprit, Criminal 

53. Ebb Wane, Decay, Decline, Sink, Recede 

54. Echo Reverberation. Imitation, Repetition 

55. Ecstasy Delight, Joy, Emotion, Frenzy, Rapture 

56. Effeminate Womanish, Unmanly, Weak, Soft 



57. Egoism Self-conceit, Selfishness 

58. Egregious Consummate, Excellent, Peculiar 

59. Elated Buoyant, Proud, Overjoyed, Cheerful 

60. Embargo Stoppage, Detention, Restraint, Prohibition 

61. Encroach Infringe, Transgress, Trespass 

62. Enigmatic Mysterious, Obscure 

63. Entice Lure, Allure, Attract 

64. Enunciate Pronounce, Propound, State 

65. Equivocal Doubtful, Ambiguous, Dubious 

66. Esoteric Initiated, Special, Private 

67. Exemplary Excellent, Worthy, Honourable, Model 

68. Exponent Advocate, Propounder, Interpreter 

69. Extraneous Unrelated, Unconnected 

70. Fair Beautiful, Comely, Spotless, Unblemished 

71. Fear Timidity, Diffidence, Apprehensiveness, Dread, Fearfulness 

72. Formal Conventional, Ceremonious, Ritualistic 

73. Fragrant Aromatic, Balmy, Scented, Perfumed 

74. Frail Fragile, Infirm, Feeble 

75. Free Unconfined, unchecked, Unhindered, Liberal 

76. Friendly Amicable, Sociable, Cordial, Warmhearted 

77. Furious Angry, Fuming, Raging, Turbulent, Wild 

78. Fabricate Devise, Frame, Produce, Invent 

79. Fanatic Zealot, Bigot 

80. Frivolous Petty, Paltry, Trivial, Superficial 

81. Futile Trifling, Vain, Unavailing, Pointless, Weak 

82. Fulminate Roar, Clamour, Explode 

83. Gallant Bold, Brave, Grand, Fine 

84. Glib Ready, Fluent, Plausible 

85. Grudge Rancour, Spite, Ill-will, Resentment 

86. Gay Blithe, Lively, Merry, Jolly, Bright 

87. Generous Magnanimous, Unselfish, Liberal, Lavish 



88. Genuine Sincere, Frank, Unaffected, Real, Honest, Sterling, Authentic 

89. Greedy Grasping, Avaricious, Rapacious 

90. Grief Sorrow, Affliction, Anguish, Tribulation, Distress, 

Bereavement 

91. Habitual Customary, Usual, Routine, Frequent, Permanent 

92. Hamper Obstruct, Impede, Restrict 

93. Harmful Injurious, Detrimental, Damaging 

94. Hasty Quick, Speedy, Expeditious, Swift, Rapid, Hurried 

95. Havoc Devastation, Wreck, Waste, Ruin 

96. Hoax Trick, Dupe, Fool 

97. Hostile Opposed, Inimical, Unfriendly 

98. Horrible Dreadful, Appalling, Frightful 

99. Humble Poor, Low-born, Plain, Simple, Meek, Modest 

100. Hypocritical Insincere, Affected, Sanctimonious, Pharisaical 

101. Illegal Unlawful, Illegitimate, Illicit 

102. Illustrious Famous, Distinguished, Eminent 

103. Imaginative Original, Inventive, Creative, Idealistic, Romantic, Fantastic,  

  Fanciful 

104. Immoral Corrupt, Licentious 

105. Impossible Unlikely, Unreasonable, Incredible, Unfeasible, Out of the 

question 

106. Impure Foul, Dirty, Filthy, Debased, Mixed, Lewd, Unchaste 

107. Incapable Incompetent, Unable, Unfitted 

108. Incredulous Sceptical, Distrustful, Doubtful 

109. Industrious Diligent, Busy, Hard-working 

110. Ingenuous Frank, Open, Naive, Candid 

111. Insignificant Petty, Unimportant, Trivial, Small 

112. Intellectual Mental, Scholarly, Learned, Well-informed, Intelligent 

113. Intemperance Excess, Unrestraint, Dissipation 

114. Interesting Exciting, Alluring, Fascinating 

115. Irritable Ill-humoured, Peevish, Petulant 



116. Jealous Envious, Distrustful, Suspicious 

117. Jolly Delight, Pleasure 

118. Just Honest, Upright, Honourable, Fair 

119. Justify Defend, Prove, Vindicate, Exonerate 

120. Keen Piercing, Penetrating, Cutting, Quick, Eager 

121. Kind Benign, Gracious, Considerate, Type, Sort, Character, 

Nature 

122. Kindle Ignite, Set on fire, Light, Stir, Arouse 

123. Laborious Toilsome, Hard-working, Industrious 

124. Lasting Enduring, Permanent, Continuing 

125. Liable Subject to, Open to, Exposed to, Accountable 

126. Lethargy Drowsiness, Torpor, Stupor 

127. Lax Vague, Loose, Careless 

128. Limpid Clear, Pure 

129. Loathe Despise, Abhor, Detest, Hate 

130. Loquacious Talkative, Chatter box 

131. Lucid Plain, Clear, Understandable 

132. Lurid Ghastly, Grim, Gruesome, Pale, Glaring, Crude 

133. Luxuriant Lush, Lavish, Profuse, Fertile 

134. Mad Crazy, Insane, Frenzied, Wild 

135. Marvellous Wonderful, Incredible, Miraculous 

136. Meek Mild, Submissive, Humble, Modest 

137. Merciless Ruthless, Unfeeling, Relentless, Pitiless 

138. Miserable Wretched, Forlorn, Worthless, Poor 

139. Mitigate Lessen, Alleviate, Soften, Abate 

140. Monotonous Humdrum, Tedious, Tiresome, Unvaried 

141. Mysterious Obscure, Occult, Incomprehensible, Hidden 

142. Macabre Grim, Gruesome, Terrible 

143. Magnanimous High-minded, Noble, Generous 

144. Malignant Virulent, Harmful 

145. Myth Parable, Legend 



146. Narrow Thin, Slender, Constricted, Bigoted 

147. Niggardly Parsimonious, Stingy, Sparing, Scanty 

148. Nuptial Marriage, Wedding 

149. Nullify Annul, Abolish 

150. Nonchalant Unexcited, Cool, Indifferent 

151. Narrate Relate, Tell, Recite, Describe 

152. Neat Tidy, Trim, Spick-and-span, Orderly 

153. Novel New, Different, Unusual, Unique 

154. Nuisance Annoyance, Bother, Pest, Bore 

155. Oath Pledge, Sworn statement 

156. Objectionable Obnoxious, Offensive, Undesirable 

157. Obsolete Out-of-date, Outworn, Disused, Antiquated 

158. Old Aged, Eiderly, Ancient, Antique, Obsolete 

159. Ostentatious Pretentious, Showy, Dashing, Glittering, Glaunting, Splendid, 

   Magnificent 

160. Outrage Insult, Injury, Wrong, Affront, Abase 

161. Overlook Oversee, Skip, Miss, Forget 

162. Paralyze Disable, Incapacitate, Cripple, Unnerve 

163. Pathetic Touching, Sad, Pitiful, Distressing, Heart-rending 

164. Pensive Melancholy, Meditative, Reflective 

165. Pernicious Harmful, Detrimental, Ruinous, Sinister 

166. Partisan Disciple, Follower, Adherent 

167. Pageant Display, Pomp, Spectacle 

168. Placid Quite, Calm, Unruffled 

169. Plight Dilemma, Difficulty 

170. Pusillanimity Timidity, Cowardice 

171. Persecute Oppress, Annoy, Trouble, Molest, Maltreat 

172. Philosophical Calm, Rational, Imperturbable, Deliberative, Speculative 

173. Pious Religious, Devout, Holy, Reverential 

174. Pithy Brief, Terse, Succinct, Forceful, Powerful 

175. Placid Calm, Peaceful, Gentle, Serene 



176. Pleasure Delight, Gladness, Joy, Enjoyment 

177. Poisonous Virulent, Deadly, Toxic, Venomous 

178. Proficient Expert, Adept, Masterly, Dexterous 

179. Proper Right, Just, Equitable, Meet, Suitable 

