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Objectives of the Course 
This course is designed as the second of two courses in research methodology for MA 
students. The course is compulsory and will focus primarily on qualitative data collection and 
analysis, with an emphasis on ethnographic fieldwork. It is designed with three goals in mind 
1) to introduce students to the critical history and contemporary writing on ethnographic 
practice in social anthropology; 2) to allow students to be able to critically evaluate 
ethnographies as assembled texts, and most importantly 3) to provide students with a 
guided space within which to carry out field-research and gain familiarity with different 
ethnographic methodological strategies, an understanding of the role of ethics and ethical 
practice in the field, and how to prepare their data for analysis, including through the 
practice of writing ethnography. Given this, the course focuses both on reading 
ethnographies, as well as outlines a series of exercises whereby students can practice their 
own qualitative research skills. The first units of the course will focus on reading 
ethnography, while the second set of units involve student projects and exercises to be 
submitted to, and presented in the class for discussion. 
 
Unit 1 Writing Ethnography: History and Contemporary Practice: 
 
This unit examines the historical development of the practice of ethnography through classic 
readings. This is contrasted with critical discussions on doing ethnography that emerged in 
the 1990s focusing on critiques of ethnographic representation, and discussions of 
ethnographic authority, veracity and perspective. The third focus for the unit will be multi-
sited, inter-textual, and interdisciplinary inquiry, as increasingly salient in a globalized world. 
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Unit 2: Research Ethics: 
 
This unit will focus on research ethics in the field primarily by reading key methodological 
texts including on anthropological controversies.   
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Unit 3 Reading Ethnography:  
 
This unit is designed to focus on reading ethnographies as assembled texts and to allow 
students to gauge through close reading and discussions, how an ethnography is put 
together in terms of the interface between theory and ethnographic data, the questions of 
voice and perspective, the use of thick descriptions, the relationship between ethnographer 
and communities and individuals, and finally in building thematics across a monograph.  
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Unit 4: Preparing for the Field: Research Questions, Sampling, Framing the Study, Building 
Rapport 
 
From this unit, students will start putting together their own field research project for the 
class, possibly drawing on fieldwork for the MA dissertation. This unit presupposes students 
have developed a research question and proposal in Research Methods 1, and will focus on 
the questions of defining a field of study, access to informants, and entry into the field, 
including building rapport. To operationalize this, the class will include readings, and 
discussions of student projects as presented in class, as well as an evaluation of students’ 
written submissions outlining their own project in the form of a topic analysis.  
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Unit 5: Qualitative Inquiry: Participant Observation, Social Mapping, and Fieldnotes 
 
Apart from reading key texts, this unit will involve a series of exercises to allow students to 
undertake participant observation, begin writing fieldwork, as well as start a process of 
social and/or spatial mapping as required by their research project. Students will present 
their exercises in class and also submit written versions to the instructor. 
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Unit 6: Qualitative Inquiry 2: Structured and unstructured interviews, Focus groups, 
Biography, and Oral histories. 
 
This unit will focus on different modes of qualitative analysis primarily through key readings, 
as well as by assigning students individual exercises in 1) conducting structured and 
unstructured interviews 2) writing a biography or oral history. Students will be expected to 
workshop their efforts with other class participants, and submit written versions in the class. 
The unit will also introduce students to techniques of conducting focus groups.  
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Unit 7: Building Contexts, Validity and Triangulation 
 
This unit will have two central foci namely 1) Building a Triangulation grid to ensure that 
data collected is triangulated as well as to assess how different informants may view a 
situation from different perspectives, as well as identify gaps in data collection. 2) The unit 
will also include an exercise to determine the kinds of primary and secondary 
documentation that students could utilize for their research project, including the 
development of a historical, and if required multi-scaler perspective to frame contemporary 
research. Like other units, this unit will include readings, and written exercises to be 
presented and submitted in class.  
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Unit 8: Data Analysis and Ethnographic Writing 
 
This unit will focus on the following forms of data analysis 1) coding, 2) building thick 
descriptions and narratives and 3) the interface of theory and ethnographic data. Students 
will be asked to read key essays as well as submit and present their own data analysis in the 
class as part of the final examination.  
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