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Part-A M.M.: 50

Paper-1 Research Methodology

Social Research : Meaning, Scope and significance in Women’s Studies, Types
of research: survey, exploratory, descriptive and action research. Research
Design: Review of literature, Problem formulation and Identification, aims and
Obijectives of research, Hypothesis.

Primary Techniques of Data Collection: Observation, Interview, interview
schedule, Interview guide, Case Study, Questionnaire , Focused Group
discussion, Life Histories, narratives, oral history; Secondary Sources of data.

Feminist ethnography, sensitivity to power relations, feminist research and its
contribution to social theory. Distinctiveness of Feminist research in terms of:
question asked by researchers, subjectivity, reflexivity, Research limitations and
problem of scaling.

Feminist Movement and feminist research, trends of feminist research-distinct
feminist methodology, Gender Sensitive Indicators.

Data analysis and report writing: Classification and tabulation, Statistics in
Research:  Representation of data-frequency distribution, graphical
representation, normal distribution, measures of central tendencies-mean,
median, mode, standard deviation, correlation, concept of null hypothesis,
derivation/interpretation of data.
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Part-B Women’s Studies (50 Marks)

Women’s Studies
Overview and Scope, Background of Women’s Studies

Basic Concepts in Women’s Studies

Patriarchy, feminism, concept of sex and gender, Women’s movement, women
empowerment, gender equality, gender discrimination, gender Relations,
Relations, gender Mainstreaming.

School of Feminist Thought — Liberal feminism, radical feminism,
Marxist feminism, socialist feminism, Black feminism, feminism in third
world, feminism in Indian Context.

Women’s Movement in India
Historical Overview, women’s participation in social movements: Agrarian
movements, social reform movement, environmental movement (eco-feminism)

Status of women in India

Status of women during vedic period, medieval period and colonial period,
status of women in relation to Indian Social institutions- Varna system, religion,
Joint family system and patriarchy, Status of Tribal Women, Changing Status of
women in Society.

Women and Education

Gender Differentials in Education, Significance of girl’s education, women and
higher education, barriers in girl’s education: economic factors, socio-cultural
factors, status of education of tribal/SC/OBC women, initiative taken for them,
Recent trends in women’s Education— Committees and commissions on
Education.

Women, Development and Empowerment

Approaches: Women and Development(WAD), Women in Development
(WID), Gender and Development (GAD), National Policy for Empowerment of
women, Understanding concept of empowerment in the context of family, work,
education, income, self-reliance, women development approaches in Indian
Five year plans: Collectivity, Group Dynamics, SHG’s, Indian Constitution and
provision related to women.

Women and Economic Empowerment

Concept of work(what is economic activity), productive work, Non- productive
& Reproductive work; Use value and Market value, gender Division of labour,
women in organized and un organized sectors, gender Budgeting and gender
sensitive Indicators(GSI), women’s property rights and rights at workplace,
women in entrepreneurship: Micro enterprise, micro credit, Vocational



Unit 9:

Unit 10:

Unit 11:

Unitl2:

Training, skills and income generation, gender and technology, Information
technology and its impact on women development.

Women and Journalism

Presence of women in Indian Journalism, women in newspaper organization,
media images of women, women issues in media, women in media, media
organization and women: newspaper, Prasar Bharti( radio and TV), women and
media management.

women and Rights

Rights: meaning and concept, gender equality, gender discrimination,
introduction to women’s rights, human rights and women’s rights, prisoner
women rights, Indian constitution and fundamental rights, women related
provisions in Indian constitution, violence against women( domestic and
workplace), Legal protection, laws to protect violence against women, women
related IPC, sections, domestic violence act, marriage act.

Women and Health

Health in different life stages of women: Foetal Health, prenatal, natal and post
natal care; immunization and girl child; nutrition of girl child in different stages;
Adolescent girl- counseling for health, hygiene; premarital and marital
counseling’ gynecological problems in women; menopausal problems and their
management; old aged women: problems and issues, Reproductive Health of
women, Sexually Transmitted diseases( STDs), HIV/ AIDs, Reproductive Tract
infections( RTIs) and Urinary Tract Infections( UTIs), Adverse Sex Ratio in
India and prevention of selective abortions.

Gender Sensitization and Law

Prevalent gender inequalities in the Society, status of women and the impact of
development on nation, Violence against women- different types including
Trafficking of women, sensitivity required in dealing with cases of atrocity
against women, Law makers, the Judiciary and police in enforcement of law:
gender sensitization in law enforcement, women’s participation in law drafting
process, gender sensitization and police training.
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