180. Prudent Careful, Wary, Heedful, Cautious, Discreet, Circumspect 

181. Quack Impostor, Charlatan, Empiric 

182. Qualified Fit, Capable, Able, Accomplished, Eligible 

183. Quick Prompt, Alert, Ready, Rapid, Keen, Intelligent 

184. Queer  Quaint, Strange, Odd 

185. Radiant Bright, Brilliant 

186. Rapid Swift, Speedy, Quick, Fleet, Fast 

187. Rash Incautious, Indiscreet, Hasty, Wild, Foolhardy 

188. Reasonable Cheap, Low-priced, Moderate, Fair, Credible, Plausible 

189. Refined Cultivated, Cultured, Well-bred 

190. Reliance Assurance, Confidence, Credence, Trust 

191. Remarkable Distinguished, Noteworthy, Rare, Unusual, Uncommon 

192. Rival Competitor, Contestant, Antagonist 

193. Robust Strong, Hardy, Seasoned, Tough, Sound 

194. Romantic Idealistic, Fanciful, Poetic, Imaginary, Sentimental 

195. Ruthless Cruel, Pitiless, Merciless, Relentless 

196. Ramification Division, Sub-division, Complication 

197. Rancour Malice, Spite 

198. Relinquish Quit, Resign, Abandon 

199. Sacred Holy, Divine, Hallowed, Blessed 

200. Sad Pensive, Gloomy, Woeful, Melancholic, Mournful 

201. Scanty Scarce, Infrequent, Insufficient, Meagre, Limited 

202. Scrupulous Strict, Precise, Careful, Conscientious 

203. Secret Clandestine, Hidden, Confidential, Unrevealed, Undisclosed, 

   Disguised 

204. Sentimental Romantic, Emotional, Maudlin 

205. Sham Imitation, Counterfeit, Make-believe, Spurious 



206. Shame Disgrace, Dishonour, Humiliation, Ignominy 

207. Shun Avoid, Evade, Elude. Eschew 

208. Solitary Lonely, Isolated, Sole, Lone 

209. Sorry Grieved, Sorrowful, Remorseful, Apologetic 

210. Strenuous Energetic, Ardent, Zealous, Persevering 

211. Superfluous Unnecessary, Needless, Spare, Useless, Extra, Redundant 

212. Swift Rapid, Speedy, Quick, Fleet 

213. Tale Story, Yam, Anecdote, Fable 

214. Tedious Dull, Dry, Wearisome, Uninteresting 

215. Tepid Lukewarm, Warm, Mild 

216. Tidy Neat, Spruce, Trim, Methodical 

217. Trifling Trivial, Unimportant, Frivolous 

218. Tyranny Despotism, Absolutism, Autocracy, Cruelty 

219. Unique Sole, Lone, Unusual, Rare, Unparalleled, Unsurpassed 

220. Unmistakable Certain, Sure, Positive, Clear 

221. Unblemished Unsullied, Spotless, Clean, Perfect 

222. Usurp Assume, Seize 

223. Undulation Vibration, Wane 

224. Urgent Grave, Immediate, Important 

225. Urbane Polite, Civil, Mannerly, Courteous 

226. Vacillate Wave, Swaying, Unsteady 

227. Vulgar Plebian, Vernacular 

228. Void Empty, Deserted, Unoccupied, Unutilised 

229. Vague Obscure, Ambiguous, Confused 

230. Valiant Brave, Valorous, Undaunted 

231. Vessel Utensil, Jar, Vase, Bowl, Sailing-vessel, Ship 

232. Vigilant Cautious, Heedful, Chary, Prudent, Alert, Attentive, Wary 

233. Vindictive Revengeful, Resentful, Avenging, Retaliative 

234. Vivacious Sprightly, Animated, Lively, Gay, Brisk 

235. Voluble Talkative, Fluent, Glib, Loquacious 

236. Want Wish, Crave. Covet, Lack, Need 



237. Wanton Capricious, Wayward, Perverse, Unchaste, Immoral 

238. Wily Crafty, Artful, Sly, Subtle 

239. Willy Clever, Smart, Humorous 

240. Wordy Verbose, Prolix, Diffuse, Digressive 

241. Worldly Earthly, Mundane, Carnal 

242. Wretched Sad, Pitiable, Unhappy, Miserable, Mean, Contemptible 

243. Wreck Ruin, Destroy 

244. Yearn Crave, Desire, Long 

245. Young Youthful, Juvenile, Childlike, Immature 

246. Yield Surrender, Summit 

247. Zeal Eagerness, Passion, Fervour, Enjoyment 

248. Zenith Summit, Pinnacle, Top, Summit 

249. Zest Enthusiasm, Exhilaration, Gusto, Enjoyment 

250. Zealot Devote, Fanatic, Bigot, Partisan 

 

Fifty More Synonyms 

 

1. Ability Capacity, Aptitude, Talent, Expertness 

2. Abject Degraded, Despicable, Vile, Servile, Base 

3. Abolish Destroy, Annihilate, Nullify,  Annul, Abrogate 

4. Abominable Detestable, Odious, Loathsome,  Abhorrent 

5. Abroad Away, Apart, Adrift 

6. Accelerate Quicken, Hasten, Speed up, Expedite 

7. Acrid Tart, Astringent, Pungent, Acrimonious, Severe 

8. Amateur Volunteer, Novice, Dilettante, Dabbler 

9. Astute Shrewd, Quick, Bright, Acute 

10. Apt Appropriate, Suitable, Qualified, Expert 

11. Barbarous Uncivilized, Rude, Uncultured, Savage 

12. Beautify Adorn, Embellish, Enhance 

13. Bewilder Confuse, Perplex, Puzzle, Perturb, Upset 

14. Bewitch Enchant, Hypnotize, Fascinate, Captivate 



15. Calamity Disaster, Catastrophe, Casualty, Misfortune 

16. Candid Frank, Open, Outspoken, Sincere, Truthful 

17. Chronic Continuous, Habitual, Inveterate 

18. Conjecture Guess, Speculation, Inference, Surmise 

19. Dainty Exquisite, Delicate, Elegant, Nice, Meticulous 

20. Desolate Deserted, Uninhabited, Forlorn, Lovely, Forsaken 

21. Dexterous Expert, Proficient, Handy, Adroit 

22. Dogmatic Bigoted, Arrogant, Dictatorial 

23. Egotism Self-conceit, Self-exaltation, Vanity 

24. Erroneous False, Exulty, Erring, Fallacious, Unsound 

25. Fastidious Squeamish, Precise, Finical, Particular 

26. Flagrant Glaring, Obvious, Outrageous 

27. Furtive Stealthy, Skulking, Sly, Clandestine, Secret 

28. Genial Cordial, Pleasant, Hearty, Kindly 

29. Guileless Innocent, Irigenous, Honest 

30. Hackneyed Trite, Stereotyped, Stale, Commonplace 

31. Hallucination Illusion, Delusion, Mirage, Apparition 

32. Humane Sympathetic, Kind, Tender-hearted 

33. Idler Dawdler, Longer, Loafer, Laggard 

34. Impertinent Rude, Impudent, Saucy, Irrelevant 

35. Juvenile Youthful, Immature, Young, Puerile 

36. Languid Drooping, Faint, Sluggish, Dull, Inert 

37. Mania Enthusiasm, Craze, Lunacy, Madness 

38. Manners Morals, Habits, Behaviour, Carriage 

39. Mar Injure, Spoil, Ruin, Disfigure 

40. Morose  Moody, Gloomy, Crabbed, Glum, Sullen 

41. Nimble Spry, Agile, Alert, Brisk, Lively 

42. Obstinate Tenacious, Stubborn, Obdurate,  Headstrong 

43. Pert Rude, Forward, Bold, Flippant, Saucy 

44. Phlegmatic Cold, Apathetic, Languid, Inert 

45. Rapture Bliss, Ecstasy, Enchantment 



46. Reprimand Blame, Censure, Reproach, Rebuke 

47. Sarcastic Satirical, Sardonic, Ironical, Bitting 

48. Uncouth Clumsy, Rough, Rude, Unrefined 

49. Vehement Wild, Violent, Passionate, Ardent 

50. Wane Decrease, Decline, Abate, Subside, Ebb. 

11.12 Exercises for Synonyms 

MODEL TEST PAPER-I 

     In the following questions, each word is followed by four responses a, b, c, and d. 

Choose the correct synonym of the given word out of the four choices. 

1. Notion 

 (a) Infamous (b) Country 

 (c) Belief (d) Ignore 

2. Obdurate 

 (a) Yielding (b) Docile 

 (c) Stubborn (d) plain 

3. Oblation 

 (a) Gift (b) Means 

 (c) Flout (d) Submit 

4. Itinerant 

 (a) Stationery (b) Proficient 

 (c) Gull (d) Wandering 

5. Irrepressible 

 (a) Tamable (b) Untamable 

 (c) Hesitant (d) Insulate 

6. Iota 

 (a) Mass (b) Whole 

 (c) Atom (d) Placid 

7. Invidious 

 (a) Unfair (b) Just 

 (c) Placate (d) Alluring 

8. Laconic 



 (a) Prolix (b) Enjoy 

 (c) Concise (d) Fail 

9. Lascivious 

 (a) Lustful (b) Chaste 

 (c) Scope (d) Lax 

10. Laudable 

 (a) Regrettable (b) Lurt 

 (c) Praiseworthy (d) Unfair 

11. Rectify 

 (a) Distort (b) Apostate 

 (c) Correct (d) Pervert 

12. Redundant 

 (a) Superfluous (b) Lessen 

 (c) Umpire (d) Parisan 

13. Oblique 

 (a) Horizontal (b) Bore 

 (c) Slanting (d) Disregard 

14. Obloquy 

 (a) Panegyric (b) Praise 

 (c) Dim (d) Censure 

15. Obnoxious 

 (a) Offensive (b) Gratifying 

 (c) Clear (d) Lucid 

16. Reprisal 

 (a) Retaliation (b) Hardened 

 (c) Forbidding (d) Alluring 

17. Rescind 

 (a) Maintain (b) Cancel 

 (c) Risk (d) Disregard 

18. Repugnant 

 (a) Odious (b) Attractive 



 (c) Deficiency (d) Pertinent 

19.  Rekindle 

 (a) Extinguish (b) Renew 

 (c) Revert (d) Trace 

20. Reprieve 

 (a) Retaliation (b) Pardon 

 (c) Convict (d) Alluring 

21. Imperceptible 

 (a) Subtle (b) Obvious 

 (c) Mean (d) Humble 

22. Infringe 

 (a) Conserve (b) Violate 

 (c) Instil (d) Divert 

23. Infinitesimal 

         (a) Impose (b) Distend 

         (c) Enormous (d) Minute 

24. Incongruous 

         (a) Filling (b) Variable 

         (c) Disagreeing (d) Rough 

25.  Incarcerate 

 (a) Embodiment (b) Imprison 

 (c) Release (d) Rash 

26. Secede 

 (a) Unite (b) Federate 

 (c) Withdraw (d) Conscious 

27. Snub 

 (a) Welcome (b) Rebuff 

 (c) Animate (a) Excite 

28. Sprightly 

 (a) Alert (b) Rigid 

 (c) Harsh (d) Dull 



29. Noble 

 (a) Common (b) Humble 

 (c) Aristocratic (d) Abandon 

30. Nullify 

 (a) Starkness (b) Reenact 

 (c) Annul (d) Neglect 

31. Nurture 

 (a) Faster (b) Nourish 

 (c) Abandon (d) Scanty 

32. Outlandish 

 (a) Familiar (b) Strange  

 (c) Fashionable (d) Friend 

33. Opulence 

 (a) Wealth (b) Necessity 

 (c) Poverty (d) Indigence 

34. Optimistic 

 (a) Despondent (b) Fortune 

 (c) Hopeful (d) Lucky 

35. Anomaly 

 (a) Normality (b) Assert 

 (c) Irregularity (d) Provoke 

36. Allegiance 

 (a) Treason (b) Deprivation 

 (c) Sensitive (d) Loyalty 

37. Adulation 

 (a) Praise (b) Sarcasm 

 (c) Rebuke (d) Purity 

38. Tranquil 

 (a) Quiet (b) Disturbed 

 (c) Energy (d) Zeal 

39. Transgress 



 (a) Obey (b) Infringe 

 (c) Agitation (d) Glare 

40. Transient 

 (a) Lasting (b) Animated 

 (c) Evidence (d) Momentary 

41. Appellation 

 (a) Anonymity (b) Regard 

 (c) Designation (d) Pertinent 

42. Amnesty 

 (a) Pardon (b) Penalty 

 (c) Justice (d) Release 

43. Annihilate 

 (a) Efface (b) Cultivate 

 (c) Perpetuate (d) Reason 

44. Jargon 

 (d) Unbiased (b) Terminology 

 (c) Young (d) dear 

45. Jeer 

 (a) Scoff (b) Magnanimity 

 (c) Applaud (d) Avoid 

46. Judicious 

 (a) Prudent (b) Dry 

 (c) Decision (d) Alliance 

47. Soporific 

 (a) Narcotic (b) Opiate 

 (c) Pompous (d) Chagrin 

48. Solace 

 (a) Affection (b) Malice 

 (c) Consolation (d) Oppose 

49. Sycophant 

 (a) Critic (b) Contract 



 (c) Defraud (d) Flatterer 

50. Bustle 

 (a) Hurry (b) Indolent 

 (c) Delicate (d) Above 

 

ANSWERS 

 

1. (c), 2. (c),  3. (a), 4. (d), 5. (b), 6. (c), 7. (a), 8. (c), 9. (a), 10. (c), 11. (c), 12. (a), 

13.(c), 14. (d), 15. (a) 16. (a), 17. (b), 18. (a), 19. (b), 20. (b) 21. (a), 22. (b), 23. (d), 24. 

(c), 25. (b), 26. (c), 27. (b), 28. (a), 29. (c), 30. (c)  31.(b), 32.(b), 33.(a), 34.(c), 35.(c), 

36. (d), 37. (a), 38. (a), 39.(b), 40. (d), 41. (c), 42. (a), 43. (a), 44. (b), 45. (a), 46. (a), 47. 

(b), 48. (c), 49. (d), 50. (a) 

MODEL TEST PAPER - II 

 

      In the following questions, each word is followed by four responses a, b, c, and d. 

Choose the correct synonym of the given word out of the four choices. 

1. Lustre 

 (a) Delicious (b) Brightness 

 (c) Obscurity (a) Gloom 

2. Lurid 

 (a) Crude (b) Appear 

 (c) Discreet (a) Natural 

3. Lucid 

 (a) Clear (b) Broad 

 (c) Lovely (a) Fidelity 

4. Saucy 

 (a) Restrained (b) Despise 

 (c) Slight (d) Impudent 

5. Schism 

 (a) Dissent (b) Laud 

 (c) Loathe (d) Adhere 



6. Sepulchral 

 (a) Dismal (b) Cheerful 

 (c) Opinion (d) Disregards 

7. Keen 

 (a) Apathetic (b) Absolve 

 (c) Enthusiastic (a) Dull 

8. Kernel 

 (a) Broad (b) Nucleus 

 (c) Stranger (d) Kind 

9. Kindle 

 (a) Light (b) Extinguish 

 (c) Burn (d) Dark 

10. Avenge 

 (a) Reluctant (b) Oblivious 

 (c) Hostile (d) Vindicate 

11. Baffle 

 (a) Taciturnity (b) Foil 

 (c) Abet (d) Enlighten 

12. Balmy 

 (a) Mild (b) Loud 

 (c) Discuss (d) Pass 

13. Adept 

 (a) Manage (b) Adroit 

 (c) Divert (d) Attach 

14. Ambiguous 

 (a) Docile (b) Pliant 

 (c) Uncertain (d) Array 

15. Arid 

 (a) Dry (b) Charge 

 (c) Accuse (d) Apprehend 

16. Obstreperous 



 (a) 0uiet (b) Retire 

 (c) Noisy (d) Assist 

17. Outcast 

 (a) Member (b) Vagabond 

 (c) Open (d) Error 

18. Ostentatious 

 (a) Boastful (b) Restore 

 (c) Install (d) Possess 

19. Arrogance 

 (a) Haughtiness (b) Modest 

 (c) Servility (a) Accord 

20. Astute 

 (a) Provoke (b) Shrewd 

 (c) Cognizant (d) Hostile 

21. Imp 

 (a) Angel (b) Fairy 

 (c) Demon (d) Fair 

22. Impair 

 (a) Better (b) Injure 

 (c) Saucy (d) Polite 

23. Impeccable 

 (a) Penniless (b) Perfect 

 (c) Spare (d) Trivial 

24. Ignominy 

 (a) Distinction (b) Disgrace 

 (c) Complied (d) Profane 

25. Illusion 

 (a) Reality (b) Fact 

 (c) Hallucination (d) Purge 

26. Imbecile 

 (a) Idiotic (b) Shrewd 



 (c) Pure  (d) Innate 

27. Nonchalant 

 (a) Excited (b) Natural 

 (c) Cool (d) Sense 

28. Nugatory 

 (a) Trifling (b) Confirm 

 (c) Starkness (d) Foster 

29. Nuptials 

 (a) Wedding (b) Separation 

 (c) Divorce (d) Happy 

30. Thraldom 

 (a) Freedom (b) Bondage 

 (c) Vibrate (d) Tangle 

31. Tyro 

 (a) Professional (b) Gleam 

 (c) Novice (d) Distort 

32. Trauma 

 (a) Sedation (b) Shock 

 (c) Discourage (d) Uproar 

33. Knave 

 (a) Gull (b)Dupe 

 (c) Cheat (d) Clear 

34. Key 

 (a) Solution (b) Akin 

 (c) Unrelated (d) Style 

35. Laborious 

 (a) Lazy (b) Diligent 

 (c) Effort (d) Frivolity 

36. Resuscitate 

 (a) Remember (b) Retort 

 (c) Revive (d) Origin 



37. Salacious 

 (a) Disinterested (b) Lustful 

 (c) Frigid (d) Eulogy 

38. Salve 

 (a) Soothe (b) Hurt 

 (c) Pollute (d) Meander 

39. Interloper 

 (a) Member (b) Meddler 

 (c) Continuity (d) Ignore 

40. Inimitable 

 (a) Gain (b) Mediocre 

 (c) Matchless (d) Guilty 

41. Torrid 

 (a) Cool (b) Drizzling 

 (c) Hot (d) Devout 

42. Transcend 

 (a) Excel (b) Upset 

 (c) Decline (d) Immense 

43. Temerity 

 (a) Squall (b) Boldness 

 (c) Timidity (d) Vacuity 

44. Ribald 

 (a) Pious (b) Reverent 

 (c) Obscene (d) Upheaval 

45. Reverberate 

 (a) Echo (b) Silent 

 (c) Revoke (a) Invert 

46. Revile 

 (a) Compliment (b) Abuse 

 (c) Priestly (a) Limit 

47. Umbrage 



 (a) Spotless (b) Discordant 

 (c) Pride (d) Offence 

48. Usurp 

 (a) Precede (b) Discordant 

 (c) Seize (a) Custom 

49. Bloated 

 (a) Disgrace (b) Eccentric 

 (c) Young (d) Fair 

50. Bizzare 

 (a) Normal (b) Eccentric 

 (c) Young (d) Fair 

 

ANSWERS 

 

1. (b), 2. (a), 3. (a), 4. (d), 5. (a), 6. (a), 7. (c), 8. (b), 9. (a), 10. (d), 11. (b), 12. (a), 

13. (b), 14. (c),  15. (a), 16. (c), 17. (a), 18. (d), 19. (a), 20. (b), 21. (c), 22. (b), 23. 

(b), 24.(b), 25. (c), 26. (a), 27. (c), 28. (a), 29. (a), 30. (b), 31. (c), 32. (b), 33. (c), 

34. (a), 35. (b), 36. (c), 37. (b), 38. (a), 39. (b), 40. (c), 41. (c), 42. (a), 43. (b), 44. 

(c), 45. (a), 46. (b), 47. (d), 48. (c), 49. (c), 50. (a) 

2.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Lesson - 12 

 

COMPREHENSION EXERCISES 

 

12.0 Objectives: 

• To underline the significance of comprehension exercises 

• To explain the important factors to be remembered while attempting 

• To understand the importance of language-learning skills 

Structure of the Lesson 

12.1 Passage I 

12.2 Passage II 

12.3 Passage III 

12.4 Passage IV 

12.5 Passage V 

12.6 Passage VI 

12.7 Passage VII 

12.8 Passage VIII 

12.9 Passage IX 

12.10 Practice Passage I 

12.11 Practice Passage II 

12.12 Practice Passage III 

Dear Students 

You have read so many lessons by now. It is obvious that your knowledge is based on 

your understanding, your comprehension of not only what is obvious but also what 

remains unsaid but is still obvious. As you read, it should be possible for you to notice 

when one idea has lead to another and also how all ideas come together to form a 

comprehensive idea that can well be the central idea of a paragraph or an essay. 

If the first step of dealing with the question on comprehension is understanding the 

matter, the second step is a clear demarcation of ideas as they flow on. The third step is 



to read the questions given at the end of the passage and mark the possible answers in 

the passage. You have to remember that the more focussed you are in reading the 

passage, the better will be your score, as the code answers given are sometimes 

overlapping and confusing. Please remember that you are supposed to find matter for 

your answers only from within the passage and not make any additions unless the 

question specifically asks for elaboration of an idea on your own. Another important tip 

is that you should be able to build up a vocabulary so that you do not get confused on 

account of not being sure of the meaning of the question. This is possible if you develop 

reading habits in general. 

For your examination, you would be given a passage of about 1000 words. There 

would be approximately ten multiple choice questions given at the end carrying fifteen 

marks. I have begun with a shorter passage and we will gradually move on to longer 

ones. The questions of the first few are solved for you. But it would be a good idea if 

you mark the answers on your own and compare with the answers later. 

12.1 Passage I  

BIRDS OF A FEATHER FLOCK TOGETHER 

Nature conducts itself on the basis of certain rules. You might have noticed that 

birds of the same kind are often seen to flock and fly together. A swallow would 

not be seen to join a goose and vice versa. Some special kinds of birds which 

cross the seas in search of warm regions go in flocks. This is because a bird can 

be comfortable only in flock of its kind. This is the case in human beings also. 

Those with similar tastes and interests often form groups and associate with one 

another. They might not feel comfortable in a different sort of company. In order 

to form a lasting friendship, people must have tastes and outlooks which they 

share in common. A person's character can be assessed by the company he 

keeps. If he moves in a circle of drunkards, he will most probably be a rogue. If 

he  moves among a circle of refined men, his civility is also likely to be  

enhanced. Likewise bad company can spoil his character to the utmost if he  

moves among them. 

Ql. Which rule of nature in particular is mentioned in the passage? 

a) What takes birth must die 



b) The sticking together of living beings with similar nature  

c) A rogue will stick with rogues 

d) b and c 

e) a and c 

Ans. d) 

Q2. Why do birds fly together? 

a) Because the same species have similar needs and similar reactions to the 

changing environments 

b) The security of being in a group is an advantage 

c) They have similar needs and responses to environment 

d) All of the above 

Ans. d) 

Q3. Pick the odd one out 

a) Elephants move in herds 

b) Fish swim in shoals 

c) Monkeys stay on trees 

d) Humans stay in societies 

Ans. c) 

Q4. What binds humans in a bond of togetherness? 

a) similar tastes 

b) similar habits 

c) similar outlook 

d) all of the above  

e) none of the above 

Ans. d) 

Hope it is clear to you how to attempt this exercise. 

Now, let us try our hand at another : 

12.2 Passage II 

ACTIONS SPEAK LOUDER THAN WORDS 

 Words are vehicles of expression and convey our thoughts, desires, aspirations 

and goals. However, just spelling out our aims does not take us closer to their 



realisation. What we need to do is to turn those words into action. Imagine that an 

architect just talks about his plans of building a mall but does not follow it up with the 

action of finding a site, collecting raw material, engaging labour etc. The mall would 

stay in his imagination alone. In today's world, practical aspects of life weigh more 

than the theoretical. Life is full of hazards and to overcome the obstacles of life, a 

person must strive to be practical and stop wasting precious time on unnecessary 

preaching. In other words, he must be man of action in order to succeed in life. Many 

great personalities of history have put into practice what their conscience told them 

to do and have acted according to their beliefs. 

 Gandhi's ideals would not have impressed the world had he not put those into 

practice in order to win freedom for India and create a more equal society. Idle talk 

can lead one nowhere. On the contrary, life should be moulded on the firm basis of 

action. It must be secondary to the practical aspects of life. In our dynamic world, 

success and happiness depend on action, not on theory or empty words. 

Q. Pick the odd one out. What do words convey? 

a) Words are the vehicles of our expression 

b) Words are used to spell out our thoughts, desires, aspirations and goals to others 

c) We can express our intentions only through words 

d) Words are interpreters of our personality to the outer world 

e) Words have to be big to be effective 

Ans. e) 

Q. How can one overcome the obstacles of life? 

a) by taking the other route 

b) By waiting for the obstacles to go away 

c) By planning to remove them somehow 

d) By taking concrete action 

Ans. d) 

Q. Pick the odd one out. What do success and happiness depend upon?  

a) Making plans and putting them to practice 

b) The realization of opportunities 

c) By earning a lot of money 



d) Facing challenges 

Ans. c) 

Q. What would happen if we do not act? 

a) we would be left behind in life 

b) we would not find success 

c) opportunities would be lost 

d) all of the above 

Ans. d) 

 The exercises above were meant to introduce you to the concept of 

comprehension. The following exercises are slightly higher in levels of difficulty. But 

you would be able to do them if you read the passages carefully. 

 Now, read the passages below and answer the questions given at the end : 

12.3 Passage III 

 A country under foreign domination seeks escape from the present in dreams of 

a vanished age and finds consolation in visions about the greatness of past 

generations. This is a foolish and dangerous pastime in which many of us indulge. 

An equally questionable practice for us in India is to imagine that we are still 

spiritually great though we have come down in the world in other respects. Spiritual 

or any other greatness cannot be founded on lack of freedom and opportunity or on 

starvation and misery. Many western writers have encouraged the notion that 

Indians are other-worldly. I suppose that the poor and unfortunate in every country 

become to some extent other-worldly, unless they become revolutionaries, for this 

world is evidently not meant for them. 

 As a man grows to maturity he is not entirely engrossed in or satisfied with the 

external objective world. He also seeks some inner meaning and some 

psychological and physical satisfaction. So also with people and civilizations as they 

mature and grow adult. Every civilization and every person exhibits these parallel 

streams of external and internal lives. Where they meet or keep close to each other, 

there is an equilibrium and stability; when they diverge, conflicts and crisis arise that 

torture the mind and the spirit. 



Q. The statement 'this world is evidently not meant for them' refers to the 

people who 

a) Seek freedom from foreign domination 

b) Live in starvation and misery 

c) Become revolutionaries 

d) All of the above 

Ans. b) 

Q. Which of the following can be taken as the most valid assumption of the                              

     passage? 

a) A country under foreign domination cannot indulge in spiritual pursuit 

b) Poverty is an impediment in suitable pursuit 

c) Both a) and b) 

d) None of the above 

Ans. b)                                                    

Q. Which of the following can be considered as the main theme of the  

paragraph? 

a) The state of mind of oppressed people 

b) Starvation and misery 

c) The growth of civilization 

d) Body, mind and spirit of the people 

Ans. a)  

Q. According to the passage, the torture of the mind and the spirit is  caused 

a) By the ruthlessness of foreign domination 

b) By the desire to escape from foreign domination and find consolation in past 

greatness 

c) By the desire to become either other-worldly or revolutionary 

d) Due to the lack of equilibrium between an external and internal life 

Ans. d) 

Q. As a person grows in maturity, he or she seeks satisfaction in 

a) Psychological satisfaction only 

b) Physical satisfaction only 



c) Both a) and b) 

d) Neither a) nor b) 

Ans. c) 

Q. Many western writers have encouraged the notion that Indians are other-       

worldly. What can be the possible meaning of 'other-worldly' in the context       

of the entire passage? 

a) They are still basking in past greatness and are not in touch with the realities of      

present-day world 

b) Poor, unfortunate and subjugated people 

c) Both a) and b) 

d) Neither a) nor b) 

Ans. b) 

12.4 Passage IV 

 Although the twentieth centuryjsaw the rise of women as professional musicians, 

the majority of composers and performers were, and still are, men. The music 

industry in the U.S. and Britain overwhelmingly reflects the values of a patriarchal 

society; the success or failure of a female artist is based largely on her physical 

appearance and gendered performance style. Blues, rock, and pop began as genres 

dominated by men, and thus included styles of dress, lyrics, and sound born of a 

male perspective. The history of these genres, then, is also a history of women 

seeking to locate their space within a predominately masculine musical environment. 

 Women are always judged, in part, on their image, and it is through the 

manipulation of this image that some women artists have been able to push the 

boundaries of gender identity. Women have been able to enter popular genres of 

music either by playing with the aesthetics of masculinity, or by playing into a male 

expectation of femininity. Sexuality, therefore, is a tool women continue to use to 

shape and reshape their place within popular music. 

 Pushing boundaries is a balancing act, however, and a contradictory process. In 

order to gain access to the world of popular music, a female artist must at once be 

pleasing her audience, and, at the same time, remain true to herself as a woman. A 

desire to be too much "one of the guys" can lead to identity problems and ultimately 



to self-destruction. An artist's use of irony or parody may run the risk of being 

mistaken for genuineness, causing her to be objectified. Working within the limits of 

popular music has proven difficult and dangerous for women. But due to the 

professionalism and inventiveness of many female performers, the space for women 

in popular music is being expanded and redefined. 

Q. According to the passage, successful women in popular music 

I) parody their gender 

II) are under constant scrutiny by audiences 

III) use sexuality to their advantage 

a) I only 

b) III only 

c) I and III 

d) II and III 

e) I, II and III 

Ans. e) 

Q. The passage suggests which of the following about the 20th century? 

a) Female musicians were tolerated because of their physical appearance. 

b) Professional male musicians did not respect women. 

c) Song lyrics changed over time to fit the most current female perspective. 

d) Rapid technological advancements helped women achieve notoriety in music. 

e) Women's musical progress happened slowly and with much struggle. 

Ans. e) 

Q. Which of the following best describes summarizes the main idea of the last  

     paragraph? 

a) Entering the music world is not easy for women but they are making progress 

b) Parody and irony are the only ways in which women can hope to achieve success 

    in music. 

c) Women in popular music cannot escape being judged on their appearance. 

d) Women assume stereotypically female appearances in order to attract audience. 

e) Popular music has space for women if only they would seek it out. 

Ans. a)  



Q. The author is likely to have which of the following attitudes when  advising      

women about the music business? 

a) persuasive 

b) cautionary 

c) ambivalence  

d) discouraging 

e) hostile  

Ans. b)  

Q. From which of the following sources was the passage most likely  

excerpted? 

a) A newspaper editorial 

b) An American history textbook 

c) A book on gender studies 

d) A teaching manual 

e) A music magazine 

Ans. c) 

12.5 Passage V 

 On August 15, 1947, India was granted independence from British colonial 

dominance. This was an event of international significance. From this day onwards, 

the Indian Union assumed a role in world politics that was appropriate enough to 

modify the thinking of nations. Concepts like non-alignment tolerance, non-violence 

and peaceful co existence were introduced by India into the international vocabulary. 

Our dreams concern India,' said the first Prime Minister of the country, Pt Jawaharlal 

Nehru on the eve of achieving freedom, 'but they also concern the whole world, for 

the world has become one.' 

 Mahatma Gandhi chose Nehru to become the first PM of independent India. With 

his vision of unity of the nation, he became the architect of modern India. It was to 

be a federal state based on secularism - the commitment to an Indian identity, which 

was above all races, castes, and religions. It was a vision of extraordinary 

dimensions. 



 Both Nehru as well as his daughter and successor, Smt Indira Gandhi, were well 

aware that only a firm anchorage in the Indian identity could unite the nation and 

enable it to make an impact on the world. In these days of mutual interdependence, 

the western powers and America cannot afford to ignore what is happening in this 

region. It is possible that the fate of the Asian democracies would one day be 

decided on the banks of the Ganges. If India fails to remain a democracy, this would 

trigger the fall of the whole of South and South-east Asia. That is why the Indian 

Prime Minister has to play a role that goes well beyond duties related to internal 

affairs only. It is of international political significance. 

Q. Which of the following is the central theme of the given passage? 

a) Need for mutual interdependence between India and World. 

b) Post independence Nation building in India. 

c) India's rise as a strong Nation with a global outlook 

d) Global contributions by post independent India. 

Ans. c) 

Q. Consider the following statements : 

1. Nehru's vision to make an impact on the world earned him the  title of 'the      

architect of modern India'. 

2. Nehru's internationalistic vision was based on the assumption of  world as     

one integrated whole. 

3. Nehru became the first prime minister of India as he helped secure      

independence to the country. 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct? 

a)  1 only 

b)  1 and 3 

c) 2 only 

d) 2 and 3 

Ans. c) 

Q. Consider the following statements : 

1. Concept of Non-alignment tolerance was missing in International  

Vocabulary      till India contributed in this direction. 



2. The idea of nation building has been anchored on the concept of  the Indian      

identity. 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct? 

a)  1 only 

b) Both 1 and 2 

c) 2 only 

d) Neither 1 and 2 

Ans. a) 

Q. What does the author infer in context of 'fate of Asian Democracies'? 

a) Western powers hold sway over the fate of Asian countries 

b) Newly independent Asian countries have an uncertain fate 

c)  India will possibly have an instrumental role in Asian affairs 

d) Asian democracies will have a fateful role to play in the Non alignment regime. 

Ans. c) 

Q. As per the passage, Indian Prime Minister's role goes beyond the duties      

related to internal affairs, because 

a) It creates an impact on foreign countries 

b) Indian happenings influence the Asian affairs and politics 

c) It is needed to avoid interference of Western powers 

d) It helps strengthen the idea of non-alignment and peaceful co-existence. 

Ans. a) 

13.6 Passage VI 

 If the 1950s was a sparse period for Black poetry, the 1960s more than 

compensated for it. During the 1960s, Black poets  appeared all over the United 

States. By the end of the decade not only had  poetic giants such as Melvin Tolson, 

LeRoi Jones, Gwendolyn Brooks,  Robert Hayden, and Langston Hughes 

reappeared with new volumes of  poetry, but also at least five anthologies of Black 

poetry were published.  Some of the new Black poets made their debuts in the 

anthologies. Others  were first published in Harlem's new avant-garde literary 

publication,  Umbra. As the decade drew to a close, the "Broadside Press' poets 

appeared  through Dudley Randall's series of Broadside Press editions and in Hoyt  



Fuller's Negro Digest, which was later known as Black World. These poets  brought 

with them new poetic concepts, a new aesthetic, and a strong  awareness of the 

Black ghetto experience. 

 Like the spiritual and the secular songs of slavery, the new Black poetry  burst 

forth out of a time of racial turmoil. The catalyst for creativity was a  series of events 

beginning with the Montgomery bus boycott and  encompassing the nonviolent sit-in 

demonstrations of the early 1960's and  big-city riots of the mid-1960s. Behind the 

poets and their songs of bitter  protest against racism in America, were the 

bombings, the assassinations,  the burning ghettos, the screaming sirens, the violent 

confrontations, and  the cruel awareness of spreading Black poverty amid white 

affluence. 

 The most forthrightly militant representatives of the new Black mood in poetry 

were the Broadside Press poets so called because their poems are social political, 

and moral broadsides protesting against the body politic Ll the establishment. Before 

the Broadside Press poets emerged as a definable literary group, other poets had 

written protest poetry in the early 1960s which was caustic, bitter, and at times 

mordantly cynical. But the poetry became more than bitter militant protest. Under the 

leadership of LeRoi Jones and others, there developed a Black aesthetic that, m one 

measure, prescribed the guidelines for Black poetic militancy. Under the racial 

pressures of the late 1950's and early 1960's Jones himself had  undergone a 

metamorphosis, moving from an avant garde aestheticism to a  Black nationalism-

activism. 

 In the process, he abandoned his 'slave' name and became Imamu Amiri  Baraka 

He also moved out of the deep melancholy and pessimism that  permeate many of 

his earlier poems. His 'Black Art' indicates that his pessimism was replaced by a 

vigilant and militant activism. Indeed, 'Black Art' announces the credo of the new 

Black aesthetic - that the direct objective of all Black artistic expression is to achieve 

social Aange and  moral and political revolution. Poems, Jones asserts, should be 

'fists and daggers and pistols to clean up the sordid Black-world for virtue and love'. 

Q. It can be inferred from the passage that the Broadside Press poets  

believed      that poetry should be primarily 



a) Entertaining 

b) Descriptive 

c) Aesthetic 

d) Escapist 

e) Remonstrative (to remonstrate is to forcefully protest) 

Ans. e) 

Q. The author mentions all of the following as indications of the new   

importance      of Black poetry in the 1960's EXCEPT 

a) The appearance of several anthologies of Black poetry. 

b) The appearance of new literary journals for Black literature. 

c) Courses in Black literature at most colleges and universities. 

d) New volumes of poetry by established Black writers. 

e) The emergence of a committed Black literary group. 

Ans. c) 

Q. The primary purpose of the passage is to  

a) Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of a new literary group. 

b) Compare contrasting literary movements. 

c) Analyze the impact of a literary movement on American social structure. 

d) Describe a literary movement and the factors that influenced it. 

e) Outline the history of a literary genre. 

Ans. d) 

Q. It is most likely that immediately preceding this passage the author had      

discussed 

a) Black poetry of the 1950's 

b) Black prose of the 1960's 

c) Some minor Black poets of the 1960's 

d) The racial atmosphere of America in the 1960's 

e) The new periodicals devoted to Black literature 

Ans. a) 

Q. According to the passage, the new Black poetry was characterized by 

a) Individual introspection 



b) Profound despair 

c) Moral pessimism 

d) Psychological detachment 

e) Social protest 

Ans. e) 

Q. According to the passage, the flourishing of Black poetry during the 1960's      

was chiefly a reflection of 

a) An increased awareness of Black cultural heritage. 

b) A renewed interest in the work of older Black poets. 

c) The feeling that poetry is more expressive than prose. 

d) The racial trouble in the United States at the time. 

e) New goals the older Black writers had set for themselves. 

Ans. d) 

Q. The passage implies that LeRoi Jones' main contribution to the new Black      

poetry was to 

a) Make other Black writers more aware of social conditions. 

b) Attract the attention of Whites to Black literature. 

c) Provide a link between the older and the younger generations of Black writers. 

d) Provide the philosophy of the new Black literature. 

e) Serve as a personal example of what the artist's role should be. 

Ans. e) 

Q. In which of the following ways is the passage organized? 

a) A phenomenon is discussed and then further explained by its appearances in 

history. 

b) A trend is described, followed by an example of a group which exemplified that 

trend. 

c) A hypothesis is stated and then proven through historical examples 

d) A group is praised for its historical merits and then shown to be part of a larger     

movement 

e) A perspective is analyzed and then called into question 

Ans. a) 



12.7 Passage VII 

 Nationalism, of course, is a curious phenomenon which at a certain stage in a 

country's history gives life, growth, strength and unity but, at the same time, it has 

tendency, to limit one because one thinks of one's own country as something 

different from the rest of the world. The perspective changes and one is continuously 

thinking of one's own struggles and virtues and failings to the exclusion of other 

thoughts. The result is that the same nationalism, which is the symbol of growth for 

people, becomes a symbol of the cessation of that growth in the mind. Nationalism, 

when it becomes successful sometimes goes on spreading in an aggressive way 

and becomes a danger internationally. Whatever line of thought you follow, you 

arrive at the conclusion that some kind of balance must be found. Otherwise 

something that was good can turn into evil. Culture, which is essentially good, 

becomes not only static but aggressive and something that breeds conflict and 

hatred when looked at from a wrong point of view. How you are to find a balance? I 

do not know. Apart from political and economic problems of the age, perhaps that is 

the greatest problem today because behind it there is a tremendous conflict in the 

spirit of man and a tremendous search for something it cannot find. It is folly to talk 

of culture or even of God when human being starve and die. Before one can talk 

about anything else one must provide the normal essentials of life to human beings. 

Q.  Which of the following is the most appropriate title of the given passage? 

a) Nationalism breeds unity and growth for a nation 

b) Nationalism - an instrument for prosperity as well as world unity 

c) Nationalism is not enough 

d) Nationalism and national problems 

Ans. c) 

Q. Which of the following statement(s) is/are supported by the above 

passage? 

1. Nationalism is at the root of all nation building efforts in a country 

2. There is an apparent dichotomy of ends that Nationalism can achieve 

3. There is a need to strike a reasonable balance with regards to Nationalism 

a) 1 and 2 



b) 1 and 3 

c) 2 and 3 

d) All the above 

Ans. d) 

Q.  Consider the following statements : 

1.   Aggressive nationalism breeds threat to international relation 

2.   The author is skeptical about achieving a balanced Nationalistic       

perspective Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a)  1 only 

b) Both 1 and 2 

c) 2 only 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans. a) 

Q. As per the author, the greatest problem mentioned in the middle of the        

passage refers to the question 

a) how to mitigate hardship to human beings 

b) how to contain the dangers of aggressive nationalism 

c) how to share the economic burden equality 

d) how to curb international hatred 

Ans. b) 

12.8 Passage VIII 

 Read not to contradict and confute; nor to believe and take for granted; nor to 

find talk and discourse; but to weigh and consider. Some books are to be tasted, 

others to be swallowed, and some few to be chewed and digested; that is, some 

books are to be read only in parts; others to be read, but not curiously; and some 

few to be read wholly, and with diligence and attention. Some books also may be 

read by deputy, and extracts made of them by others; but that would be only in the 

less important arguments, and the meaner sort of books, else distilled books are like 

common distilled waters, flashy things. Reading maketh a full man; conference a 

ready man; and writing an exact man. And therefore, if a man write little, he had 

need have a great memory; if he confer little, he had need have a present wit: and if 



he read little, he had need have much cunning, to seem to know that he doth not. 

Histories make men wise; poets witty; the mathematics subtle; natural philosophy 

deep; moral grave; logic and rhetoric able to contend. 

Q.  Which of the following is the central theme of the above passage? 

a) How and why to read books 

b) Value of reading and learning 

c)  Role of books in one's life 

d) Purpose of reading and writing 

Ans. a) 

Q. What does the passage convey by the use of the phrase 'some books are to 

     be tasted'?  

a) Read and savoured with some special flavour 

b) To be read with diligence and attention 

c)  Simply read, but not with great curiosity 

d) To be read just for fun and in parts 

Ans. d) 

Q. Consider the following statements : 

1.  Reading is a profound activity, must not be seen superficially  

2.  The art of writing lends perfection to a man's character which of  the above       

statement(s) is/are true? 

a)  1 only 

b) Both 1 and 2 

c)  2 only 

d)  Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans. a) 

Q. Which of the following statement(s) is/are supported by the passage? 

1. the books to be 'read wholly' are meant to be read with dilligence 

2. a man who doesn't write much can make up for it through memorizing. 

3. The leaner sort of books must be read only in bits and pieces. 

a)  1 and 2 

b) 1 and 3 



c) 2 and 3 

d) All the above 

Ans. b) 

Q. Consider the following statements : 

1. The real object of reading should be to understand authors views and their      

utility 

2.  Being wise and witty is a good pretence for a man who isn't well read 

a) 1 only 

b) Both 1 and 2 

c) 2 only 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans. d) 

12.9 Passage IX 

 The stock-taking at the first national convention on consumer protection served 

to highlight the areas that called for special attention to sustain the momentum of the 

movement as genuine for safeguarding the people's interests. Spreading awareness 

about the rights of the consumers and the relief open to them in case they did not 

get their money's worth of goods and services has highly been identified as the first 

priority. While this may not be a difficult task in urban areas, where the movement is 

concentrated at present, taking it to the vast rural hinterland calls for a multi-media 

approach in which radio and television have a crucial role to play. The involvement 

of 500 odd consumer organizations in the country in publicizing the concept of fair 

trade practices and their remedies available against their violation will prove 

rewarding if the message is conveyed through village bodies. Government efforts 

remain confined at best to setting up the infrastructure after the formal launch of the 

movement with the enactment of the Consumer Protection Act. The mounting 

backlog of cases in consumer courts, points to the need for toning up the district 

level redressal machinery. The main objective of the movement is the creation of a 

culture that denies place in the market for products that are not consumer friendly. 

This is possible only if consumer bodies take over the watchdog role performed by 

the government till now and exercise social control over the market to see that the 



benefits of liberalization are not reaped by traders alone. But the plea to industry to 

exercise self regulation and maintain minimum standards of quality and devise 

appropriate pricing is bound to go unheeded unless strict measures are taken to 

ensure compliance. 

Q. Consider the following statements : 

1. The first national convention on consumer protection has spread 

awareness about consumer rights. 

2. A multimedia approach and official patronage is needed to spread the 

Consumer Protection Movement to the rural areas. 

3. Government has contributed greatly to the Consumer Protection Movement 

by toning up the district level redressal machinery Which of the above 

statements) is/are correct : 

a)  1 only 

b)  1 and 2 

c) 2 and 3 

d) 3 only 

Ans. b)  

Q. The passage envisages which of the following as the role(s) of  consumer 

bodies? 

1. To exercise social control over the market 

2. To function as a watchdog  

3. To maintain minimum standards of quality 

a) 1 and 3 

b) 1 and 2 

c) 2 and 3 

d) All the above 

Ans. b) 

Q. Which of the following statements) is/are correct with respect to the  

protection offered to the consumers under Consumer Protection Act? 

1   Protection against cheating by selling substandard good 

2. Protection against denial of relief if the product is not up to the mark 



3. Protection against not getting his money's worth 

a) 1 and 3 

b) 1 and 2 

c) 2 and 3 

d) None of the above 

Ans. a) 

Now try doing the following exercises on your own : 

12.10 Practice Passage I 

 Pollution is the degradation of natural environment by external substances 

introduced directly or indirectly. Human health, ecosystem quality and aquatic and 

terrestrial biodiversity may be affected and altered permanently by pollution. 

Pollution occurs when ecosystems can not get rid of substances introduced into the 

environment. The critical threshold of its ability to naturally eliminate substances is 

compromised and the balance of the ecosystem is broken. 

 The sources of pollution are numerous. The identification of these different 

pollutants and their effects on ecosystems is complex. They can come from natural 

disasters or the result of human activity, such as oil spills, chemical spills, nuclear 

accidents. These can have terrible consequences on people and the planet where 

they live: destruction of the biodiversity, increased mortality of the human and animal 

species, destruction of natural habitat, damage caused to the quality of soil, water 

and air. 

 Preventing pollution and protecting the environment necessitate the application 

of the principles of sustainable development. We have to consider ways to satisfy 

the needs of today without compromising the ability of future generations to meet 

their needs. This means that we should remedy existing pollution, but also anticipate 

and prevent future pollution sources in order to protect the environment and public 

health. Any environmental damage must be punishable by law, and polluters should 

pay compensation for the damage caused to the environment. 

Q. Which of the following is the central theme of the above passage : 

a) Need to redefine development and its associated strategies 

b) Proposing sustainable development in light of uncontrolled pollution 



c) Suggesting need and means to remedy problem of pollution 

d) Highlighting the problem of pollution and its management. 

Q. Consider the following statements : 

1. Damages caused by pollution are always irreversible 

2. Ecosystems may not always be able to cope up with pollution. Which of the 

above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only  

b) Both 1 and 2 

c) 2 only 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Q. As per the passage, which of the following statement(s) is/are correct with 

respect to Pollution and development? 

1. Development models must pollute within Ecosystem's threshold to be     

sustainable 

2. Identifying pollution source helps in better assessment of its impact on     

ecosystem 

3. Pollution prevention calls for formulation and adherence to environmental     

laws 

a) 1 and 2 

b) 1 and 3 

c) 2 and 3 

d) All the above 

12.11 Practice Passage II 

 Literature and history are twin sisters, inseparable. In the days of our own 

grandfathers, and for many generations before them, the basis of education was the 

Greek and Roman classics for the educated, and the Bible for all. In the classical 

authors and in the Bible, history and literature were closely intervolved, and it is that 

circumstance which made the old form of education so stimulating to the thought 

and imagination of our ancestors. To read the classical authors and to read the Bible 

was to read at once the history and the literature of the three greatest races of the 

ancient world. No doubt the classics and the Bible were read in a manner we now 



consider uncritical but they were read according to the best tenets of the time and 

formed a great humanistic education. Today the study both of the classics and of the 

Bible has dwindled to small proportions. What has taken their place? To some extent 

the vacuum has been filled by a more correct knowledge of history and a wider 

range of literature. But I fear that the greater part of it has been filled up with rubbish. 

Q.  Which of the following is the central theme of the given passage? 

a) Study of literature is meaningless without historical knowledge. 

b)  Literature and history are inseparably linked together in the classics and Bible. 

c)  Literature and History are mutually exclusive as the basis of education 

d) Need for both literature and history as the basis of Humanistic Education. 

Q.  Consider the following statements : 

1. In the past, the basis of education varied according to the intellectual  

caliber     of the people.  

2.  The author finds the education of past more stimulating in fostering  

creativity.  a)   1 only 

b) Both 1 and 2 

c)  2 only 

d)  Neither 1 nor 2 

Q.    Which of the following statement(s) is/are correct with respect to the 

ancestral study of classics and the Bible? 

1. They were studied with great emphasis on their literary value. 

2. They were studied with critical discrimination in a methodical manner. 

3. They were studied in a manner that broadened their world view. 

a) 1 and 2 

b) 1 and 3 

c) All the above 

d) None of the above 

Q. As per the author, the old form of education, based on the study of the 

classics and of the Bible has: 

a) been totally phased out with passage of time 

b) been rejuvenated in the light of modem education 



c) formed the core of great humanistic education. d) succeeded in creating interest 

in history 

Q. Consider the following statements : 

1. The reading of classics and Bible had some deficiencies yet it was 

beneficial in a holistic sense. 

2. The reading of classics and Bible here stood the test of time without 

dwindling. 

3. The vacuum created in terms of reading of classics and Bible has not been 

adequately compensated. Which of the above statements is correct? 

a) 1 and 2 

b) 1 and 3 

c) 2 and 3 

d) All the above 

12.12 Practice Passage III 

 Democracy literally means the rule of the people. It has been defined as 

government of the people, by the people and for the people. Modem democracy 

rests on the principle of representation. The people elect their representatives by 

vote. These representatives attend the legislature and act on behalf of other citizens. 

If the citizens are not satisfied with their representatives, they may not re-elect them 

in the next elections. 

 In theory, democracy is the best form of government. It is the government of the 

people as distinguished from the government of an individual or of a class of people. 

It makes all the citizens interested in their country by giving them a voice in 

legislation, therefore inculcating in them a feeling of importance and a sense of 

responsibility. Another merit of democracy is that it is less liable to revolution than 

other forms of government. Since people themselves elect the members of 

government the need of a revolution does not arise. In addition to this, a democratic 

government usually guarantees freedom of thought and speech. This two-fold 

freedom is a very great advantage as it enables the individual to grow freely. 

Democracy thus offers the most favourable atmosphere for development of the 

personality of the citizens. 



 But democracy has its dangers. Citizens who are not sufficiently intelligent or 

educated are likely to commit errors of judgment in the casting of votes. The best 

men may thus fail to get elected. Elections are usually matters of propaganda. 

Another criticism of democracy is that it is wanting in efficiency. For prompt and 

effective actions, unity of action is essential. 'One bad general,' said Napoleon 'is 

better than two good ones.' In a multitude of minds, much unprofitable discussion 

takes place, whereas unity of control is needed for a vigorous national life. 

Unfortunately, the methods of dictatorship are ruthless. A dictatorship cannot brook 

slightest oppositions. Thus, there can be no freedom of thought or speech under 

such a system. Dictatorship, therefore by its very nature hampers the free 

development of the human personality. The greatest danger of dictatorship, 

however, is its partiality for war as an instrument of national aggrandizement. 

Q. Which of the statements is not correct in context of the passage? 

a) Democracy does not encourage revolution 

b) Democracy and revolution generally don't go together 

Q. Which idea/s given below seem/s to be not in keeping with the spirit of the 

passage? 

i) There is no redressal if wrong people are chosen in elections 

ii) Some people are more suitable for casting vote 

iii) All citizens are eligible to vote 

iv) Freedom of thought and speech could lead to problems at times 

a) i and iii 

b) ii, iii and iv 

c) i, ii, and iv 

d) i and iv 

Q. Which statement seems most applicable in the context of the passage? 

i) Democratic elections are the best system available  

ii) Democratic elections have some drawbacks 

iii) Democratic elections have no drawbacks 

Q. Pick the most correct statement 

i) Democracy needs citizens with best personality traits for its success  



ii) Democracy facilitates evolution of the thinking skills of people 

iii) People with less intelligence can be the cause of failure of Democracy 

Q. 'Unity of control can avoid situations of war'. In the context of the  above 

passage, this statement is : 

i) True  

ii) False  

iii) Partially true 

iv) Partially false 

Q. "Freedom of thought and speech may be a small price to pay for perfect 

administration'. This statement in the context of the passage is 

i) Correct 

ii) Incorrect 

iii) Not commented upon in the passage 

Q. 'Development of human personality is the duty of the govermpent'. 

i) yes 

ii) no 

iii) maybe at a lesser level of importance 

 Acknowledgement : Some of the passages have been reproduced partially from 

websites on GMAT.  
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